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Stewardship Thoughts from a Long-Time Member of GSL 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
 

Grace-St. Luke’s was a welcoming place in 1975 for a young couple who had just moved to 
Memphis with a young daughter.  We were one of a number of “youngsters” who came to the 
Church about that time. 

Over the years, I served three terms on the Vestry and was Chair or Co-Chair of the Stewardship 
Committee a number of times.  So I grew up in this Church thinking about and working on 
stewardship campaigns. 

At the end of every year, then, as now, there was always tension between collecting the current 
year pledges and obtaining new pledges for the next year.  It seems that then, like now, we were 
always a bit behind. 

Deficits in months leading to Decembers were almost always eliminated by last minute giving 
each year.  And while many people pledged early during Stewardship Campaigns, many did not.  
So, the end of each year was stressful for the Stewardship Committee and the Vestry, clergy and 
staff, because budgets are based on actual, not hoped for pledges. 

For many years, even though I was involved, I sometimes waited, like others, to complete my 
pledge late in the year.  I was always hoping for perfect clarity, a bonus, or other inspiration.  And 
that was for pledging. 

I was even slower in making my pledge for the next year, often waiting until January or even early 
February.  Perhaps, I was hoping, again, for perfect clarity, a bonus, or other inspiration. 

It finally dawned on me that I could make my pledge earlier, even in the face of uncertainty, 
based on my best estimate of personal financial outlook.  And I could pay my pledge earlier, as 
well.   

One year many years ago, I had a bit of a financial windfall and pre-paid my pledge for the next 
year in December of the prior year.  Honestly, I was somewhat motivated by the tax deduction 
that year, but I felt good about fronting my pledge to the church rather than back-ending it.  
Having pre-paid that first year, it has been pretty much necessary for me to pre-pay every year – 
else there would be no tax deduction! 

There is biblical mention of a tithe being 10 percent of income.  If one tithes, he or she is doing 
what I call “proportionate giving.”  The proportion for a tither would be 10 percent. 

One year when I was Stewardship Chair – I was in my forties at the time – while preparing for my 
address to the parish, it dawned on me that we are all “proportionate givers.”  We can easily 
calculate the proportion of income we are giving.  Look at your pledge to GSL (and perhaps to 
other charities, as well) and calculate the percentage of your adjusted gross income from your 
federal income tax return.   
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It is just a ratio of two numbers: ($ Pledge / $Adjusted Gross Income). 

Simple. When I made that calculation for our family, I was shocked at how small the percentage 
was.  I raised our pledge that year a good bit to reach a percentage that I felt was beginning to 
reflect the value of so many blessings in my life.  And then I worked to make that pledge happen.  
Those were the years when the kids were growing, and private school tuition was enormous.  
And over the years, there was college for five kids.  Life goes on, but we must continue to support 
GSL! 

Regardless of all those things, if one focuses on “proportionate giving” and works to relate that 
portion to the blessings we receive from GSL, it will be surprising at how your attitude about 
pledging might change.  Supporting GSL is a way of showing our gratitude to God for those 
blessings and for the blessings received by so many others both in our parish and outside our 
walls. 

Let me close these comments with a few thoughts: 

1. If you have already made your pledge to GSL for 2023, thank you. 
2. If you haven’t, please take time from the busyness of the season to make your pledge for 

2023.  Don’t wait for perfect clarity.  It will never come.  Reflect on what GSL means to 
you and make your pledge right away.  You will feel better, and you will be helping support 
our great parish. 

3. If you are a bit slow in paying your pledge for 2022, please take care of any remainder as 
soon as you can.  Again, you will feel better. 

4. If you have already made your pledge for 2023, calculate the proportion of your income 
that it represents.  I know your tax return won’t be ready for 2022 yet, so make the 
calculation based on the adjusted gross income line on your 2021 tax return.  Then 
consider increasing your pledge a bit, or even a lot. 

GSL is always here for you and for me.  For me that is going on fifty years.  Let’s all work together 
and provide the resources our Vestry, Clergy and staff need to meet the growing needs of our 
parish and communities.  And yes, my 2022 pledge is paid, and my 2023 pledge is in the count 
noted at the Parish Meeting. 

 


