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The seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany 

present intentional themes, 
scripture, formation, music, com-
munity engagement, customs, and 
programs to enrich the spiritual 
journeys of all sorts and conditions 
of Christians. Each season also 
invites Grace-St. Luke’s and other 
members of the Church Catholic 
(Universal) to celebrate and explore 
the health of its faith communities. 

The annual timing to undertake such important and introspec-
tive work comes at a perfect time for GSL. 

It is apparent that the ways and habits by which many Christians 
today approach congregational life has changed, and this likely 
will continue to change. Our societal journey with COVID-19 
and the impacts made on almost everything that was common 
and familiar have further changed the relationships that many 
have with the regular, predictable offerings of thriving places like 
GSL. Furthermore, the expectations that many have for what 
“church life” should provide or be doing for individuals and 
households reveals a fast-increasing list of items. While some 
things are being checked off the list by the clergy, staff, vestry, 
and ministry teams, other items appear to be more complex 
and therefore deserve attention and discernment. What are we 
to do with this longing? How well can members articulate what 
keeps them connected to GSL? What, if they are able-bodied, keeps 
them from in-person offerings? What might we do to further engage 
participation?

GSL has much to celebrate based on the broad abundance of 
what we have been offering for many years, especially during 
the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic when we wisely expanded 
our ministry with online and livestream programming. Likewise, 
we have an incredible opportunity and faithful responsibility to 
explore our health—and sustainability. What Is A Vital Christian 
Community? 

I have enjoyed reading and learning from a new resource 
entitled Vital Christian Community: 12 Characteristics of Healthy 
Congregations by Episcopal priests Phil Brochard and Alissa 
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Newton. Based on their respective participations with and sub-
sequent professional training by The College for Congregational 
Development, they and other professionals have found that “a 
community’s willingness and ability to articulate their sense of 
purpose is a compelling and necessary first step to increasing 
their health, faithfulness, and effectiveness as a local expression 
of God’s love and a site of transformation for those seeking to go 
deeper in relationship with God.” As GSL moves from Advent 
to Christmas to Epiphany and looks ahead, we will spend 
intentional time exploring our health and include Vital Christian 
Community as a companion resource for the journey. 

In this issue of The Messenger, you will read about so much of 
what helps us to thrive. It, along with the current and future 
editions of Life at GSL Program Guide: Worship, Christian 
Formation, Community & More, captures most of the fullness 
of what’s happening at GSL. I look forward to celebrating and 
exploring the health of GSL with you and to learning what will 
keep us faithfully focused on our vision to be a thriving com-
munity of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 
and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the 
world. 

Ollie+ 

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org 

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Vision Statement

Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, 
belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 
and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to 

transform the world.

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Invitation to Here

These winter months are full 
months. {Insert appropriate 

adjectives that speak to you here.} 
The cold weather often invigo-
rates me as well as depletes my 
energies. Why and how this works 
I have a lot of thoughts on but 
that is a conversation for another 
time. I do know, that in these 
months that are here, we will 
have Christmas, a new year begin, 
and longer days of darkness. In 

these times, we may find ourselves running around looking 
for Christmas gifts, entertaining and cooking for friends and 
family, participating in an Evensong, reading a book by the 
fire, and watching birds at the bird feeder—what else would 
you add to this list? 

A poet friend of mine, David Wagoner, says: “Wherever you 
are is called Here / And you must treat it as a powerful strang-
er.” I love this phrase because there is invitation in it. ‘Here’ 
has many forms. In any given moment, we are mentally and 
physically in countless different places and spaces. Sometimes 
‘here’ is dizzying, sometimes ‘here’ is quiet, sometimes ‘here’ 
is anxious and full of concern, and sometimes ‘here’ is full of 
gratitude. But no matter where we are in any given moment, 
there is this invitation to pay attention to the “stranger” called 
‘here’ and see what it can teach us. 

I happen to think the Holy Spirit moves a lot in these ways. 
May we be open to her and the many ways we are ‘here’ in 
community and the world. 

“Lost” by David Wagoner:

“Stand still. The trees ahead and bushes beside you
Are not lost. Wherever you are is called Here,
And you must treat it as a powerful stranger,
Must ask permission to know it and be known.
The forest breathes. Listen. It answers,
I have made this place around you.
If you leave it, you may come back again, saying Here.
No two trees are the same to Raven.
No two branches are the same to Wren.
If what a tree or a bush does is lost on you,
You are surely lost. Stand still. The forest knows
Where you are. You must let it find you.”

Peace,
Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

Advent: The New Church Year

Dear Friends,

We are reminded all around 
of the changing of seasons, 

from autumn into winter. We are 
shifting seasons within the church 
as well, as we begin a new church 
year with the start of Advent. 
While autumn has always been 
my favorite season of weather, 
Advent has always been my 
favorite church season. I love the 

extra candles to light on our wreaths, the sense of building 
expectation, and the liturgical colors (whether violet, blue, or 
rose). 

Advent has a particular character. The readings often ring of 
judgment or end-of-the-world imagery. Some may find that 
scary or off-putting, but I see all this as a reminder that God 
isn’t done with the world yet. Presently it is imperfect and 
broken. It falls short of what God envisions for it and what it 
was created to be. The season of Advent reminds us that Jesus 
seeks to transform the world into God’s reign, where truth, 
justice, and peace will triumph. 

Between now, in the midst of the imperfectness, and that 
final day when Jesus will consummate God’s vision, we are 
called to be at work, doing what we can in our corner of 
Creation to help usher in a new and better way of being. I 
hope that the Church, and GSL in particular, helps you to 
do that. Formation programs, educational classes, spirituality 
opportunities, and community building are all ways that the 
Church seeks to help prepare you for the work of God in 
daily life, in the real world. 

As the clergy and staff begin to plan for new events and 
programs in the new year, I hope you will find—and take 
advantage of—opportunities to grow in your faith and to 
grow into the person God has created you to be. And if I or 
any of the clergy or staff can help you along the way, please 
let us know.

Peace,
Jesse+

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
901-252-6330 | jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org

http://www.gracestlukes.org
mailto:jesse.abell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


December 11, Advent Lessons and Carols, 5 p.m.
On December 11 at 5 p.m., the Grace-St. Luke’s Choir and the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir will present an Advent Service 
of Nine Lessons & Carols. Music by composers Craig Phillips, Dale Adelmann, Peter Aston, and Australian composer June 
Nixon. A festive Advent party with piano music by Tony Thomas will follow in Trezevant Hall. 

December 24, Christmas Eve 
Worship 3 p.m. Christmas Pageant with Eucharist; 5 and 9 p.m. Festival Choral Eucharist

December 25, The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ: Christmas 
Worship 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns (only liturgy of the day). Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. 
Formation Hour Offerings suspended until January 8. 

January 1, The Holy Name of Jesus 
Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. liturgy (only liturgy of the day). Formation Hour Offerings suspended 
until January 8. 

January 6 (Friday), The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens, 6 p.m. The 12 days of Christmas ends by celebrating the manifestation of Christ and 
his divinity and the coming of the Magi. All are invited to Grace-St. Luke’s Church for a Festival Holy Eucharist and Burning of 
the Greens with homily and music at 6 p.m. Save your Advent and Christmas wreaths and garland to add to the outdoor fire at 
the end of the service.
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Celebrating the Life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Sunday, January 15
• Reflecting on the Christian Ministry of Martin Luther King, 

Jr., 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall Forum
• Social Justice Afternoon Tour with Memphis Heritage Tours, 

1–4 p.m. After lunchtime, observe the Martin Luther King Jr. 
weekend by joining GSL parishioners and guests in learning 
about and visiting Memphis lynching sites. Dr. Elaine Turner 
will shepherd this sacred time together. 

• Solemn Choral Evensong Observing the Feast of Martin 
Luther King Jr., 5 p.m.

Monday, January 16
• The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative 

Eucharist, 11:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music at GSL. A 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist is one of the most worthwhile 
ways for Christians to pause on this day to pray, meditate on the 
appointed lessons, sing hymns, experience powerful music, and 
gather around God’s Table to share the “holiest of meals.” GSL 
offers this spiritual practice of our tradition to the Memphis 
community as one of the sorts of occasions central to the life of 
Dr. King and his dream for the human family. Spread the word.

5 | www.gracestlukes.org

Annual Meeting of the Parish
with Vestry Elections

Sunday, December 4, 9:15 a.m.

Details here
gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2022

30-Minute Midweek Eucharist, Wednesdays at Noon in the Chapel. On the first Wednesday of the month, the offering includes special 
prayers for God’s healing grace and optional anointing with oil. Enter via the “Chapel” door on Lemaster Street or Church Offices entrance. 
Thursday Men’s Fellowship, Thursdays, 7–7:45 a.m. in Trezevant Hall. This always-open community provides space for a conversation about 
spiritual growth, faith and doubt, current events and concerns, intellectual stimulation, and thoughtful living in a fast world. For more informa-
tion, visit gracestlukes.org/mens-fellowship.
GSL Daytime Book Group hosted by Janie Morris and Carol Ann Mallory. The book group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 
GSL, September through May from 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. Bring your lunch if you like. No obligations or requirements, just show up if you read 
the book, are thinking of reading the book, or just want some nice company who loves books. For further information or to add your name to 
the mailing list, contact Janie Morris (tinyurl.com/RealmJanieMorris) or Carol Ann Mallory (tinyurl.com/RealmCarolAnnMallory) via Realm. 
The reading list for 2022-2023 is found at gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group.

Realm Connect for GSL
A MEMBER MINISTRY TOOL FOR EVERYONE!

You have probably seen REALM 
mentioned frequently in our 
communications lately. This is the 
BEST WAY to connect to other 
parishioners. Rather than print 

members’ emails and phone numbers in our publications on the 
internet, we encourage connecting through Realm. Realm is a 
MUCH more secure way to share member details. So, join us on 
Realm! Realm is the church's ministry platform through which 
you can update your own profile, keep in touch with others, learn 
about upcoming events, stay involved in groups, and more. For 
questions or more information, visit gracestlukes.org/realm or 
reach out to Congregational Life Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@
gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or Communications Associate 
Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6333). 

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2022
http://gracestlukes.org/mens-fellowship
http://gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group 
http://gracestlukes.org/Realm
mailto:ahuber%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:ahuber%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Music
gracestlukes.org/music

On January 15 at the 5 p.m. Choral Evensong, we’ll 
celebrate the Feast of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with 
readings and music reflective of his incredible and 
influential life. 

If you haven’t been joining us for these services, please 
consider supporting your choirs and GSL music 
program by attending these beautiful and carefully 
thought-out liturgies. 

And if you have any interest in joining one of the 
choirs, especially children K-6th grade, please contact 
me or Debbie Smith (Assistant Organist-Choirmaster) 
for more information!

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

Luna Nova Music (www.lunanova.org) will present 
its 15th Annual Winter Concert at Grace-St. 

Luke’s on Monday, December 5, at 7 p.m. The 
concert will feature works by J.S. Bach, Guillaume 
Machaut, Craig Phillips, Francis Poulenc, Alfred 
Schnittke, and Patrick Scott. Performers will be 
Daniel Gilbert (violin), Hannah Schmidt (cello), 
Susanna Whitney (bassoon), Nobuko Igarashi 
(clarinet), Robert Patterson (horn) and Patrick Scott 
(organ). Admission is free. A reception will follow in 
Trezevant Hall. For more information, please contact 
Luna Nova President Patricia Gray, pgray@pgray.net, 
901-493-0958.

Fall Music Recap and
News for Winter

Music at Grace-St. 
Luke’s has been busy 

but incredibly wonderful 
this fall. With our usual 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Choral 
Eucharist services, the GSL 
choir has also participated 
in three Choral Evensong 
services: observing Holy 
Cross Day in September, 
celebrating the Feast of 
St. Luke in October, and 
celebrating Christ the 

King Sunday and the anniversary of Grace-St. Luke’s 
Church in November. We were extremely fortunate 
to welcome guest choirmaster-organist Bruce Neswick 
for the Feast of St. Luke. He spent Saturday morning 
working with both the GSL Choir and the Memphis 
Boy & Girl Choir. On the following Sunday, he 
conducted and played for our morning 10:30 a.m. 
service and for the Festival Evensong service where we 
featured one of Mr. Neswick’s own compositions, “Let 
the peoples praise thee.”

On November 6 we celebrated the Feast of All Saints. 
In the afternoon, we welcomed members of the 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra as they joined the 
GSL choir with Debbie Smith at the organ to present 
a Choral Requiem Eucharist using the setting of the 
Requiem by French composer Gabriel Fauré. 

December will be just as full with beautiful Advent lit-
urgies at 8 & 10:30 a.m. On December 11 at 5 p.m., 
the Grace-St. Luke’s Choir and the Memphis Boy & 
Girl Choir will present an Advent Service of Nine 
Lessons & Carols. Music by composers Craig Phillips, 
Dale Adelmann, Peter Aston, and Australian composer 
June Nixon. A festive Advent party with piano music 
by Tony Thomas will follow in Trezevant Hall. 

http://gracestlukes.org/music
mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.lunanova.org
mailto:pgray@pgray.net
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Membership & Stewardship
gracestlukes.org/give

Every Member Canvass 2023 | Come, See, Experience.

In this season of joy, we give thanks for the gift of you! None of what we do as a parish would be possible without 
your faithful support.

As we emerge from the unique challenges of the last two years, we’re striving to invigorate our spirit, rebuild and 
renew relationships, and enhance the vitality of programs and worship at Grace-St. Luke’s. This exciting program 
year offers a wealth of opportunities to learn more about our faith, our community, ourselves, and each other. Just 
as Jesus invited his disciples, we invite you to come, see, experience all that is happening at our parish. While 
we celebrate the many ways that GSL enriches our lives and surrounds us with God’s grace, we recognize that all 
we do as a parish is supported by each of us and our households—the time we give and the financial support we 
provide. If you’ve not done so already, we hope you’ll prayerfully consider the ways your gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure can support the ministries of Grace-St. Luke’s and give generously to our 2023 pledge campaign. Please 
visit gracestlukes.org/pledge for details and to pledge today, or contact Chapman Morrow, Membership and 
Stewardship Associate (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

Chapman Morrow
Membership and Stewardship Associate
901-252-6328 | cmorrow@gracestlukes.org

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/music
http://gracestlukes.org/pledge
mailto:cmorrow@gracestlukes.org
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Adult Formation
gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

December 4, Second Sunday of 
Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Annual Meeting of the Parish. 
All members and newcomers are 
encouraged to attend the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish in person or 
via Zoom. This one-hour occasion 
will undertake key business matters, 

including the election of the Vestry Class of 2025, parish life 
highlights since the last annual meeting, update on and collec-
tion of 2023 annual fund pledges for the finance committee 
and vestry meetings to adopt a 2023 operating budget before 
January, and state-of-the-parish remarks from the Senior War-
den and the Rector. Details including virtual access, agenda, 
vestry nominee biographical statements, and the voting process 
will be maintained at gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2022.

December 11, Third Sunday of 
Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Exploring Scripture, Spirituality, 
Faith, and Journey with the Rev. 
Lauren F. Winner. Join Episcopal 
priest and Duke Divinity School 
professor Lauren Winner for a lively 
offering and conversation to take us 

deeper into the richness of scripture, spirituality, faith, and 
journey. Winner is a popular author of important papers 
and books including A Word To Live By, Mudhouse Sabbath, 
Wearing God, Girl Meets God, and Still. In February 2020 at 
GSL, Winner reflected on The Imagery of Salt and Light in 
Scripture and offered a lunch-and-learn on The Impact of 
Anna Julia Cooper and Frederick Douglass on the American 
Story. The Rev. Winner will preach at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
liturgies. 

December 18, Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Bring a Bible to Journey through 
the Advent Gospels with the 
Clergy. The Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent is a perfect time to gather and 
closely study the gospel according 
to Matthew before Christmas. The 

circuitous gospel route of this Advent oddly has readers start-
ing near the end of the book and ending in the first chapter. 
Bring a Bible to join the clergy and others for fellowship 
and sacred time with Matthew 24:36-44; 3:1-12; 11:2-11; 
1:18-25 before this year’s Christmas Gospel (John 1:1-14). 

January 8, First Sunday after 
the Epiphany: The Baptism of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and The 
Bishop’s Annual Visitation
Conversation with the Bishop, 
9:30–10 a.m. Join the Rt. Rev. 
Phoebe A. Roaf for a meaningful 

conversation on the day when candidates for baptism, con-
firmation, reception, and reaffirmation will be presented. This 
is an annual occasion to exchange questions and answers and 
to reflect on the shared work of the Diocese of West Tennes-
see, The Episcopal Church, The Anglican Communion, and 
Grace-St. Luke’s Parish. Bishop Phoebe also will preach at 8 
and 10:30 a.m. and, with the candidates, be honored with 
a festive reception in Trezevant Hall after the 10:30 liturgy. 

January 15, The Second Sunday 
after the Epiphany, 9:15 a.m.
Reflecting on the Christian Min-
istry of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Come to Trezevant Hall for a 
presentation and discussion about 
Dr. King’s commitment to both hu-
man and civil rights. Human rights 

are inherent to all human beings. Civil rights are personal 
rights guaranteed and protected by the U.S. Constitution 
and federal laws enacted by Congress. In Jesus, there is no 
discrimination, which is why Dr. King and countless others 
walked by faith and not by sight. 

SAVE THESE DATES
Sunday Morning Forum (9:15 a.m., Trezevant Hall) 
• Jim Williamson, Church Architect (Jan. 22)
• Shari Ray on Surprised by Imperfection (Jan. 29)
• Swords to Plowshares with Bishop Jim Curry (Feb. 5)
• Dr. Beth-Sarah Wright on Dignity (Feb. 12) 
• Dr. Tim Huebner of Rhodes College (Feb. 19 & 26)

Sunday Small Groups (9:15 a.m., Peete Room)
• Starting in January, we will offer weekly bible study in 

the Peete Room, led primarily by a team of lay leaders 
from the parish. Come and learn more about the Sun-
day’s appointed readings.

Crash Course on Studying the Bible 
• In January, Fr. Jesse will host a Wednesday night series 

at 6 p.m. on how to do “inductive” biblical study. This 
class will be entirely by Zoom so we can explore online 
resources. Stay tuned for details.

http://gracestlukes.org/music
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Adult Formation
gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

The Rev. Dr. Bill Harkins
Caring for the Caregiver

The Rev. Jan Brown
Wellness & Recovery Sunday

Stephan Crump. Music Transcending 
from Memphis to the World

Josie Holland
In Pursuit of Justice for All

The Rev. Becca Stevens. Love Heals: 
The Witness of Thistle Farms

Otis Sanford. Preserving Respect in a 
Season of Polarization

Christi Authement.Welcome to the 
Wild World of GSL Church Sports, 

Wellness, & Fitness

Laura+ Gettys, Jennie VanDeveer, 
Nicki Soule. Exploring Our History of 

Racial Justice and Equity

The Rev. Dr. Tim Vivian 
Learning from the Saints

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/music
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Children & Family Ministries
gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

2023 and Beyond

At the heart of 
Children and 
Family Ministry is 

a challenge, an admittedly 
big challenge: how can 
we become a “thriving 
community of hope, 
belonging, and healing 
through worship, parish 
life, and service, and who 
rejoice in the love of Jesus 
to transform the world,” 

while accommodating, incorporating, and being 
ministered to by our youngest members?

Jesus faced this same challenge in the Gospel of Mark 
10:13-16. A group of parents have heard of all the 
“hope, belonging, and healing” Jesus is doing, and 
they want their babies and children to be a part of this 
“thriving community!” A well-meaning, we assume, 
group of adults can’t handle the disruptive presence 
of the babes—and make no mistake, children can be 
disruptive—and so the adult disciples attempt to usher 
the children away from the real work of ministry they 
perceived Jesus was doing.

But Jesus! Jesus ruins everything! And praise God 
Jesus ruins the disciples’ efforts to exclude the children 
because Jesus gets to offer instruction that resonates 
down to our parish today:

“When Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 
‘Let the children come to me; do not stop them, for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it.’ And he took them up in his arms, 
laid his hands on them, and blessed them.”

It is as if Jesus takes the picture of the Kingdom of God 
that the disciples were imagining and says, “I have a 
new vision for you.” And then Jesus flips the adult-
centric world upside down and the very picture of the 
Kingdom of God becomes clear only in the eyes of the 
small children Jesus begins to bless! “Peter, you want 
to know the Kingdom, ask and learn from these little 
ones.” “James, you want to work on worship, parish life, 
service? Make sure you get these kids in on the work!” 

This is not the first-time children were brought to the 
center of church life! Just a chapter earlier in Mark, 
amidst a squabble over greatness, again Jesus needs a 
kid to help teach the Gospel! The paradoxical greatness 
of the Kingdom is seen again in the face of a child. 
Without the child, the vision for Kingdom, for thriving 
community, at least according to Jesus, can’t be seen and 
will not be becoming a reality in our world. Kids and 
Kingdom. Disruption and Belonging. Blessing upon 
Blessing!

So, what does this mean for Grace-St. Luke’s heading 
into 2023 and beyond? Gratefully, we are in the 
process of growing in our efforts to accommodate, 
incorporate and be ministered to by our children. Our 
family welcome station in the Narthex with fidget toys, 
children’s worship bulletins, Bibles, etc., our choirs, 
Children’s Chapel and Formation Hour all help our 
children engage more deeply in the life of the parish.

There is much exciting work to be done as well! How 
can the ways we worship become more open to the 
participation of our youngest members (and here we 
should note that some of our most aged members, 
those outside our Euro-American Anglican culture, 
our unhoused neighbors, etc., share similar needs for 
accommodation)? When we sing, can our kids sing? 
When we gather for formation or fellowship, can our 
kids come? In what ways are we inviting leadership from 
children as Jesus told us to?

There will always be the need for peer-to-peer 
opportunities across the seven generations1 that make up 
GSL! Growing in intergenerational community life—
where two or more generations gather for purposeful 
activity and connection—will bless all involved and lead 
to growth! It will bless us, Jesus promises, even if we 
must be disturbed first!

Happy and excited to be on the journey together toward 
the Kingdom! Thanks be to God!

Anthony Calzia
Director of Children and Family Ministries
901-252-6321 | acalzia@gracestlukes.org

1The seven living generations are: The Greatest Generation (1901–1924), 
The Silent Generation (1928–1945), Baby Boomers (1946–1964), 
Generation X (1965–1980), Millennials (1981–1996), and Gen Z 
(1997–2010), and Generation Alpha (2011–2025).

http://gracestlukes.org/music
mailto:acalzia%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Grace-St. Luke's School
www.gslschool.org

News from GSL School 

It’s hard to believe we are almost halfway through the 
school year at GSL! Thank you to everyone who joined 

us for our epic 75th Anniversary Celebration in August—
more than 600 friends of GSL joined in to help mark this 
incredible milestone. It was a wonderful night for our 
entire community and a great reminder of the importance 
of our mission. Since 1947, hundreds and hundreds of 
students have spent a major part of their childhood here! 
It’s an honor to be part of the educational journey for so 
many families, and we are excited about continuing to be 
the school of choice for children in Central Gardens as 
well as the larger community. 

Fall was jam-packed with activities at GSL: We brought 
back a series of events we haven’t gotten to enjoy since 
before the pandemic, including an all-school opening chapel 
in the Church (for Little Lukers through 8th graders!), 
Back-to-School-Night and Spirit Wear sales for the entire 
community of parents, our school-wide picnic at Snowden 
Field, an incredible fall musical performance (Disney’s The 
Jungle Book KIDS) without masks, and Grandparents’/
Special Friends’ Day right before Thanksgiving. With each 
event, we were reminded again and again how important 
community is at GSL. It is the connections we make with 
each other that strengthen us and provide the invaluable 
support necessary in making this educational experience the 
best it can be for all of our students. 

Looking forward, we are excited about our year-end special 
events in December, including our all-school Christmas 
Chapel and special Lower School performances on 
December 15, and Christmas Celebration with caroling and 
parties on our final day of school, December 16. We also 
are mindful of the importance of resting and recharging 
as we celebrate the holidays, so that we come back ready 
for a fresh start in the coming new year. We have some 
fun community events to look forward to then: Preschool 
and Lower School students will celebrate the 100th day 
of school, fourth graders and Middle Schoolers have their 
annual Father-Daughter and Mother-Son gatherings, and 
parents can participate in the annual Trivia Event, one of 
our most popular Parents’ Association offerings. 

Finally, an enrollment update: The admissions season is 
underway, and it’s been a busy one. We’ll be wrapping up 
most of our events by the time you read this, with final 
Preschool visits being scheduled and parents beginning to 
move into decision-making mode about schooling. Many 

of you had children at GSL or have 
children here now. We often hear that 
we’re the best-kept secret in Memphis, 
but let’s not hide our light under a 
bushel anymore! Please talk about 
GSL with your friends and encourage 
them to consider joining our school 
family. An educational experience rooted in the Episcopal 
tradition is impossible to beat! 

Please know how grateful we are for all of you at Grace-St. 
Luke’s Church who have chosen GSL for your children’s 
education. If you are considering GSL for the coming 
year, please give us a call—it’s not too late to apply. Please 
direct any inquiries to Head of School Andy Surber or 
Director of Enrollment Shelly McGuire at 901-278-0200.

Calendar Events 
Christmas Holiday: December 19-30
Faculty In-Service: January 2
Classes Resume: January 3
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday: January 16 
Parent-Teacher Conferences: January 27
Presidents’ Day Holiday: February 20 

GSL Head of School Andy Surber takes a quick selfie with his wife 
Mary and Ellie and Father Ollie Rencher at GSL’s 75th anniversary 
celebration in August. Some 600 attendees attended the event, which 
was set up street-party style on Lemaster and featured church tours, 
Saints memorabilia, a beer garden, the Bullet bus as a photo booth, 
and music by local band Shufflegrit.

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.gslschool.org


Social Justice
gracestlukes.org/social-justice

MICAH Core Group News

The 5th annual public 
meeting for MICAH 

(Memphis Inter-Faith 
Coalition for Action and 
Hope) was held October 23. 
This is designed to showcase 
the work that MICAH has 
been focusing on in each 
of their pillars: Education 

Equity, Economic Equity and Race and Class Equity 
in the Justice system (R.A.C.E). There are multiple 
issues-related task forces in each pillar; here are a few 
highlighted achievements and projects mentioned at 
the meeting: 

Economic Equity celebrated the success of getting 
the city and county governments to dedicate funds 
for MATA. Both the city and county governments 
are now dedicating tax dollars to support our public 
transportation system whereas before, modest funding 
was provided sporadically. This consistent funding 
now gives MATA the ability to improve operations 
and expand routes. The transit motto is “Better 
Transit for a Better Memphis.” They are now prepared 
to monitor MATA and see how these funds are being 
spent.

Education Equity was laser-focused on the search for 
a new superintendent for our Shelby County School 
system, identifying the need for qualified, consistent 
leadership to improve the education outcomes for 
our children. The school board president and several 
board members committed to a national, transparent 
search to be completed by the end of the 2022-2023 
school year. 

The R.A.C.E. Court’s task force celebrated the 
culmination of several years’ efforts to 
get elected officials to commit to creating and 
implementing a conviction integrity unit (post-
conviction justice unit) within the Shelby County 
District Attorney’s Office. 

Additionally, DA Mulroy and Judge Sugarmon said 
“yes” when asked,“Will you stop requesting/sending 
the transfer to adult court of youth who are not 
themselves accused of being directly responsible for 
serious bodily injury or death?”

Part of MICAH’s philosophy is to hold people 
accountable for what they’ve committed to do. 
They do that as an organization and for the public 
officials that commit to specific policies and 
actions. In that light, we as the GSL core group 
have committed to attending MICAH meetings 
and meeting as our own group to stay on top of the 
issues and to determine where we want to contribute 
to forward social justice in our community. 

Please join us for our GSL meeting on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. or check 
out MICAH on their website, micahmemphis.
org. If you have any questions or need additional 
information, contact Barb Frazer, Paula Barnes, 
Murray McKay or Laura Gettys+ via Realm 
(onrealm.org/gracestlukes).

–Barb Frazer

Social Justice Meetings
following the 10:30 service

• December 18: Advent Meditation with Labyrinth: 
Journey towards Beloved Community 

• January 15, 1–4 p.m.: Afternoon Tour with 
Memphis Tours. In commemoration of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, all 
are invited to learn about and visit Memphis 
lynching sites with Memphis Heritage Tours. Dr. 
Elaine Turner will shepherd us through the time 
together. All are welcome to join us!

• February 19: Discussion with local community 
leaders on how recent decisions of the Supreme 
Court’s decisions to overturn Roe v. Wade impact 
Black and Brown women disproportionately
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Outreach
gracestlukes.org/outreach

Food Pantry Update:
Good News from Eight Cooking Teams with 55 Volunteers!

Since October, eight GSL cooking teams consisting of 55 vol-
unteers have been busy cooking lentil spaghetti, chicken fajitas, 
roasted chicken with sweet potatoes and citrus greens, black bean 

burritos, jambalaya, and grits with roasted vegetables. Each team takes a 
turn once every eight weeks to prepare meals for Church Health (CH) 
patrons. Cooking teams select from a collection of CH recipes a meal to 
prepare and schedule their own time to cook. 

Team captains set up ingredients in GSL’s kitchen and work alongside 
team members to prepare meals. Frozen meals are then distributed every 
Tuesday to CH neighbors and patrons. By the end of November, GSL 
cooking teams have prepared approximately 500 individual, healthy 
meals that taste good too! 

In addition to making prepared meals, GSL food pantry volunteers continue to provide CH patrons with 
20 bags each week. Each bag contains a recipe as well as the dry ingredients and fresh produce necessary 
to make the meal at home. 

Our goal is to increase the 
number of patrons served. If 
you are interested in fun and 
fellowship while serving others, 
this ministry offers that!! If you 
would like to join a cooking 
team, pack bags of dry ingre-
dients and fresh produce, and/
or distribute bags and meals to 
Church Health, please reach 
out to Congregational Life 
Associate/Assistant to the Rector 
Abby Huber (ahuber@grac-
estlukes.org) or Jerry Hudson 
through Realm (tinyurl.com/
RealmJerryHudson). We look 
forward to hearing from you!!

–Amy Hudson

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/outreach
mailto:ahuber%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:ahuber%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:tinyurl.com/RealmJerryHudson?subject=
mailto:tinyurl.com/RealmJerryHudson?subject=
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Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/athletics

5) GSL RECYCLES UNIFORMS each year to keep 
the replacement costs low. Please return your uni-
form to your coach at the end of the season.  
6) SPRING SOCCER is an extended season. Our 
main season is in the fall. So, team photos and tro-
phies are not provided during this season. 

Please look at our GSL athletics website for current 
information! gracestlukes.org/youth-sports. 

Baseball, Softball, T-Ball
It’s that time again. Time for the 2023 GSL Church 
Baseball Online Registration. Teams are provided for 
JK–4th Grades and Registration is open February 1–28. 
Registration is on a first-come first-served basis and 
does fill up quickly. So, please register sooner than later. 
Please register at gracestlukes.org/playball and to review 
current baseball season information. If you are interested 
in coaching, please email Christi Authement at cauthe-
ment@gracestlukes.org. or fill out the coaching box on 
the registration form.

Baseball, Softball, T-Ball “What To Expect” Checklist
1) TEAM ASSIGNMENTS are made according to 

each individual’s grade and ability, with an effort to 
make the teams as even as possible.

2) By tradition, recreational league coaches are VOL-
UNTEER PARENT COACHES. If needed, we 
make every effort to equip coaches with knowledge 
and assistance to provide quality coaching.

3) PRACTICES may begin first week in April and 
are most often held at the GSL and Tobey Fields. 
Coaches generally have one/two weekly pre-season 
practices and typically drop practices once the season 
begins. Please contact Christi Authement at 901-
825-7353 if you have not heard from your coach by 
April 1. 

4) COACHES’ EXPECTATIONS: As part of the 
commitment to play, coaches expect players to make 
practices and games a priority and be on time for 
both. Playing for a team is not only an individual 
commitment but also a team commitment. Coaches 
may want to have a “Parent Meeting/Email” at the 
beginning of the season to discuss the expectations 
of coaches and parents and to review team rules, etc. 
* IMPORTANT: Parents, please advise your coaches 
about your summer vacation plans. This will affect 
team planning. 

Winter Update

Spring Soccer
GSL Church sponsors a 
Spring Soccer Program for 
JK–4th Grades. The 2023 
season is March 25–May 14. 
This season is shorter com-
pared to the fall season and 
designed for continued soc-
cer skill development during 
the spring. Spring Soccer 
Registration is January 1–31 
and can be accessed through 

the GSL Church website at gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer. 
Please refer to the website listed for all information regard-
ing spring soccer. Registration fills up quickly, so please 
register sooner than later. Once registration is closed, 
individual placement will be permitted if space is avail-
able. For continuity, whenever possible, the intent is to 
keep the spring soccer teams and coaches together from 
the previous Fall season. Soccer is offered twice annually; 
this is the only sport in which teams will likely stay the 
same for one full calendar year. All other sports teams will 
change from season to season. 

Spring Soccer “What to Expect” Checklist
1) TEAM ASSIGNMENTS are made with every effort 

to keep the “previous” GSL Church Fall soccer teams 
together. They will play on the same team for one 
year—Fall & Spring.

2)  PRACTICES may begin in late February and are held 
at Tobey and GSL Fields. Soccer Coaches generally 
have one to two pre-season practices per week. Please 
contact Athletic Director Christi Authement if you 
have not heard from a coach by February 20. 

3) SEASON BEGINS March 25. Games are Saturday 
mornings and afternoons and held at GSL and away 
fields. The season ends May 14. Game schedules will 
be ready mid-March. We play Spring Soccer in the 
ESCRA League, and soccer information may be found 
on the ESCRA website: escrasports.org/sports/soccer.

4) SOCCER UNIFORMS are provided by GSL (jersey 
and shorts). Players will provide their own red soccer 
socks. The uniforms are distributed by the coaches 
before the season begins.  

continued next page

http://gracestlukes.org/athletics
http://www.gracestlukes.org/youth-sports/
http://www.gracestlukes.org/playball/
mailto:cauthement@gracestlukes.org
mailto:cauthement@gracestlukes.org
https://www.gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer/
http://escrasports.org/sports/soccer/
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Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/wellness

Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice 
Dates: Mondays
Time: 12–12:30 p.m. 
Location: The Chapel 
Visit gracestlukes.org/mindfulness for more informa-
tion.

Yoga with Anne 
Dates: Thursdays
Time: 5:30–6:30 p.m. 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Visit gracestlukes.org/yoga for more information. 

5) The SEASON is April 24–May 31. There are two 
games per week (Mon/Thur or Tue/Fri rotation) at 
5:15/30 p.m. or 6:15/ 30/45 p.m. Game schedules 
will be available at the end of April. GSL Home games 
are at the GSL Field (2233 Harbert Avenue).

6) TEAM PHOTOS are at GSL Field, time TBA. 
 Rain-out location is in the GSL Gym. Photos will be 
distributed by the coaches at the end of the season.

7) UNIFORMS are provided by GSL and will be dis-
tributed by the coaches to the players a week before 
the season begins. Uniforms must be returned to the 
coaches at the end of the season. 

8) GSL RECYCLES UNIFORMS each year to keep the 
uniform replacement costs low. We ask that players 
return the baseball/softball/t-ball pants, jerseys, and 
belts (players may keep their socks and hats/visors). 
Coaches will collect uniforms at the end of the season.

9) TROPHIES are provided by GSL. Coaches will dis-
tribute the trophies at the end of the season.

10) Many teams have an END OF THE YEAR PARTY, 
which is organized by the parents. This is a great op-
portunity for coaches to distribute pictures, trophies 
and collect all uniforms!

Please look at our GSL athletics website for current infor-
mation: gracestlukes.org/youth-sports. 

* Baseball & softball assessment is for 1st/2nd grades only.

Christi Authement
Recreation and Wellness Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

Coach Dycus and 
Wood’s U8 Girls’ 

Soccer team. I guess 
it’s true: Girls just 

want to have FUN!

Coach Fisher’s Flag 
Football team at 
practice completely 
focused on trying to 
figure out which play 
to run. That’s the 
most focused I’ve seen 
them!

Coach Riederer’s JK Soccer team shows their team spirit after 
their game. Now it’s time for ICE CREAM!

Participants enjoyed an 8-hour workshop learning all about 
the Enneagram with instructor Anna Duggan. There’s 
already buzz about us offering more workshops in the very 
near future. Stay tuned! 

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/athletics
http://www.gracestlukes.org/youth-sports/
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Youth & Young Adult Ministries
gracestlukes.org/young-adults

Young Adults

I was grateful to receive the opportunity to take over the formation of Young Adult 
ministries this fall at GSL. Starting small with some monthly events, we have spent 
our first gatherings getting to know the young adults of the parish and exploring the 

group’s interests. There are several ways to get involved as a young adult at GSL, and we 
look forward to only growing more in the coming months!

Monthly Trivia
Our Young Adults meet each month for trivia at Young Avenue Deli! Catch us here each 
second week on Thursdays from 6–8 p.m. While we haven’t won yet, we hope you will 
join in on the fun and help us walk away with a prize soon!

Cooking Club
Our Young Adult cooking club meets to help support the GSL food pantry and Church Health ministry, seeking to 
provide nutritious and flavorful home-cooked meals. This is a very laid-back gathering as we throw on some tunes 
and aprons and come together to cook for our community. 

Book Club
Our book club has started off by reading The Hours by Michael Cunningham, and we are currently in the process 
of picking our next few reads for the winter. We meet once a month and share hosting the party. All book lovers are 
invited to drop in whenever is convenient. Please contact Amzie to be added to the book club email. 

Yoga with Anne Ayers
A favorite gathering over the fall has been joining the Thursday evening yoga with Anne Ayers. A wonderful 
opportunity for intergenerational connection and spiritual rest, we hope you will join us the first Thursday of each 
month from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in Trezevant Hall. 

December 18 YA Christmas Party
Throw on your ugly Christmas sweater and grab a cheap gift for the 
first GSL & CHC (Church of the Holy Communion) Christmas 
Party on December 18. Expect an evening of yummy food, party 
games, and Secret Santa.

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org

Young Adult Cooking Club

http://gracestlukes.org/music
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Youth & Young Adult Ministries
gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Youth Formation

Youth Formation at Grace-St. Luke’s is off to a great start this fall, with some of our activities including 
helping with More Than A Meal, camping under the stars at St. Columba, “Chopped” EYC, and 
triumphantly winning a kickball tournament against Church of the Holy Communion. This semester 

especially, we are grateful to be able to gather safely and in person for such adventures and look forward to all the 
adventures in store this winter at GSL. Check out below what awesome opportunities are coming up for our youth. 

December EYC Calendar 
December 4  Christmas Movies and Cookie Decorating 
December 11  White Elephant and Christmas Games 
EYC will resume for the new year on January 8

GSL Confirmation Class 2023
The Confirmation Class of 2023 has met weekly on Sundays for an hour to learn and grow in faith and Episcopal 
Community. We are proud to recognize and present the following youth as Confirmands in the Episcopal Church 
as they set to navigate the world and represent the future of the church: Harper Benke, Mark Billions, Cate 
Ciaramitaro, Preston Norris, Sam Mascolino, Max Mascolino, Bauer Patton, and Sara Kate Ratton.

Winter Diocesan Events 

Happening 70
Happening is a Christian experience presented by youth for youth with the help of clergy and lay adult leadership. 
This experience brings young people to a fuller personal knowledge of and relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to a deeper level of commitment and apostleship. Happening 70 will take place February 18–19 at St. 
Columba. 

St. Columba Ski Trips
Sr. High, January 13–15: 2 days of great skiing at Perfect North Ski Resort!
Jr. High, February 17–19: 2 days of fun on the slope at Hidden Valley Ski Resort!
saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski

Winterfest
December 28–January 1
Winterfest is a Tennessee Episcopal Youth Retreat that provides a 
welcoming and safe space for high school students (grades 9–12) to 
grow in their relationship with God.
saintcolumbamemphis.org/winterfest 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org

Youth Campout at St. Columba

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/music
https://www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski
https://www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/winterfest
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


Transfer In
• Kate, Brian, Grey, and Carter Sullivan from Holy 

Communion, Memphis
• Leslie Fulenwider Cianciolo from All Saints’, Memphis, & Joe 

Cianciolo
Transfer Out
• Judy Beaird to St. Bartholomew’s, Nashville
• Jocelyn, Greg, and Max Busby to Calvary, Memphis
• Mike Jaeger to Holy Trinity, Memphis
Holy Matrimony
• Hannah Catherine Morehead & Conor James Mageean, 

November 19, 2022
Deaths
• Bettie Connally Welsh, October 15
• Jelena Mobley Sansing, November 17
• Virginia Anne Montedonico Beaty, November 18
Burials and Committals
• Bettie Connally Welsh, October 21
• Jelena Mobley Sansing, November 28
• Virginia Anne Montedonico Beaty, November 30
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Membership
News

Holy Baptism 
(September 18, 2022)
• Lilly Ann Hamric, daughter of Nirapat Chaiyalak & Louis 

Hamric
• Miles Gregory Hampton, son of Kate & Drew Hampton
• Lucy Marie Margello, daughter of Suzanne & Nick Margello
• Emelia James Peacock, daughter of Price & Dan Peacock
• Robert Leighton Warren, son of Elizabeth & Scott Warren
(November 6, 2022)
• Porter Allen Martin, son of Kelly & Eric Martin
• Julia Leigh Martin, daughter of Kelly & Eric Martin
• Celeta Kathryn Golden, daughter of Amy & Emmel Golden

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary Year A
Follow this link (www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-
texts) for access to Sunday lectionary readings online where 
you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also offered 
are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, and 
prayer starters to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials &
Honoraria

Honorarium
• Dr. & Mrs. Terry Trojan by Betsy and Preston Wilson
Memorials
• Virginia Darlington from Drs. Cheryl & Michael Whitlow
• Alice Munson Gayden from Sharon Taylor
• Gibby McSpadden from Elizabeth & Jerry Marshall
• Becky Brown Robinson from Judy & King Rogers
• Shannon Heun Bettis from Marilyn Rich & Sandy Wickham
• Bettie Connally Welsh from Jane & Mackie Gober, Edith 

Heller, & Mary Todd
• Mr. & Mrs. Gerald M. Malmo from Gerry, Adeline, & Patsy 

Malmo
• Douglas Harwell McClew by his grandparents, Cathey 

Harwell McClew & Douglas E. McClew
• Marjorie Trojan by Betsy & Preston Wilson

Altar Flowers, Eucharistic Supplies During Worship 
Thank you for your gifts!

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic supplies 
given in their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving, and Eucharistic supplies 
(wafers, wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, including dates that may hold 
significance and have been reserved by you in the past, contact Communications Associate Lucy Owens (901-252-6333, lowens@
gracestlukes.org). Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; further in advance may show 
more available dates. Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee (listed above) either online or mail it to 
the parish office. Your donation must be received for the reservation to be considered complete, and for the acknowledgement to be 
printed in the Sunday leaflet.

Christmas Altar Flowers, December 14 Deadline. If you would like to make a donation in honor of or 
in memory of a loved one for Christmas flowers, you may send a check to the church office (1720 Peabody 
Ave., 38104, ATTN: Lucy Owens) listing the names of those you would like remembered. You can also give 
us your name(s) and donate online at gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving. Follow the “Memorials & Honoraria 
/ Make a donation for altar flowers link.” If received by December 14, these names will be listed in the 
Christmas leaflets. December 14 is also the deadline for any memorials and honorariums that you would like 
acknowledged before Christmas.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving?subject=
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Worship & Formation
gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship | gracestlukes.org/discover
SUNDAYS
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Homily and Hymns 
8:30–9:15 a.m. Community Breakfast by the Crossmen
9:15–10:15 a.m. Formation Hour: Adult Parish Hall Forum and 
 Small Group Classes; Youth and Children Classes
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Sermon and Choir, Livestreamed
 includes Children’s Chapel and return to families at 
 the Peace followed by Fellowship and Refreshments 
 *Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m.–Noon
4–4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
5 p.m. Contemplative Holy Eucharist with Music and 
 Third Sunday Choral Evensong (September-May)
WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Noon–12:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
 September–May; Healing Prayers included on First Wednesdays 
Wednesday 6–7 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
 Explore gracestlukes.org/discover for schedule and details
Wednesday 8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 
901-272-7425 | www.gracestlukes.org | 901-252-6334 Pastoral Emergencies

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon
Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director
John Barnum, Director of Finance and Operations
Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate and Assistant to the Rector
Chapman Morrow, Membership and Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Associate
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music and Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

2022 Vestry
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis (Reinvigorating 
Church), Sandra Ireland (Stewardship), Jonathan Large (Community 
Engagement), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden, Administration)
2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Senior Warden, 
Administration), Johnny Norris (Youth Formation), Paula Sappington (Clerk, 
Reinvigorating Church), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development)
2024: Bill Abernathy (Community Engagement), Karen Clark (Adult 
Formation), Beth Perkins (Community Engagement), Hallie Peyton 
(Congregational Development), Rudy Williams (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter 
concerning yourself or a member, including any medical procedures, contact 
the clergy confidentially via 901-252-6330 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.
org. For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a member, contact the 
24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to 
communicate pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a member 
of the clergy or pastoral care team. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators: Sandra 
Ireland and Beth Perkins.

Support Groups at GSL
AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon
Contact: Lucy Owens
lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android 
and Apple Stores. The app is an effective way for the church 
to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. You can download the app in the following ways: 
Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play 
stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

GSL eNews

Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We 
have switched to an email service, MailChimp, to send out 
our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most 
likely going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@
gracestlukes.org to your address book. Need help getting 
them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 
901-252-6333 or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

Privacy Policy & 
Photo Opt-Out Form

Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form 
may be found on the GSL website at www.gracestlukes.org/
privacy-policy.

Look for GRACESTLUKES 
in Cyberspace.
Church website:  - gracestlukes.org 
Facebook:  - - - - - facebook.com/gracestlukes 
Twitter:  - - - - - - - twitter.com/gracestlukes
Instagram:  - - - - - instagram.com/gracestlukes
Vimeo:  - - - - - - - vimeo.com/gracestlukes 
Pinterest:  - - - - - - pinterest.com/gracestlukes
Flickr:  - - - - - - - - flickr.com/gracestlukes
YouTube:  - - - - - - youtube.com/gracestlukes

On the cover: Selection of photos from Fall 2022.  
For more, visit flickr.com/gracestlukes.
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Dates to Remember
Dec. 4 Annual Parish Meeting, 9:15 a.m.
Dec. 5 Luna Nova Winter Concert, 7 p.m.
Dec. 11 Advent Lessons & Carols and Festive Party with Music, 5 p.m.
Dec. 24 Children’s Christmas Pageant, 3 p.m.
 Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist with Sermon, Choir, & Brass, 5 & 9 p.m.
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Eucharist with Hymns, 10:30 a.m. (only liturgy of the day)
Dec. 25 Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. liturgy
Dec. 26-28 Church Office Closed
Jan. 1 Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. liturgy 
 (only liturgy of the day)
Jan. 2 Church Office Closed
Jan. 6 Feast of the Epiphany Service, 6 p.m.
Jan. 8 Bishop’s Visitation, Baptism & Confirmation at 10:30 a.m.
Jan. 15 Evensong in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr., 5 p.m.
Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Eucharist, 11:30 a.m. 
Jan. 16 Church Office Closed
Feb. 21 Shrove Tuesday Festival, 5-7:30 p.m.
Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday, 7 a.m., noon, 6:30 p.m. 
Apr. 2 Palm Sunday
Apr. 6 Maundy Thursday
Apr. 7 Good Friday
Apr. 8 The Great Vigil of Easter
Apr. 9 Easter Day

Explore this issue for other important dates for formation offerings, events, and more for adults, 
young adults, youth, and children.

Baptisms at GSL

The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be 
administered in public worship at Grace-
St. Luke’s during 2023 on the following 
dates: January 8 (The Baptism of Our 
Lord), April 8 (The Great Vigil of 
Easter), May 28 (The Day of Pentecost: 
Whitsunday), and November 5 (All 
Saints’ Sunday). 

For more information and to schedule 
a baptism, contact Membership and 
Stewardship Associate Chapman 
Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org).

mailto:gsl@gracestlukes.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
mailto:gsl@gracestlukes.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org
mailto:cmorrow@gracestlukes.org?subject=Baptisms at GSL
mailto:cmorrow@gracestlukes.org?subject=Baptisms at GSL

	Adult Formation 
	Advent Christmas and Epiphany
	Altar Flowers, Eucharistic Supplies During Worship  
	Annual Parish Meeting
	Ash Wednesday
	Baptisms at GSL 
	Children & Family Ministries 
	Christmas Altar Flowers
	Dates to Remember 
	Dr Martin Luther King Jr
	From the Rector
	From the Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell
	From the Rev. Laura F. Gettys
	Grace-St. Luke's School 
	GSL eNews 
	GSL Mobile App 
	Looking Towards  Sunday
	Membership & Stewardship 
	Membership News
	Memorials & Honoraria
	Music
	Outreach 
	Parish Clergy & Staff 
	Parish Office Hours  
	Pastoral Care 
	Privacy Policy &  Photo Opt-Out Form 
	Realm
	Recreation & Wellness 
	Community Events
	Shrove Tuesday
	Social Justice 
	Social Media
	Support Groups at GSL 
	Vestry 
	Worship & Formation 
	Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

