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All who are grateful for the 
gift of life are called to 

seize the day! “Carpe diem” is a 
favorite Latin motto meaning 
“seize the day” or “take advantage 
of the blessing of the day because 
tomorrow is not guaranteed.” 
Considering the sacred, circu-
itous journey of both the human 
family and church since March 
2020 when COVID-19 became a 
major, evolving, and deadly real-

ity, followers of Jesus are called to seize the day in thanks-
giving for God’s abundance.   

Seize Fall 2022 in Life at GSL. Against all odds, faith com-
munities like Grace-St. Luke’s have creatively stayed the 
course, strived to serve, and cared for one another. Our 
vibrant and growing parish family of members, non-mem-
bers, and the clergy-staff team have practiced resilience. The 
body of Christ in this corner of the world has upheld online 
and on-campus offerings for worship and formation, created 
new and resumed old ways for fellowship, and provided 
human and financial resources for community engagement 
(outreach and social justice). GSL’s More Than A Meal, 
Food Pantry partnership with Church Health, MICAH 
(Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope), and 
the obligations that parishioners have at other service agen-
cies keep “the least of these” about which Jesus spoke as a 
priority in response to the Gospel. 

Seize Fall 2022 in Life at GSL. Daily, we are called to pause 
for prayer and devotion. Weekly, all ages are called by 
baptism to prioritize attendance at worship and formation 
offerings, in-reach and community engagement, fellowship, 
and are invited to experience excellent music for the soul. 
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In this fall issue of The Messenger and enclosed Life at GSL 
Program Guide: Worship, Formation, Community, Music & 
More, look for a wide array of ways to participate. More 
than you will ever know, your presence matters.   

Our vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belong-
ing, and healing through worship, parish life, and service, and 
who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world. I give 
thanks to God for our plentiful life together and for who we 
are, and I am excited to seize fall 2022 in life at GSL with 
you. Spread the word and bring guests, always! 

Ollie+  

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector  
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org  

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Vision Statement

Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, 
belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 
and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to 

transform the world.

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Formation & 
Pastoral Care

Dear Friends,

I hope you have had a wonder-
ful summer, with time for some 
respite and fun with family and 
friends. At GSL, we are excited to 
start a new program year.

In the area of formation, we have had a couple of develop-
ments. Amzie Williams’ role has expanded to cover both 
youth ministry and young adults (post-high school—20s/30s, 
title: Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries). And, we 
welcomed Anthony Calzia on the clergy-staff team as the new 
full-time Director of Children and Family Ministries. Both 
of these expanded roles are part of our efforts to offer robust 
Christian formation across the whole life spectrum here at 
GSL.  We will also be offering some small groups for adult 
discussion on Sundays this fall during the formation hour. 
Our hope is to provide something for everyone in the family 
on Sunday mornings.

As pastoral care is concerned, we continue to have a dedicated 
team of volunteers who reach out to those in our commu-
nity with new babies, illnesses, or deaths in the family. I am 
indebted to the leadership of Beth Perkins and Sandra Ireland 
who coordinate all this good work. We can use a few more 
volunteers on our pastoral care teams, so if you would be will-
ing to make a phone call or write a card or note to someone 
in need, please let us know!

Blessings to you all as we start this new programming year!

Jesse+

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
901-252-6330 | jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org

Remarkable Groups 
& Events this Fall

Welcome back from, I hope, 
some days of rest and 

recharge, whether it was with 
travels, a good book, or perhaps 
some lovely art. There are so many 
excellent ways to reconnect with 
self and God and others in the 
days of summer. This also makes 

me excited about the ways we are turning towards the fall and 
its own ways of strong rhythms and reconnecting. 

I’m looking forward to going deeper with those interested 
in a thoughtful book read with Pádraig Ó Tuama’s In the 
Shelter, welcoming new faces and neighbors at our newcomer 
gatherings (the first one is September 25), cooking with you 
through the newly formed Food Pantry Cooking Teams, eat-
ing shrimp with you at the October Fall Shrimp Boil Dinner 
(don’t forget to get tickets), and reading and reflecting on 
what it means to become Beloved Community as we walk the 
labyrinth, have small groups of Sacred Ground, and explore 
our own racial history here at GSL. 

A good friend of mine once shared, “Listening to one another 
is like oxygen for the body.” In other words, being present 
to each other and listening to each other’s stories honors, re-
spects, and validates. Sometimes we don’t know what we don’t 
know until we listen and hear with one another. I have seen 
this in action this summer. Have you? I have had the privilege 
of listening to others as well as having others listen to me; 
both were gifts to my spirit and soul. 

All of this makes me wonder about these remarkable events 
and groups planned for the fall. How will they form us? How 
will they feed and gift us? How will they change and shape 
us? I’m thrilled and honored to see where the journey takes 
us, because we are all in this together. 

How great is it to be at GSL in this moment of time? I’m 
honored to share the journey.

Peace,
Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

http://www.gracestlukes.org
mailto:jesse.abell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


The 80th General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church 

was, as you can imagine, quite 
the experience. I wasn’t sure what 
I was getting myself into when 
I put in my name and bio to be 
voted upon back in 2019 for the 
Convention that was supposed to 
take place in 2021, but it sounded 
like a challenge I was up to taking. 
I’m unfortunately not a cradle 
Episcopalian, but I have loved the 

Episcopal Church since I was a kid, when my dad was hired 
to sing at various Episcopal churches in the NY/NJ area. I’ve 
always loved how the Church is accepting of all people and 
liberal compared to most Protestant churches, yet they’re still 
upholding worshipping traditions that date back to decades 
ago when it was first formed. That’s what I like about the 
Church--you can go to any Episcopal church and the services 
are exactly as you’d expect them to be. 

And going to General Convention was no different, but I 
did learn a whole lot more about the Church than I antici-
pated. There were 802 deputies in attendance, which was 
down from the original count thanks to COVID scares, but 
it was incredible to worship with so many people, both lay 
and clergy, who are self-proclaimed “church geeks.” I’ve never 
been to a megachurch before, but I suspect it is kind of like 
worshipping at General Convention, and I have to say it’s 
pretty awesome. We didn’t get to do any singing, thanks again 
to COVID, but hearing the amazing sermons and praying 
together was still incredible. 

The biggest takeaway from the Convention is how much 
goes into the Church’s governance. I had no idea it was lay 
and clergy Episcopalians from around the world who, for 
example, decided whether or not the Book of Common 
Prayer should be revised/updated. I never thought about 
who it was that made decisions on things in the Church—I 
just assumed there was some governing body that made such 
calls—but I never imagined it was folks like myself who were 
passionate about their church and were voted in to represent 
their diocese in a Convention that would pass more than 
400 resolutions in a span of what is usually 8-10 days, but 
this time around was done in 3 1/2 days. I was surprised by 
how we voted—you’d think all the votes would be electronic 
these days, which did cause a bit of trouble when the WiFi 
wouldn’t cooperate, but instead all votes were conducted by 
voice count, and generally only if the “yays” were too close to 
the number of “nos” would we go to an electronic vote. 

I was warned ahead of time that General Convention would 
be tiring and at times heated depending on the resolu-
tion we’d be deliberating. Both proved to be true, and I 
wouldn’t have it any other way. I got to make friends with 
Episcopalians from other states whom I’d never have been 
able to meet had it not been for the Convention. I learned 
more about the Church than I’d ever bargained for, and I’m 
proud to say that I was a deputy from the Diocese of West 
Tennessee. I also learned that once you’re a deputy, it’s hard 
to stop being one, so I do hope this isn’t my one and only 
Convention. 

Terecille Basa-Ong
GSL Parishioner
Deputy to the General Convention
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Reflection on the 80th General Convention

From left: Gary Meade – Chair of the Deputation (St. Mary’s, Dyersburg), 
Chuck McMillen (St. James, Union City), Scott Haight (St. Mary’s, Dy-
ersburg), Sharon Alexander (Diocesan Office), Steve Smith (Immanuel, 
LaGrange), Lavonnie Perry Claybon (St. Paul’s, Mason), Terecille Basa-
Ong (Grace-St. Luke’s, Memphis), Gerri Endicott (Holy Apostles, Col-
lierville), Bishop Phoebe Roaf, and Scott Walters (Calvary, Memphis).

View of the Convention floor.
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Social Justice
gracestlukes.org/social-justice

News from Social Justice
Vision Statement: “Inspiring our 
faith community to live out our 
Baptismal Covenant, “to strive for 
justice and peace among all people” 
by practicing self-reflection and 
direct action.”

Great news! The Social Justice 
Ministry (SJM) will be 

holding another Sacred Ground 
dialogue circle this fall. 

As you may or may not know, “Sacred Ground” is a film 
and readings-based 11-part dialogue series on race and 
faith. Participants explore America’s history of race and 
racism while weaving in threads of family story, class, and 
political and regional identity. You can find more details and 
a preview of videos here: Sacred Ground - The Episcopal 
Church (episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground).

Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, 
the National Church’s long-term commitment to racial 
healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our 
ministries, and our society. We are generating thoughtful 
responses and actions to what we are learning and how we 
want to respond.

To further that end, SJM will be offering two Sunday 
morning formation programs this fall and winter.

On October 2, we will discuss a pilgrimage (April 20-23) 
to Montgomery and Selma, Alabama, that we hope you 
will consider joining in the spring. The time will have us 
visiting the Equal Justice Initiative Museum and Memorial 
in Montgomery, walking the Edmond Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, and visiting the Tuskegee Memorial Site. This will 
be a strong time of deepening our understanding of beloved 
community as we explore our history of racial justice and 
equity. 

On January 22, we will discuss the beginning work of 
uncovering Grace-St. Luke’s own racial history. The research 
is in its infancy; however, we are committed to confronting 
our past and acknowledging injustices. If you are interested 
in knowing more or joining this committee in its work with 
archives, interviews, and holy listening, let us know and 
join us for this first of the year formation time. As Reverend 
Laura has shared in the past, discomfort, which is very 
much a part of our work, may be thought of as the eighth 
sacrament, because discomfort, if we are willing to listen 
and learn, leads to transformation. 

Our regular meetings are scheduled for the third Sunday 
of each month immediately following the 10:30 service. 
Please join us!

I’m asking you to make a commitment, a renewed 
commitment, to live the way of love as Jesus has taught us 
and to do it by making a commitment to go out and bless 
somebody. Bless somebody you disagree with. Bless somebody 
you agree with. But to go out and bless somebody by helping 
somebody along the way. ~ Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, 
January 2021.

–Jennie VanDeveer, Social Justice Committee Chair

Action for Justice

Grace-St. Luke’s is a 
member of MICAH: 

Memphis Interfaith Coalition 
for Action and Hope. This is 
an umbrella organization of 
churches and other organizations 
in the Memphis area to help 
us organize to take action 
in support of social justice. 
MICAH has three “pillars” it is 
currently focused on: 

• Education—improving the state of Memphis area 
schools and the opportunities available to our students

• Race & Class Equity in the Justice System—making 
sure that all people in Memphis are treated fairly and 
have equal recourse to the law

• Economic Equity—help to remove systematic 
impediments, allowing Memphians to transition from 
poverty to prosperity

The GSL MICAH Core group is working to find ways 
for us to take meaningful action to alter the systems that 
cause poverty and injustice. This spring and summer, 
we have sent out postcards to Memphians to encourage 
voting for political candidates of their choice. This fall, 
we will identify and organize new projects where we 
think that Grace-St. Luke’s can make a difference. If you 
would like to be part of this effort, please consider joining 
the GSL MICAH Core Group. We meet on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. in the GSL Lounge. 
Please contact Barb Frazer, Paula Barnes, Murray McKay 
or the Rev. Laura Gettys via Realm Connect (gracestlukes.
org/realm) if you have any questions.

–Murray McKay, MICAH Delegate

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/social-justice
http://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
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Outreach
gracestlukes.org/outreach

Food Pantry is Living Out Its Call to Feed Hungry Neighbors.
Come Join the Parties in the Kitchen!

It’s safe to say that COVID-19 changed the way we once worked, played, lived, 
and volunteered. Social services like MIFA, the Mid-South Food Bank, and 
Church Health have changed their practices and procedures to comply with 

health department restrictions and other local mandates. 

If you have kept up with the evolution of our Food Pantry in the past year, you 
know that our leaders (Jerry and Amy Hudson) and volunteers of this ministry 
have shown adaptability and flexibility in their efforts to embrace and implement 
new ways to continue feeding people in need. 

Since October of 2021, Food Pantry volunteers have provided ingredients for Church Health (CH) 
neighbors to prepare healthy meals at home, following recipes provided by CH. We have shopped, 
packed, and distributed those healthy ingredients to CH which in turn gives our neighbors the items they 
need to have nourishing, healthy meals. During this time, CH has monitored this effort, and, because of 
our great success, we are now embarking on another great way of deepening our food ministry. We will be 
using our own GSL kitchen and cooking up healthy recipes to freeze for quick, healthy meals. This allows 
neighbors a faster but still healthy meal option. So, some exciting things are afoot at GSL!

Beginning this fall, come party in the kitchen with 
us! Cooking Teams (there will be approximately 
8-10 teams with 4-6 members on a team) will use 
the GSL kitchen once a week to prepare healthy 
recipes. These meals will then be frozen and given 
to CH neighbors and patients. Team Captains were 
trained at CH August 10, where they had fun in 
the kitchens there and learned a lot! (More pic-
tures on page 13.) If you are interested in joining a 
cooking team, please reach out to Congregational 
Life Associate/Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber 
(ahuber@gracestlukes.org) or Jerry Hudson 
through Realm (tinyurl.com/RealmJerryHudson).

We are grateful for those of you who have been a 
part of the Food Pantry and we look forward to 
working together in fun and innovative ways to 
feed people in need.

–Carol Ann Mallory

http://gracestlukes.org/outreach
mailto:ahuber@gracestlukes.org
http://tinyurl.com/RealmJerryHudson


7 | www.gracestlukes.org

Music
gracestlukes.org/music

to serve as our guest choirmas-
ter for that weekend. Bruce will 
retire in September as Canon 
for Music at Trinity Cathedral 
in Portland, Oregon. Prior 
to his appointment there, 
he was on faculty at Indiana 
University and formerly served 
the Cathedrals of St. John the 

Divine in New York City, St. Philip in Atlanta, St. 
Paul in Buffalo, and Washington National Cathedral. 

On November 6 at 6 p.m., we’ll observe the Feast of 
All Saints’ with a Choral Requiem by Gabriel Fauré. 
Written for choir, organ, and orchestra, we’ll join with 
members of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra to 
present this incredible work which serves as a signifi-
cant piece in the history of choral literature.

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

Two Wonderful Musical 
Events this Fall at GSL

I am excited to begin my 
fourth year as Director 

of Music & Organist at 
GSL. There have been a 
few pandemic bumps in 
the road, but I’m grateful 
that last year we were able 
to have a fairly normal 
choral season and things 
look to be even better now! 
We have some wonderful 
events and some fabulous 
music planned for the fall. 

We’ll celebrate the Feast of St. Luke on October 16 
in both of our morning services as well as Choral 
Evensong in the afternoon. I’ve invited Bruce Neswick 

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/music
mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/athletics

7) GSL Recycles Uniforms each year to keep the replace-
ment costs lower. Please return your uniforms to your 
coach (or in the uniform drop box, date TBA) at the 
end of the season. 

8) Trophies are provided by GSL. Coaches will distrib-
ute trophies at the end of the season.

9)  End of Season Party: Many teams have an end of the 
season party organized by the parents. This is a great 
opportunity for coaches to hand out pictures and tro-
phies and collect uniforms.

10) Basketball Registration is September 1–30. 
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis and 
does fill-up quickly! Mandatory Basketball Assessment 
Days for 1st–4th Grades only (GSL Gym) are October 
22 & 23. Times TBA.

JK–4th Grades Basketball Registration- 2022-2023
The 2022-2023 GSL Church JK- 4th Grades Online 
Basketball Registration is September 1-30.  Visit gracest-
lukes.org/youthbasketball to register your child. Remember 
registration fills-up quickly and is on a first-come first-
served basis. 

2022-2023 GSL Church Youth Basketball
(1st - 4th Grades Only)

SKILL ASSESSMENT 

It’s basketball season, and to get started we include a 
Basketball Skill Assessment as part of the registration pro-
cess. GSL Church Recreation provides a sports assessment 
that is required for children who sign-up to play in our 
sports programs. This is not a tryout but simply a way to 
evenly divide teams and should be a fun process for the 
registrants! 
Who: All 1st–4th graders registered for GSL Church 
Basketball. This is a required part of the registration pro-
cess. All players need to attend.
When:  Saturday, October 22

1st & 2nd Grade Boys: TBA
1st & 2nd Grade Girls: TBA
Sunday, October 23
3rd & 4th Grade Boys: TBA
3rd & 4th Grade Girls: TBA

What: Players assessment on scrimmaging, team play, ball 
handling, passing, layups and shooting.
Where: GSL Saints Gymnasium (old gym). 
Players: Please arrive 15 minutes prior to your scheduled 
time so your child may sign in and warm up. Please have 
your child dressed for sports play. Assessment times will be 
emailed at a later date.

Fall Update
2022 GSL Church Sports

What to Expect 
Fall Soccer & Flag Football

TOP 10 CHECK LIST 

1) Soccer Team Assignments 
are made according to an in-
dividual’s school grade (birth-
day) and ability, with an ef-
fort to make teams as even as 
possible. Spring team rosters 
redivide starting in the fall. 
Fall and spring teams stay to-

gether for one year. 
2) By tradition, recreational league coaches are Volunteer 

Parent Coaches. We make every effort to equip coaches 
with knowledge and assistance in order to provide qual-
ity coaching. 

3)  Fall Sports Practices may begin mid-August and are 
most often held at the GSL field. Your coach will con-
tact parents no later than Aug. 20 upon receipt of his/
her team roster. JK/SK (U5 – U6) coaches typically 
have one practice per week/weekend, and U8-U10 may 
have up to two pre-season practices per week/weekend, 
dropping to one when the season begins.  

4) Soccer Season is Sept. 10–Nov. 12 for JK–4th grades. 
Games are Saturday mornings and afternoons. The sea-
son ends Nov. 12. Game schedules are distributed by 
Aug. 31 or 1st week in Sept.

 Flag Football Season for 1st–4th grade boys only is Sept. 
10–Nov. 12. Games are Saturday mornings and after-
noons and played at ESCRA League designated flag 
football fields. 

5) Fall Sports Team Photos are held at the GSL field. 
Times TBA. Pictures will be distributed by the coaches 
at the end of the season. 

6) Soccer Uniforms are provided by GSL (red or silver jer-
sey and black or red shorts). Players provide their own 
(suggested red) soccer socks. In previous years GSL 
provided socks, but parents said they purchase their 
own socks. The uniforms are distributed by coaches be-
fore the first game. I do my best to provide uniforms 
to coaches in a timely manner. Football uniforms & 
equipment are provided by GSL. Football players pro-
vide their own mouthpiece.

http://gracestlukes.org/athletics
https://www.gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball/
https://www.gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball/
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gracestlukes.org/wellness

“I love the Enneagram. Anyone who is interested in 
what motivates people and what explains their behavior 
will be fascinated by this exploration of different types 
of personalities. I have found it explains so much about 
individuals and relationships between people. A fun 
and rewarding topic!” —John Huber, Grace-St. Luke’s 
Parishioner

The Enneagram Seminar is sponsored by GSL Church and 
facilitated by Certified Instructor & Coach Anna Duggan.
WHEN: Saturday, October 28, from 5:30-9 p.m. and 
Saturday, October 29, from 1-6 p.m.
WHERE: Grace-St. Luke’s Church in Trezevant Hall
WHY: To learn about the Enneagram and how to apply it 
to your personal, professional and spiritual life.
If you are interested in finding out MORE about this 
program, please contact Wellness Director, Christi 
Authement.

Weekly Mindfulness Time in a Sacred Space
will resume September 12. Our Mindfulness Class was 
a great success, and as a result, requests were made to 
meet weekly for quiet time aimed at supporting ongoing 
mindfulness practice and to come together for quiet time 
amid our busy weekly activities. So, each Monday from 
12-12:30 p.m., our beautiful chapel space will be available 
for personal mindfulness practice, contemplation, prayer 
or simple silent companionship. No need to sign up, 
all are welcome. Please enter through the main church 
entrance (in the circle drive). You will be directed to the 
Chapel by the church receptionist. Please enter the Chapel 
area quietly. Visit gracestlukes.org/mindfulness.

Yoga with Anne Classes resume September 8. If you’re 
looking for a new way to cope with the stress and fullness 
of life, now might be the time to try that yoga class you’ve 
been meaning to join. In addition to reducing stress, yoga 
is great for increasing flexibility, strength, and balance. 
Anne Ayres has been teaching yoga to patients and staff 
at the VA for many years and is delighted to be offering 
a weekly class at GSL Church. Her class will focus on 
guiding students through a series of postures designed 
to release tension and refresh the spirit. The class will be 
open to all levels from beginner to seasoned practitioner 
with modifications offered to make the poses accessible to 
anyone. Visit gracestlukes.org/yoga.

Christi Authement
Recreation & Wellness Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

The Enneagram is coming to Grace-St. Luke’s 
Church Saturday, October 28, from 5:30-9 p.m. 
and Saturday, October 29, from 1-6 p.m.

• Do you want a deeper awareness of yourself, to learn what 
makes you tick and discover your unique place in life, 
work and relationships?

• Do you want to reverse the behaviors that keep you from 
experiencing a deeper sense of purpose?

• Do you want to strengthen your marriage and family, 
become a better spouse, parent and enrich your 
relationships?

• Do you have a hard time relating to people who aren’t like 
you?

• Do you want to make your team, group or organization 
more effective?

If the answer to any of these questions is YES, then you are 
the perfect candidate for the Enneagram.

What is the Enneagram: The Enneagram is a framework that 
has been around for thousands of years that offers in-depth 
insight to individuals, groups and collectives. It creates 
self-awareness and uncovers positive, and self-defeating, 
patterns of behaviors that drive and motivate us. It helps to 
reverse unhealthy patterns of behavior and accelerates lasting 
transformation in life, work and relationships. 

“Studying the Enneagram has given me great insight into 
why I find satisfaction in some activities and little satisfaction 
in others. I can see that my Enneagram type correlates with 
why I choose to function as I do whereas the Meyers-Briggs 
personality indicator helps me understand how I function. It 
also shows me the importance of integrating characteristics 
from the rest of the Enneagram types to function more 
effectively.” —Lee Nix, Grace-St. Luke’s Parishioner

How does the Enneagram deepen my Christian Faith?
The Enneagram is a powerful tool when viewed through 
the lens of the Gospel. It allows us to fully understand the 
intricacies of our personalities and the unique individuals 
God designed us to be. We are uniquely made in God’s 
image, and when we come together with different 
personalities, gifts and abilities, we reflect to others more of 
who Christ is, than we could do individually. It also allows us 
to better understand the people we worship and serve with, 
helping us to extend grace and compassion. When we rely 
on Christ and find our hope in him, we can experience the 
rest and freedom that comes from being his beloved children. 
These insights can transform our lives and ministries. 

9 | www.gracestlukes.org
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Membership & Stewardship
gracestlukes.org/give

A Legacy of Thoughtful Giving

We’ve been blessed to have Bev and Terry Trojan as devoted Grace-
St. Luke’s parishioners since 2009. Bev served faithfully as parish 
treasurer for eight years, and Terry currently serves on our  

      endowment committee. 

When Grace-St. Luke’s announced a partnership with Thompson & 
Associates and their representative, Jeremy Pharr, Bev and Terry were 
thrilled.  The Trojans had worked with Jeremy through UTHSC to refine 
their estate plans and they couldn’t have been happier with the results.
“Jeremy took the time to discover with us what our priorities and goals were for our planning.  He helped us 
articulate what was important to us and reflect those values in our plans,” says Terry.

Meeting with Jeremy, Bev and Terry identified the dreams, goals, values, people, and places that were important in 
their lives. “Once we had determined what we valued as our legacy, Jeremy was able to suggest mechanisms which 
would allow our estate to support organizations and activities we cared about while at the same time preserving 
funds which would pass to our children.  Hopefully we will leave a legacy of thoughtful giving as a model for our 
children.”

In their experience, the Trojans say, “Jeremy is extremely knowledgeable, and the process is so thoughtful and 
thorough. There’s no pressure at all. Because Jeremy and his company have no products to sell, nor do they write 
wills, their focus is solely on helping us define our goals and suggesting avenues that would truly reflect our values.  
Our attorney was familiar with Thompson & Associates and said that we had saved considerable time and expense 
by bringing such focused suggestions to the revision of our wills.”

“We encourage all Grace-St. Luke’s parishioners to accept this opportunity.  The experience was so valuable and 
enriching to us, and we highly recommend it to everyone. If any parishioner would like to talk with us further 
about our experience, please feel free to give us a call.”

Chapman Morrow
Membership & Stewardship Associate
901-252-6328 | cmorrow@gracestlukes.org

We hope you’ll take advantage of this unique opportunity for values-based planning with 
Jeremy Pharr of Thompson & Associates (www.ceplan.com). With a personalized process 

that’s for everyone, Jeremy can help you develop a plan for you and your loved ones that highlights 
your values, captures your priorities, outlines your intentions, and protects your assets.

Thanks to a generous gift to the parish, this service is provided at no cost to Grace-St. Luke’s Church 
parishioners through the end of 2022. Don’t wait! Whether you need to create a plan, want a second 
opinion on an existing plan, or just have questions about your planning, Jeremy can help.

Stop by and meet Jeremy at the Parish Life Festival (Stewardship table) on September 11. If you’d 
like to learn more or are interested in scheduling some time with Jeremy, please contact Membership 
& Stewardship Associate Chapman Morrow at 901-252-6328 or cmorrow@gracestlukes.org.

http://gracestlukes.org/music
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.ceplan.com
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Grace-St. Luke's School
www.gslschool.org

News from GSL School 

The 2022-23 school year is underway at GSL, with 
new Head of School Dr. Andy Surber at the helm 

and a great deal of excitement about what lies ahead for 
our school. In case you haven’t heard, this is a milestone 
year for GSL! We are celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
our founding in 1947 as an outreach of Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. How grateful we are that the Rev. 
Dr. Charles Stuart Hale recognized the importance of a 
Christian education, saw the leadership abilities of our 
school founder, Lorena Webber Walker, and encouraged 
her to grow our school on this beautiful corner in Central 
Gardens! 

After a busy summer of reflection and preparation, along 
with eight fun-filled weeks of SummerFest camps, we 
launched the 2022-23 year with a special faculty Eucharist 
led by Father Ollie during in-service, followed the next week 
by an All-School Chapel for the entire student body, from 
Little Lukers through 8th Grade! Clergy-led chapel services 
are a regular part of life at GSL, with separate weekly 
offerings for Middle School, Lower School, and Preschool, 
in addition to an all-school service every Thursday. Lower 
School and Middle School students volunteer to acolyte 
and read during these services, and this year we also plan 
to start a Middle School chapel advisory committee to 
allow students the chance to participate even further in 
programming. Our Episcopal identity as a welcoming, 
inclusive community is foundational to our philosophy and 
reinforced by the school’s Formative Five character education 
program, which emphasizes the importance of empathy, self-
control, embracing diversity, integrity, and grit. 

We hope you’ve noticed the aesthetic improvements to 
our campus that were made over the summer—besides 
reopening the GSL pool located behind the Scout Lodge, 
we also spent time improving the Preschool playground, 
repairing concrete on Lemaster in front of the Saints Gym/
Middle School entrance, painting walls, waxing floors, 
installing new flooring in the hallway between the Church 
and School, replacing carpets in classrooms, refreshing 
exterior signage, and replacing our awnings. We were excited 
to spruce up for the special 75th Anniversary community 
event we held August 20! That night was a wonderful 
celebration of our history and everything that we love about 
GSL.

We are pleased to announce that in 
addition to Dr. Surber, 14 teachers 
(some returning to our roster) joined 
GSL this year:
Antonio Hinton, Director of Auxiliary 
Programs (ACE: After School Care)
Kevin Searle, ACE Associate Director
Robert Ward, Preschool Fun & Fitness Teacher
Marlene Soto, Little Lukers Teacher
Emma Boehme, Little Lukers Assistant
Amanda Coile, Little Lukers Assistant
Victoria Blackwell, Pre-Kindergarten Teacher
Deborah Lowe, Pre-Kindergarten Assistant
Athalie Hutson, Pre-Kindergarten Assistant 
Kelsey Tuten, Pre-Kindergarten Assistant
Kat Vinton, Senior Kindergarten Assistant 
Jessica Muller, First Grade Teacher
Katie Searle, Fourth Grade Teacher
The Rev. Noah Campbell, 6th Grade Bible

Finally, we share an enrollment update: We began the year 
with 443 students, which included a record FOUR sections 
of our two-year-old Little Lukers! We’re now accepting 
applications for the 2023-24 school year. We are so grateful 
to all of the church families who have chosen GSL for their 
children’s education! If you are considering GSL for the 
coming year, please give us a call! We’d love to give you a 
tour and show you what makes this school special. Please 
direct any inquiries to Head of School Andy Surber or 
Director of Enrollment Shelly McGuire at 901-278-0200.

Thank you, as always, for your prayers and support this 
school year. We invite you to stay connected to the school 
by liking or following us on social media, where we post 
regularly. Links are as follows and are also available on our 
website at www.gslschool.org.
Facebook School page: www.facebook.com/gslschool 
Twitter: twitter.com/GSLSchoolMem
Instagram: www.instagram.com/gslschool
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/2254618
Facebook Alumni page: www.facebook.com/GSLAlumni  

Calendar Events 
Labor Day Holiday: Monday, September 5
Parent-Teacher Conferences Holiday: Friday, September 30
Fall Break Holiday: October 5-7
Preschool Admissions Open House: Saturday, November 12
Grandparents’ Day (Half-Day): Tuesday, November 22
Thanksgiving Break Holiday: November 23-25

continued on page 12

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.gslschool.org
http://www.gslschool.org
https://www.facebook.com/gslschool
https://twitter.com/GSLSchoolMem
https://www.instagram.com/gslschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2254618
https://www.facebook.com/GSLAlumni
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GSL Youth Ministry 
Staff Position 
Expanded To Include 
Young Adults

We are pleased to announce that 
Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams has expanded 
duties to serve in a new position 
at GSL: Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries. During 
the summer months, Amzie be-

gan focusing on the integral purpose to design and maintain 
offerings and strategies which create and build connections 
among middle and high school youth, parents of house-
holds with youth, and young adult singles and couples. This 
ministry role is rooted in a programmatic focus on weekly 
worship attendance, spiritual formation and growth, and the 
essential importance of Christian community. Amzie’s duties 
include collaborating with clergy, staff, and volunteers includ-
ing age-group advisory/support committees, Sunday forma-
tion class teachers, Grace-St. Luke’s Middle School and other 
area schools, and youth mentors on serving on events offered 
within and beyond the parish. The role will work closely with 
Director of Children and Family Ministries Anthony Calzia 
as part of our focus on a continuum-approach to forming 
Christian children, youth, and adults. Congratulations and 
thanks to Amzie for his gifts!

Midweek Eucharist
Each Wednesday, we gather in the Chapel for a 30-minute 
service of Holy Communion. On the first Wednesday of 
the month, the offering includes special prayers for God’s 
healing grace and optional anointing with oil. Enter via 
the “Chapel” door on Lemaster Street or Church Offices 
entrance.

We were delighted to welcome our new Head of School Dr. 
Andy Surber to campus in July. He is no stranger to this 
community, as he previously served at GSL as our Head of 
Lower School from 2009-2013.

Members of GSL’s Class of 2018 returned to campus in 
August for a College Sendoff Lunch. Front row, l to r: Warner 
Davidson, Andrew Berntson, Rowan Renken, William 
Halliday, Felix Campbell, Chris Bird, Addison Wilson, 
Lilly Linkous, Carter Strickland, Sara Kate Burnett, Rachel 
McAfee, Ava Vining, Claire Wallace; back row: Nash Kaye, 
Evans Culpepper, Jack Sullivan, Thomas Kvande, Lawson 
Vaughan, Max Grove, Ethan Cupples, Andrew Kerr, Mary 
Claire Carney, and Chloe Schwartz.

GSL School, continued
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Food Pantry Ministry Team Captain Training. Beginning this fall, come party in the kitchen with us! Team Captains for the Food Pantry 
Ministry were trained at CH August 10, where they had fun in the kitchens there and learned a lot! Read more on page 6.

Blessing of the Backpacks and BLTs. On August 14, we kicked off the start of our fall programming with a most wonderful Blessing of 
the Backpacks at the 10 a.m. service, followed by delicious BLTs. It was wonderful to see old friends and make some new ones. See more 
pictures here: tinyurl.com/BackpacksBLTs2022

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://tinyurl.com/BackpacksBLTs2022
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Membership
News

Transfer In
• Jordan and Jackson Schieffler from 

Second Presbyterian, Memphis
• Kate Hampton from St. Thomas More 

Catholic, Cincinnati, Ohio
• Dawn Currica from St. Elisabeth’s, 

Bartlett
• Kelly Martin from Idlewild Presbyterian, 

Memphis 
• Stewart Vaughan from Bellevue Baptist, 

Memphis
• Nedra Wick and Rebecca Locke from All 

Saints’ Episcopal Church, Atlanta
• Leslie and Joe Cianciolo, from Woodland 

Presbyterian Church and St. Louis 
Catholic Church

Transfer Out
• Thad Cockrill to Holy Communion, 

Memphis
• Chris Green to Calvary, Memphis
Births
• Lilly Ann Hamric, daughter of Venus and 

Louis Hamric (May 21)
• Henry Boggs, son of Jenay and Alex 

Boggs (July 1)
• Virginia Wright Prascher, daughter of 

Ann and Will Prascher (July 20)
Holy Baptism (June 5)
• Henley Patricia Burress, daughter of Meg 

and Austin Burress
• Frances Louise and Warren Walker Juel, 

daughter and son of Emily and Stephen 
Juel

Looking 
Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Year C

Follow this link (www.gracestlukes.
org/discover/this-sundays-texts) for 
access to Sunday lectionary readings 
online where you may reflect and pray 
with them at any time. Also offered are 
an overview, scripture backgrounds, 
a reflection, and prayer starters to 
enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials &
Honoraria

Honoraria
• In honor of the baptism of Kathryn 

Louise and Laura James McDermott by 
Katie & Grant McDermott

• In thanksgiving for the ministry of The 
Rev. Ollie Rencher by Madge Saba

• In honor of the 40th anniversary of 
the ordination of the Rev. Anne Stone 
Carrière by Edith Heller

• Grace-St. Luke’s Friends of Music by 
David Work 

Memorials
• Virginia Darlington from Betty 

Underwood
• Elizabeth Lillico Dunlap from Judy 

Douglass, Carolyn & Tom Chesney, 
Sandra & John Fox, Mr. & Mrs. 
Blanchard E. Tual, Nancy & Sonny 
Golden, Mary Linda & Lee Wardlaw

• Alice Munson Gayden from Mary Stagg
• Gibby McSpadden from Trish & John 

Pontius, Emily & Billy Smith, Mary 
Linda & Lee Wardlaw

• Charles R. Chandler from Mr. & Mrs. 
Walton W. Griffin, Margaret Craddock, 
Chapman Morrow, Edith & Bob Heller

• Charles Manning Edwards from Nancy 
& Martin Edwards

• Marsha Brown Hayes from Libby & 
Howard Pritchard, Edith & Bob Heller, 
Bond & Jim Moore, Sally & Ed Beasley, 
Jane & Mackie Gober, Mary Linda & 
Lee Wardlaw

• Molly Gary from Mary Linda & Lee 
Wardlaw

• Donald Arthur Ashford from Mary Linda 
& Lee Wardlaw

• Becky Brown Robinson from Leslie 
Jamieson, Meredith & Paul McDonald, 
Trish & John Pontius, Jane & Mackie 
Gober

Altar Flowers, Eucharistic Supplies During Worship 
Thank you for your gifts!

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic supplies 
given in their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving, and Eucharistic supplies 
(wafers, wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, including dates that may hold 
significance and have been reserved by you in the past, contact Communications Associate Lucy Owens (901-252-6333, lowens@
gracestlukes.org). Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; further in advance may show 
more available dates. Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee (listed above) either online or mail it to 
the parish office. Your donation must be received for the reservation to be considered complete, and for the acknowledgement to be 
printed in the Sunday leaflet.

• Mitzi Louise Larson, daughter of 
Kirkland Bible and Sisco Larson

• Kathryn Louise and Laura James 
McDermott, daughters of Katie and 
Grant McDermott

• Anne Hartley Rowe, daughter of Brittney 
and Schaefer Rowe

Deaths
• Gilbert Russell “Gibby” McSpadden Jr. 

May 24
• Marsha Brown Hayes, June 24
• Martha Ellen “Molly” Gary, July 11
• Rebecca “Becky” Brown Robinson, July 31
Burials and Committals
• Elizabeth Lillico Dunlap, June 5,  

died Apr. 11, 2022
• Charles Rufus Chandler, June 6 

died May 28, 2022
• Charles Stanley Johnson Jr., June 19 

died Nov. 14, 2021
• Rebecca “Becky” Brown Robinson, Aug. 4, 

died July 31, 2022
• Shannon Elizabeth Heun Bettis, Aug. 13, 

died Aug. 7, 2022

• J. Richard Briscoe from Joshua Fowler
• Shannon Heun Bettis from Susan & 

Charles Lynch

http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Worship & Formation
gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship | gracestlukes.org/discover
SUNDAYS
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Homily and Hymns 
8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Community Breakfast by the Crossmen
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. Formation Hour: Adult Parish Hall Forum and  
 Small Group Classes; Youth and Children Classes
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Sermon and Choir, Livestreamed
 includes Children’s Chapel and return to families at 
 the Peace followed by Fellowship and Refreshments 
 *Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. – Noon
4 – 4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
5 p.m. Contemplative Holy Eucharist with Music and 
 Third Sunday Choral Evensong (September-May)
WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Noon – 12:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel  
 September-May; Healing Prayers included on First Wednesdays 
Wednesday 6 – 7 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
 Explore gracestlukes.org/discover for schedule and details
Wednesday 8 – 8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 
901-272-7425 | www.gracestlukes.org | 901-252-6334 Pastoral Emergencies

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon
Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director
John Barnum, Director of Finance and Operations
Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate and Assistant to the Rector
Chapman Morrow, Membership and Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Associate
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music and Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

2022 Vestry
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis (Reinvigorating 
Church), Sandra Ireland (Stewardship), Jonathan Large (Community 
Engagement), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden, Administration)
2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Senior Warden, 
Administration), Johnny Norris (Youth Formation), Paula Sappington (Clerk, 
Reinvigorating Church), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development)
2024: Bill Abernathy (Community Engagement), Karen Clark (Adult 
Formation), Beth Perkins (Community Engagement), Hallie Peyton 
(Congregational Development), Rudy Williams (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter 
concerning yourself or a member, including any medical procedures, contact 
the clergy confidentially via 901-252-6330 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.
org. For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a member, contact the 
24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to 
communicate pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a member 
of the clergy or pastoral care team. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators: Sandra 
Ireland and Beth Perkins.

Support Groups at GSL

AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon
Contact: Lucy Owens
lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android 
and Apple Stores. The app is an effective way for the church 
to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. You can download the app in the following ways: 
Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play 
stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

GSL eNews

Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We 
have switched to an email service, MailChimp, to send out 
our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most 
likely going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@
gracestlukes.org to your address book. Need help getting 
them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 
901-252-6333 or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

Privacy Policy & 
Photo Opt-Out Form

Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form 
may be found on the GSL website at www.gracestlukes.org/
privacy-policy.

Look for GRACESTLUKES 
in Cyberspace.
Church website:  - gracestlukes.org 
Facebook:  - - - - - facebook.com/gracestlukes 
Twitter:  - - - - - - - twitter.com/gracestlukes
Instagram:  - - - - - instagram.com/gracestlukes
Vimeo:  - - - - - - - vimeo.com/gracestlukes 
Pinterest:  - - - - - - pinterest.com/gracestlukes
Flickr:  - - - - - - - - flickr.com/gracestlukes
YouTube:  - - - - - - youtube.com/gracestlukes

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship
http://gracestlukes.org/discover
http://gracestlukes.org/discover
http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
http://www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
mailto:pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org
mailto:pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org
mailto:lucy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/app
mailto:gsl%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:gsl%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy
http://www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy
mailto:?subject=
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Fall 2022 - Early Winter 2023 | August 14 – January 16 
Worship, Formation, Community, Music & More

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

Sundays  8 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Homily and Hymns
  8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Community Breakfast by the Crossmen
  9:15 – 10:15 a.m.  Formation Hour: Adult Parish Hall Forum and  
   Small Group Classes; Youth and Children Classes
   gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Sermon and Choir, Livestreamed
   includes Children’s Chapel and return to families at 
   the Peace followed by Fellowship and Refreshments 
   *Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. – Noon
  4 – 4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Contemplative Holy Eucharist with Music and 
   Third Sunday Choral Evensong (September-May)
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Noon – 12:30 p.m.  Holy Eucharist in the Chapel, starting September 7  
   September-May; Healing Prayers included on First Wednesdays 
Wednesday 6 – 7 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
   Explore gracestlukes.org/discover for schedule and details
Wednesday 8 – 8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live 
   facebook.com/gracestlukes

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship

SUNDAY and WEEKDAY SCHEDULE beginning September 11 

Grace-St. Luke’s Church provides a meaningful abundance of weekly and occasional worship, formation (learning), commu-
nity-building, music, and more to enrich the faith and spiritual journeys of adults, youth, and children. This seasonal program 
guide (Life at GSL) is designed for all members, newcomers, and visitors to explore and engage in a myriad of events. Most are 
on-campus offerings, and some are available online. Details or changes in offerings listed, as well as any additional offerings, 
may be found at www.gracestlukes.org and via weekly eNews, social media, and worship leaflet notices. 

Life at GSL Program Guide 

 gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl | 16
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August 14, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost | Blessing of the Backpacks and BLTs
Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist followed by BLTs in Trezevant Hall. Every owner 
of a backpack is invited to bring it to the 10 a.m. liturgy, where the clergy will offer a special blessing on each 
one for a prosperous school year and provide bag tags. All are invited to Trezevant Hall for fellowship including 
bacon-lettuce-tomato sandwiches and refreshments. Spread the word about this fun annual event and oppor-
tunity for community-building!

August 21, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost | Day after GSL School 75th Anniversary Celebration, 9:15 a.m.
Conversation with New Head of School Dr. Andy Surber, 9:15 – 9:45 a.m. In the life of our pre-kindergarten 
to 8th grade parish school, July 1 marked a new ministry for Dr. Andy Surber following the 11-year ministry of 
Mr. Thor Kvande. Dr. Surber comes to Grace-St. Luke’s School from Laguna Blanca School in Santa Barbara, 
California (2013-2022, Assistant Head of School and Head of Lower School) and served before at GSL School 
(2009-2013, Head of Lower School). Holding successful experience and degrees in organizational change, 
leadership, and child development, Dr. Surber brings expertise, enthusiasm, and a pledge to excellence to GSL 
School as it marks its 75th anniversary beginning with a celebration event on Saturday, August 20 at the Anchor 

Center. Father Ollie Rencher, Rector, who served on the Head of School Search Committee, will interview Dr. Surber for attendees to 
learn about an exciting new season. Come and welcome Dr. Surber to GSL! Explore www.gslschool.org. 

August 28, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost and Episcopal School Sunday
Episcopal School Sunday observed at 10 a.m. at Grace-St. Luke’s Church. Today marks our celebration of 
the approximately 1,200 Episcopal schools and early childhood education programs throughout The Episco-

pal Church including our parish school founded in 1947. It is our custom in the early weeks of a new academic year to invite School 
administration, faculty, staff, and student households to join the parish for worship and to offer commissioning prayers for those who 
minister, teach and learn. A reception will follow in Trezevant Hall. GSL School prepares boys and girls to become creative problem 
solvers, confident lifelong learners, and responsible citizens in their communities and the world. Learn about the National Association 
of Episcopal Schools (NAES) at www.episcopalschools.org and more about GSL School at www.gslschool.org.

September 4, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Community Breakfast 8:30-9:15 a.m. followed by 9:15-10:15 Coffee and Refreshments 

September 11, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Parish Life Festival including Worship, Breakfast, Lunch & Ministry Information | Celebrate the launch of 
fall 2022 parish life offerings through a full morning and afternoon of events! Abundant life at GSL includes 
Sunday and weekday worship, formation, and community-building for adults, youth, and children; small groups; 
outreach and social justice; music; fellowship; and special events. Festival includes worship services, breakfast by 
the Crossmen, taco and fajita bar provided by Swanky’s, Sweet Magnolia gelato, live music, children and youth 
activities, and signup and take-away information about life at GSL and ways to engage this fall and in future 
months. Spread the word and dress comfortably to explore and participate in as much as you wish. | 8 a.m. 

Worship; 8:45-9:30 Breakfast in Trezevant Hall; 9:15-10:15 Mingle & fellowship as ministry tables are getting set up; 10:30 Worship; 
11:30 Ministry information tables, lunch, gelato, music, and fellowship. Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. to noon.

SUNDAYS & WEEKDAYS | www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
August 14, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - January 16, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

9:15 – 10:15 Formation Hour: Adult Parish Hall Forum Offerings  
Trezevant Hall (most events livestreamed: gracestlukes.org/live)  
and Small Group Classes (as listed, locations: look for signage) 

Coffee available beginning at 9:15 after 8:30-9:15 Breakfast 

17 | Life at GSL | Fall-Winter 2022
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September 18, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Caring for the Caregiver: Cultivating Resilience in a Season of Change with the Rev. Dr. Bill Harkins. To every-
thing there is a season. In a season of unprecedented change and a post-pandemic context, what might it mean to 
cultivate resilience? Resilience, typically defined as bouncing back from change, trauma, and adversity, and adapting 
and flourishing in the “new normal,” through thoughts, behaviors, and actions, can be learned, cultivated, and 
developed. Many who care for children, youth, and adults are weary and uncertain where to turn. Join Atlanta-
based Episcopal priest, pastoral theologian, and counselor Dr. Bill Harkins to explore what it means to “come 
alive” while emerging from the pandemic, navigating socio-cultural polarization, and even wondering where the 
“Church” may be in this time. Dr. Harkins also will preach at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. liturgies. 

September 25, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
In Pursuit of Justice for All with Jessica Van Dyke of the Tennessee Innocence Project. The Tennessee Innocence 
Project (TIP) is a nonprofit initiative whose mission is to free wrongfully convicted Tennesseans and to help prevent 
wrongful convictions from occurring in the future. Jessica Van Dyke is the founder and lead counsel. She earned an 
MA in political science at Vanderbilt and is a graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Law. She has worked 
for over 10 years as an attorney at Parker, Lawrence, Cantrell, & Smith, where she specializes in criminal defense 
law. In 2019, she worked to establish the Tennessee Innocence Project as an independent nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping vindicate those with actual claims of innocence. Learn more at tninnocence.org.

October 2, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Pilgrimage to Montgomery and Selma, Alabama: Exploring Our History of Racial Justice and Equity. Learn 
about great plans for an April 20-23, 2023 motorcoach pilgrimage hosted by GSL Church to explore the faithful, 
historic, extraordinary, and meaningful work of Equal Justice Initiative (EJI). In addition to casual fellowship with 
others, the three-day journey will include visits to the Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration, 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, Edmund Pettus Bridge, a panoramic tour of both cities and the region, 
and time for worship and reflection. Many have been asking for such a trip, so come to learn more and sign up. 

October 2, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of The Lord’s Prayer, 
Week One. Join the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher for the first of a two-week conversation based on a brilliant book by John Dominic Crossan about 
the greatest and “strangest” prayer offered for centuries by adults, youth, and children. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All 
are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

October 4 (Tuesday), Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m.
Blessing of the Animals and Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m. Celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi at GSL. All people 
and pets (“creatures great and small”) are invited to a service on Anchor Hill (Peabody at Lemaster). We will com-
memorate commitments of love, simplicity, care for the poor, and animals, commonly attributed to Francis, who 
prayed that all might become instruments of the peace of God for the world. Bring a lawn chair or blanket, and 
ensure pets are leashed or otherwise secured.

October 9, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost and Wellness & Recovery Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Supporting Recovery from Addiction with the Rev. Jan Brown, Deacon, of SpiritWorks Foundation. All children of 
God are called to work towards health in mind, body, and spirit, but addictions may challenge wellness and healthy 
relationships for some. Join us in welcoming back Deacon Brown to talk about the various addictions around us 
and ways we can find liberation. The Rev. Brown is an ordained deacon of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Vir-
ginia and the Executive Director of SpiritWorks Foundation Center for the Soul, a recovery organization based in 
Williamsburg, VA. She holds a master’s degree in addiction studies from Kings’ College, London, and in 2015 was 
appointed by Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori to the Commission on Impairment and Leadership. She is 

also a past chair of Faces & Voices of Recovery and a past board member of Episcopal Recovery Ministries. Deacon Brown also will preach 
at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services. Learn more about her ministry at www.spiritworksfoundation.org. 

October 9, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of The Lord’s Prayer, 
Week Two. Join the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher for the second of a two-week conversation based on a brilliant book by John Dominic Crossan 
about the greatest and “strangest” prayer offered for centuries by adults, youth, and children. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. 
All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage
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October 16, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Celebrate The Feast of Saint Luke and 2023 Every Member Canvass Launch
Music Transcending from Memphis to the World with Stephan Crump. An incredibly talented bassist, com-
poser, and bandleader with lauded album releases and film music contributions, Stephan Crump was born 
in Memphis and lives in Brooklyn. Involved today with an array of ensembles, he is respected worldwide for 
transcending barriers of music genres. The morning after a solo Saturday concert at Crosstown Concourse’s 
Green Room, Crump will be at GSL for an interview with Father Ollie Rencher and to play some eclectic bass 
music to ignite and soothe souls. Visit stephancrump.com. 

October 16, Sunday Small Group Class: Exploring In the Shelter by Pádraig Ó Tuama, Week One. Join the Rev. Laura F. Gettys for 
the first of a two-week look into what has been called a “treasure.” In the Shelter applies ideas of shelter and welcome to journeys of life 
using poetry, story, biblical reflection and prose to open up gentle ways of living well in a troubled world. Poet, storyteller, theologian 
and speaker Pádraig Ó Tuama participated in the 2022 Lenten Preaching Series of Calvary Memphis and will return in 2023. Advanced 
reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

October 23, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Welcome to the Wild World of GSL Church Sports, Wellness, & Fitness with Christi Authement. How much 
do you really know about one of GSL Church’s most active programs with 500-plus annual participants? Come 
learn more about this “thriving” program. You’ll take a trip down memory lane with Recreation and Wellness 
Director Christi Authement and leave with a higher IQ about GSL Church Sports history and current and future 
Recreation and Wellness Programs. And here’s a little teaser...to get the scoop first, you’ll want to be “present” 
(no pun intended) for information about an exciting wellness program starting! 

October 23, Sunday Small Group Class: Exploring In the Shelter by Pádraig Ó Tuama, Week Two. Join the Rev. Laura F. Gettys for 
the second of a two-week look into what has been called a “treasure.” In the Shelter applies ideas of shelter and welcome to journeys 
of life, using poetry, story, biblical reflection and prose to open up gentle ways of living well in a troubled world. Poet, storyteller, 
theologian and speaker Pádraig Ó Tuama participated in the 2022 Lenten Preaching Series of Calvary Memphis and will return in 
2023. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

October 30, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Preserving Respect in a Season of Polarization with Otis Sanford. In the United States today, we find diversity 
of opinions and increasing polarization and disagreement at every turn. Yet, as persons of faith, we are com-
mitted to loving our neighbor and preserving the dignity of every human being, even those with whom we 
ardently disagree. No stranger to GSL, Mr. Sanford is a seasoned journalist, political commentary, and professor 
at the University of Memphis. Join him and others as we discover ways of continuing respectful dialogue and 
cooperative work with all those around us. 

October 30, Sunday Small Group Class: Does Prayer Work?: Reflections on a Short Story. Join Fr. Jesse Abell for a discussion of 
William Hoffman’s short story “The Question of Rain” and the provocative questions about prayer that it raises. Advanced reading is 
welcome but not required. (You can get a copy of the short story in advance by reaching out to Jesse+ at jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org.) 
All are welcome.  | Location: Look for Signage

November 6, All Saints’ Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Learning from the Saints with the Rev. Dr. Tim Vivian. We name churches, camps, hospitals, and cities after 
them. We talk about them in church, and our religious calendars list feast days for them. The title “saint” means 
a “holy one.” But what does it mean for these men and women, our saints, to be called holy? And, what does 
holiness mean for us? Join us for a lively conversation with Dr. Tim Vivian, Professor Emeritus of Religious 
Studies, California State University, Bakersfield and priest of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin. In 2018, 
he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from the Church Divinity School of the Pacific, an Episcopal 
seminary, for his scholarship and witness to social justice over his career and ministry. 
Dr. Vivian will also host a Lunch & Learn event on the Desert Fathers & Mothers at Noon. 
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November 13, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Love Heals: The Witness of Thistle Farms with the Rev. Becca Stevens. Episcopal priest, author, speaker, 
social entrepreneur, and founder/president of Thistle Farms, Becca Stevens returns to GSL. Nashville-based 
Thistle Farms provides sanctuary, healing, and employment for women survivors of prostitution, trafficking, 
and addiction. Holy Scripture, the Church, and the faith that lives in us uphold that love is the way. Becca and 
friends will reflect and engage a conversation about healing, hope, and how love is the most powerful force for 
change in the world. The Rev. Stevens also will preach at the 8 & 10:30 a.m. liturgies, and Thistle Farms goods 
will be available for purchase in Trezevant Hall. [thistlefarms.org] 

November 13, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Shack, Week One. It’s been called many things: an absorbing novel, a work 
of heresy, “a kind of prayer.” Its rich images of the Trinity have been acclaimed as accessible, while being called deceptive and misleading 
by others. Join Fr. Jesse Abell in a two-part discussion of Paul Young’s novel The Shack and how it coincides with or varies from classical 
Christian teachings about God. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

November 20, The Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King and Pledge Consecration Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Honoring the Merger of Grace and St. Luke’s Churches and Pledging to Our Future. GSL family members 
and friends gather to reflect on our past (1940 Thanksgiving Day first service together), present, and future 
ministry and vision. In addition to storytelling and remarks, historical memorabilia from the parish archives 
will be displayed. This last Sunday of Ordinary Time (Pentecost) also marks Pledge Consecration Sunday, an 
intentional time to acknowledge and bless time, talent, and money pledges to support parish life in 2023 fol-
lowing the October 16 Every Member Canvass launch. 

November 20, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Shack, Week Two. It’s been called many things: an absorbing novel, a work 
of heresy, “a kind of prayer.” Its rich images of the Trinity have been acclaimed as accessible, while being called deceptive and mislead-
ing by others. Join Fr. Jesse Abell in a two-part discussion of Paul Young’s novel The Shack and how it coincides with or varies from 
classical Christian teachings about God. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

November 24 (Thursday), Thanksgiving Day
Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m. Every year, we pause to remember the merger of two congregations, Grace (mission 1850, built 1896) and St. 
Luke’s (mission and built 1894), which gathered for its first service on Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 1940. A 10:00 a.m. Thanks-
giving Day Holy Eucharist will be offered following an earlier celebration on November 21, Christ the King Sunday. All are invited to 
attend, spread the word, and invite others. 

November 27, First Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Advent Wreath-Making Festival with Opening Meditation by the Clergy. All ages are invited to celebrate 
the Church New Year, the First Sunday of Advent, by crafting a household wreath in Trezevant Hall. This 
event is for parishioners and visitors to share unique fellowship time on the Sunday after Thanksgiving Day 
and together begin the waiting journey to Christmas. Helpers, instructions, greenery, candles, holiday treats, 
and music will be provided, but please bring your clippers and/or scissors. Advanced sign-up at tinyurl.com/
GSLAdventWreaths2022 will help with supply-gathering but is not essential.

December 4, Second Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Annual Meeting of the Parish. All members and newcomers are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish in person or via Zoom. This one-hour occasion will undertake key business matters, including the election 
of the Vestry Class of 2025, parish life highlights since the last annual meeting, update on and collection of 2023 
annual fund pledges for the finance committee and vestry meetings to adopt a 2023 operating budget before 
January, and state-of-the-parish remarks from the Senior Warden and the Rector. Details including virtual access, 
agenda, vestry nominee biographical statements, and the voting process will be maintained at gracestlukes.org/
annualmeeting2022.

December 11, Third Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Exploring Scripture, Spirituality, Faith, and Journey with the Rev. Lauren F. Winner. Join Episcopal priest 
and Duke Divinity School professor Lauren Winner for a lively offering and conversation to take us deeper 
into the richness of scripture, spirituality, faith, and journey. Winner is a popular author of important papers 
and books including A Word To Live By, Mudhouse Sabbath, Wearing God, Girl Meets God, and Still. In February 
2020 at GSL, Winner reflected on The Imagery of Salt and Light in Scripture and offered a lunch-and-learn on 
The Impact of Anna Julia Cooper and Frederick Douglass on the American Story. The Rev. Winner will preach 
at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. liturgies. 
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December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Bring a Bible to Journey through the Advent Gospels with the Clergy. The Fourth Sunday of Advent is a 
perfect time to gather and closely study the gospel according to Matthew before Christmas. The circuitous 
gospel route of this Advent oddly has readers starting near the end of the book and ending in the first chapter. 
Bring a Bible to join the clergy and others for fellowship and sacred time with Matthew 24:36-44; 3:1-12; 
11:2-11; 1:18-25 before this year’s Christmas Gospel (John 1:1-14). 

December 24, Christmas Eve 
Worship 3 p.m. Christmas Pageant with Eucharist; 5 and 9 p.m. Festival Choral Eucharist

December 25, The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ: Christmas 
Worship 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns (only liturgy of the day). Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. For-
mation Hour Offerings suspended until January 8. 

January 1, The Holy Name of Jesus 
Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. liturgy (only liturgy of the day). Formation Hour Offerings suspended until 
January 8. 

January 6 (Friday), The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens, 6 p.m. The 12 days of Christmas ends by celebrating the mani-
festation of Christ and his divinity and the coming of the Magi. All are invited to Grace-St. Luke’s Church for 
a Festival Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens with homily and music at 6 p.m. Save your Advent and 
Christmas wreaths and garland to add to the outdoor fire at the end of the service.

January 8, First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and The Bishop’s Annual Visitation
Conversation with the Bishop, 9:30 – 10 a.m. Join the Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf for a meaningful conversation 
on the day when candidates for baptism, confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation will be presented. This is 
an annual occasion to exchange questions and answers and to reflect on the shared work of the Diocese of West 
Tennessee, The Episcopal Church, The Anglican Communion, and Grace-St. Luke’s Parish. Bishop Phoebe 
also will preach at 8 and 10:30 a.m. and with the candidates be honored with a festive reception in Trezevant 
Hall after the 10:30 liturgy. 

January 15, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, 9:15 a.m.
Reflecting on the Christian Ministry of Martin Luther King, Jr., 9:15-10:15 a.m. Come to Trezevant Hall for 
a presentation and discussion about Dr. King’s commitment to both human and civil rights. Human rights are 
inherent to all human beings. Civil rights are personal rights guaranteed and protected by the U.S. Constitution 
and federal laws enacted by Congress. In Jesus, there is no discrimination, which is why Dr. King and countless 
others walked by faith and not by sight. 

Social Justice Afternoon Tour with Memphis Heritage Tours, 1 – 4 p.m. After lunchtime, observe the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. weekend by joining GSL parishioners and guests in learning about and visiting Memphis lynching sites. Dr. Elaine 
Turner will shepherd this sacred time together. 

Solemn Choral Evensong Observing the Feast of Martin Luther King Jr., 5 p.m. One of the ancient and modern aspects of the Anglican/
Episcopal tradition is the beautiful service of Choral Evensong (sung Evening Prayer). This commemorative contemplative liturgy led 
by a member of the clergy and the choir, with hymns sung by the congregation, is enhanced with the burning of incense and includes 
three lessons appointed for the feast day (Psalm 77:11-20, Exodus 3:7-12, Luke 6:27-36). 

January 16, Monday, The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Eucharist, 11:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with Music, 11:30 a.m. at GSL. A celebration of the Holy Eucharist is one of the most worth-
while ways for Christians to pause on this day to pray, meditate on the appointed lessons, sing hymns, experience 
powerful music, and gather around God’s Table to share the “holiest of meals.” GSL offers this spiritual practice 
of our tradition to the Memphis community as one of the sorts of occasions central to the life of Dr. King and 
his dream for the human family. Spread the word.
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WEEKDAY & OTHER FORMATION PROGRAMS

Ancient Dysfunction: A Family Systems Exploration of the Biblical Patriarchs
Dates: Wednesdays, September 14, 21, 28, October 5 
Time: 6 – 7 p.m. 
Location: Peete Room 
Adam & Eve, Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebekkah, and Jacob & Leah & Rachel have been revered as holy fami-
lies by world religions for millennia, but the biblical text also reveals some dysfunctional behavior patterns in their 
families that seem to be passed on generation after generation. Join psychologist Dr. Anne Ayres for a closer look 
at these ancient biblical families from a family systems perspective. Sign up at tinyurl.com/AncientDysfunction. 

The Ammas & The Abbas: An Introduction to the Desert Fathers and Mothers
Dates: Wednesdays, October 12, 19, 26, & November 2 
Time: 6 – 7 p.m. 
Location: Peete Room 
The first monks and nuns in Christianity were eccentric and weird, wild men and women. They lived out in 
the desert, trying to live a quiet, prayerful life of solitude, but soon they became known for their wisdom and 
holiness and people began to flock to them for counsel and expert teaching on spirituality. Join Fr. Jesse Abell 

for this four-part introduction to some of the major men and women who have continued to inspire Christians for 1,700 years. Sign 
up at tinyurl.com/AmmasAbbas. (Note: After our series, on Sunday, November 6, we will have a special Lunch & Learn event at GSL 
with the Rev. Dr. Tim Vivian to learn more detail about these Ammas and Abbas.)

Enneagram Retreat Workshop
Dates: Friday, October 28 through Saturday, October 29 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Would you like to have healthier relationships? More productive workplaces and meetings? The Enneagram is 
a personality typing system that describes patterns in how people interpret the world and manage their emo-
tions. Join us for a group journey of self-discovery and coaching, facilitated by seasoned coach Anna Duggan, 
as we learn more about who we are and how we interact with others. Contact Christi Authement for questions: 
cauthement@gracestlukes.org or 901-825-7353. Sign up today at tinyurl.com/GSLEnneagram. 

Overlooked Books of the Bible: Introduction to the Apocrypha
Dates: Wednesdays, November 9, 16, 30, December 7 
Time: 6 – 7 p.m. 
Location: Peete Room 
You might have noticed that the table of contents in Anglican and Roman Catholic Bibles differs from that 
of run-of-the-mill Protestant Bibles. Have you ever wondered why? Have you ever been intrigued by readings 
on Sunday morning that come from books you haven’t ever heard talked about before (Sirach, Wisdom, Mac-
cabees, Tobit, etc.)? This is your chance to learn more about the Apocrypha, those books that early American 

Protestants removed from Bibles in the New World. Join Dr. Dan Pigg for this fascinating introduction to some of the greatest biblical 
stories you’ve never heard. Sign up at tinyurl.com/GSLApocrypha. 

All are invited to attend a Lunch & Learn: Ancient Holy Ones of the Desert event with the Rev. Dr. Tim 
Vivian, on Sunday, November 6, from Noon to 1:30 p.m. in Trezevant Hall. Dr. Vivian will explore some 
of the first monks & nuns, spiritual directors, and mystics of the Church, who are now known as the 
“Desert Fathers and Mothers.” 

Register and pay for lunch ($10) online tinyurl.com/LunchNLearn2022 or contact Congregational Life 
Associate, Abby Huber (901-252-6336, ahuber@gracestlukes.org).
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Adult Inquirers & Confirmation Class “Living Into Our Faith” 
Dates: Sundays, October 30; November 6, 13, & 20; December 4, 11, & 18 
Time: 12 – 1 p.m. 
Location: TBD 
What does it mean to live as a Christian in the Episcopal tradition in today’s world? Why is the Eucharist so cru-
cial to our faith? Why do Episcopalians have such peculiar terminology (e. g. narthex, curate, vestry, etc.)? These 
and many other questions will be addressed and discussed during our Inquirers series entitled, “Living Into Our 
Faith.” This class is for both members and non-members who wish to learn more about, have a refresher, or 
reaffirm their faith as Episcopalians; who are not confirmed Episcopalians; or who wish to be received into the 
Episcopal Church from another Christian tradition. At the end of the class, those who wish to be confirmed, 

reaffirmed, or received will be invited to take part in a service during Bishop Phoebe’s visit to GSL on January 8. For questions, contact 
Fr. Jesse Abell (jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6330). Details and Registration: gracestlukes.org/inquirers-classes. 

GSL Daytime Book Group (Weekday) hosted by Janie Morris and Carol Ann Mallory
The book group meets on the second Thursday of the month at GSL, September through May from 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Bring your lunch if you like. No obligations or requirements, just show up if you read 
the book, are thinking of reading the book, or just want some nice company who loves books. On Septem-
ber 8 we will discuss two books focused on World War II: Daughters of Yalta by Catherine Katz and The Paris 
Library by Janet Skelesin Charles. For further information or to add your name to the mailing list, contact 
Janie Morris (tinyurl.com/RealmJanieMorris) or Carol Ann Mallory (tinyurl.com/RealmCarolAnnMallory) 
via Realm. The reading list for 2022-2023 is found at gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Sacred Ground Continues at GSL 
Sacred Ground is a film and readings-based dialogue series on race and grounded in faith. Small groups will 
walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism while weaving in threads of family story, class, 
and political and regional identity. This fall, another group of GSL members is entering into this important 
conversation. There will also be future opportunities to take part in Sacred Ground here at GSL. For more in-
formation, please reach out to the Rev. Laura Gettys (lgettys@gracestlukes.org), Nicki Soulé (through Realm), 
or Jennie Van Deveer (through Realm). 

Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice 
Dates: Mondays, starting September 12 
Time: 12 – 12:30 p.m. 
Location: The Chapel 
Each week on Monday from 12-12:30 p.m., our beautiful Chapel space will be available for personal mindfulness practice, contempla-
tion, prayer or simple silent companionship. No need to sign-up, all are welcome. Please enter the main church entrance (off Peabody 
Street) and you will be directed to the Chapel by the church receptionist. Please enter the Chapel area quietly. You may look at our 
website under “Wellness” for any cancellations or changes. gracestlukes.org/mindfulness

Thursday Men’s Fellowship 
Dates: Thursdays, starting September 8 
Time: 7 – 7:45 a.m. 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Going strong since January 2020, this always-open community provides space for a conversation about spiritual growth, faith and 
doubt, current events and concerns, intellectual stimulation, and thoughtful living in a fast world. Each begins and ends with prayer. 
Organized by Doug Duncan and Father Ollie Rencher, all men are encouraged to participate weekly or whenever possible and take 
turns presenting a topic. For more information, contact Doug (through Realm Connect) or Fr. Ollie Rencher (orencher@gracestlukes.
org or 901-252-6320). gracestlukes.org/mens-fellowship 

Yoga with Anne 
Dates: Thursdays, starting September 8 
Time: 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
If you’re looking for a new way to cope with stress, now might be the time to try that yoga class you’ve been meaning to join. Anne 
Ayres has been teaching yoga to patients and staff at the VA for many years and is delighted to be offering a weekly class at GSL Church. 
The class is open to all levels from beginner to seasoned practitioner with modifications offered. Please refer to this link for all details: 
gracestlukes.org/yoga. 
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Social Justice Ministry Speakers and Gatherings 
Dates: Third Sundays 
Time: 11:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Contacts: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Nicki Soulé, Jennie Van Deveer 
The ministry of Social Justice serves to inspire our faith community to live out our Baptismal Covenant, “to strive for justice and peace 
among all people” by practicing self-reflection and direct action. All are invited to participate in regular meetings and events. Here are 
some of the events scheduled for this fall: 
• September 18: Education and Equity: A Past, Present and Future Look at Memphis Shelby County Schools. Panel Discussion with Mr. 

Cardell Orrin of Stand for Children and Mr. Russ Wigginton of the National Civil Rights Museum, Ms. Tomeka Hart as Moderator 
• October 16: Voter Election Discussion – Local and National. What have we learned? Where do we go from here? 
• November 6: Thanksgiving: Knowing our History, Naming our Gratitudes 
• December 18: Advent Meditation with Labyrinth: Journey towards Beloved Community 
• January 15, 1 – 4 p.m.: Afternoon Tour with Memphis Tours. In commemoration of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, 

all are invited to learn about and visit Memphis lynching sites with Memphis Heritage Tours. Dr. Elaine Turner will shepherd us 
through the time together. 

All are welcome to join us! Explore gracestlukes.org/social-justice.

MUSIC EVENTS | www.gracestlukes.org/music
• Contemplative Holy Eucharist: Weekly, 5 p.m. except Evensong Sundays. Experience worship in Word and Sacrament in a 

quiet space illuminated by candles, outside and dimmed overhead lights, silence, and excellent instrumental music of cello, flute, 
classical guitar, piano, jazz, and bass offered on a rotating basis by guest and parish musicians.

• Choral Evensong: Third Sundays, September 18, October 16, November 20, January 15, 5 p.m. One of the ancient and 
modern aspects of the Anglican/Episcopal tradition is the beautiful service of Choral Evensong (sung Evening Prayer). This 
contemplative liturgy is led by a member of the clergy and the choir with hymns sung by the congregation and enhanced with 
incense. Each includes the Magnificat (Song of Mary), Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon), and an anthem. 

• The Feast of St. Luke with Guest Choirmaster Bruce Neswick, October 15 – 16, will be at GSL on Sunday morning and 
evening preceded by Saturday workshop with the GSL Choir as we celebrate our patronal Feast.

• All Saints’ Sunday 6 p.m. Choral Eucharist featuring Faure’s Requiem.
• Advent Lessons & Carols, December 11, 5 p.m. followed by Festive Reception with Music.
• Solemn Choral Evensong Observing the Feast of Martin Luther King Jr., January 16, 5 p.m. This commemorative liturgy will 

include lessons appointed for the feast day of Dr. King. 
The Friends of Music fund makes it possible to enhance music for worship with guest instrumentalists and offer concerts and 
special events. To learn more about Friends of Music, visit gracestlukes.org/friends-of-music, or contact Director of Music and 
Organist Patrick Scott (pscott@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6323).
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Calling all Young Adults!
We are looking for all adults who are out of high school and navigating that strange “in-between time” in life during college, 20s...
and wherever you may find yourself in life if you feel like a “young adult”! We invite all those who are seeking to engage with fellow 
Episcopalians for gatherings surrounding fellowship, exploring our community, and continuing our spiritual journeys in new and 
adventurous ways. Join Amzie Williams for regular opportunities to meet and connect with fellow GSL young adults both at GSL and 
around Memphis.

Weekend Outings. On the 1st Sunday each month, all young adults are invited to group weekend outings all across the 901! From meals 
in our own backyards, kayaking at Tom Lee Park, Yoga at the Shell, or attending a special worship service together at Barth House, we 
seek to unite and explore Memphis in joyous community. For event details, be sure to keep an eye out for Amzie’s email and the GSL 
eNews at the start of each month. 

Tuesday Trivia. Meet Amzie at Aldo’s every 2nd Tuesday at Aldo’s for Pizza and Trivia at 7 p.m. at the midtown location. First slice is 
on us! At the end of the first month of trivia the group will vote if they want to try a new monthly trivia location around Memphis. 
Our first meeting will be September 13. 

Community Engagement Team. Join our young adult community engagement team! Each month we will gather to choose a local 
ministry or nonprofit to learn about and work with. By spending a bit more time focusing on one area at a time, we hope to have more 
activities to connect with those we may find ourselves working and engaging with and form meaningful relationships with our fellow 
Memphians. 

Young Adult Book Group. We are seeking our young adults who love to read to help give input for our YA Book Club. Our first meet-
ing will be September 28 from 5 – 6 p.m. for finger food and brainstorming what we would like out of our time together. How often 
and where do we meet? How will we pick our reads? What snacks do we want?! Be a part of the conversation and help get us off the 
ground! If you have input, but cannot attend, just shoot Amzie an email (awilliams@gracestlukes.org) and he will find a time to connect. 

Diocesan Young Adult Events. Meet fellow Episcopalians from across Memphis. Organized by the Rev. Dr. Noah Campbell and often 
hosted at the Barth House, GSL will be present and supporting all of our Diocesan young adult events, so feel free to join any that 
pique your interest! Keep an eye out in our emails for the release of Diocesan YA dates and events. 

Advent Group. Join the young adults of GSL this Advent for a special season of reflection as we prepare for Christmas. 

We want to hear from you! Our young adults ministry is YOUNG and looking to all that our community hopes it to be. Part of 
complementing that vision is hearing from you! Visit the link listed below to let us know what drives, inspires, angers, or fulfills you. Let 
us know your favorite hobbies or places to frequent in Memphis, clubs to start or communities to engage with, we want to hear it all! 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org
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Getting Involved with Young Adult Formation at GSL

YA Community Engagement: tinyurl.com/YA-Community-Engagement-Team
YA Book Club Form: tinyurl.com/GSLYABookClub

YA Interest Intake Form: tinyurl.com/GSLYAInterestForm
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The mission of the Grace-St. Luke’s youth community is to prepare our youth to confidently navigate the world, equipped with a loving founda-
tion of our Episcopal values and community. Ensuring all know that God loves them, no exceptions. Together we seek to uplift, empower, and 
celebrate the dignity of every human being, all while having a darn good time. 

How can your household help 
the youth community of GSL? 

Volunteer Sunday Formation Leader Interest Link:  
tinyurl.com/GSLSundayVolunteer 

Host a GSL Breakfast week: tinyurl.com/HostBreakfast 
Host an EYC Dinner: tinyurl.com/HostaDinnerGSL
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Sunday Youth Formation: Our Sunday Formation will draw upon 
multiple sources this year to create a living curriculum that adapts 
to the liturgical season, current events, and interest of our youth 
community. Below are some of the resources that will be drawn 
upon for our formational discussions and activities.
 
• The Salt Project  
• Faith Lens   
• Bible Project  
• The Thoughtful Christian  
• Prayer Book Guide to Christian Education  
• Echo the Story  

Sunday Mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
6th-8th Grade: Yellow Room 
9th-12th Grade: Red Room 

EYC. Our Episcopal Youth Community gathers on Sunday 
evenings for games, fellowship, community engagement and 
building lifelong friendships. Here we hope to deepen our 
understanding of Episcopal values, history, and beliefs while 
having fun every step of the way. Our activities and meeting 
locations often vary, so keep an eye out for our weekly emails.  

Sunday Evenings: Meeting in the Red Room
6th-8th Grade: 4 – 5 p.m.

9th-12th Grade: 5 – 6 p.m.

4th Sunday EYC. The last Sunday of the month, both MS and 
HS EYC groups will join together for an afternoon of community 
engagement around Memphis. We plan to partner with many 
local church ministries and nonprofits to provide opportunities 
for our youth formation to engage and support our Memphis 
community. Times may vary due to the nature of the activity; so 
keep an eye out for the details each month in our emails or GSL 
eNews.  

Confirmation classes will be offered this fall starting October 16 
during typical Sunday formation hours at 9:15, using the text My 
Faith, My Life by Jenifer Gamber. Join us for 8 weeks of gatherings 
open to all 9th-12th graders. Find registration links on our website 
or in weekly emails.  

High School Coffee Hours. All 9th-12th graders are invited to 
Tuesday morning coffee hours at Ugly Mug, beginning September 
27 from 7:15 – 7:45 a.m. Come start your morning with breakfast, 
community, and prayer.  

Biscuits & Bible is open to all 6th-8th graders and will meet 
Wednesday mornings beginning September 28 in the Red Room 
from 7 – 7:45 a.m. A great midweek opportunity to start your day 
with breakfast, Highs and Lows, and some morning prayer.  

GSL Comes to You Form. It is no secret that our youth do some 
amazing things, and we want to help support them along the 
way! If your household has a big game, show, or special occasion 
coming up, visit the youth formation web page (gracestlukes.org/
youth-formation) to fill out a simple form and we will try to make 
it and show our GSL support.

Save the Date: Fall Campout at St. Columba with Holy 
Communion & Calvary. Tentatively scheduled for October 28, 
but watch for updates in September. 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org

YOUTH FORMATION
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
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Learn More and Get Involved in Congregational Life 
Grace-St. Luke’s Church is blessed with so many offerings, programs, fellowship, and service opportunities waiting 
for you! For further information and to get involved, contact Congregational Life Associate/Assistant to the Rector 
Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336).  

Nursery
The Nursery is open every Sunday from 7:45 a.m. – 12 p.m. and for other events as needed for all children, 
infants to 6 years old. We have wonderful, qualified Nursery Staff members who are excited to care for your 
children. You can find more about them on our website at gracestlukes.org/nursery.  

Children’s Formation  
Starting September 11, we will resume Sunday School for children from 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. every Sunday. 
Classes are split by grade level groupings; Pre-K through 1st grade meets in the Green Room while 2nd through 
5th grade meets in the Purple Room downstairs.    

The younger group will continue learning the church’s sacred stories through the Godly Play curriculum. Godly Play is a Montessori-
based curriculum that is a beautiful way to tell the church’s sacred stories. It is based in the Episcopal Church and provides children 
with an excellent framework of Biblical knowledge, Episcopal tradition, and the liturgical calendar. 

The older group will continue using the Weaving God’s Promises curriculum, developed for Episcopal congregations by Morehouse 
Publications. The program follows the three-year cycle of readings used in church and teaches Christian history and beliefs through fun 
and purposeful activities.

Children’s Chapel 
During the first part of the 10:30 a.m. service, all children are invited to take part in our Children’s Chapel. Children’s Chapel is a 
time for the children to gather, read the readings for the day, pray, and sing. We follow the same Order of Service from the Book of 
Common Prayer, but it is modified in child-friendly language that helps them gain understanding of our traditions. We always return 
to the service before communion, usually processing in after the Peace.    

Parents Connect  
This fall, we resume monthly Parents Connect gatherings as a time for parents of young children growing up in the world today to come 
together, learn together, and encourage one another. Stay tuned for details about this fall’s events.

Anthony Calzia
Director of Children & Family Ministries
901-252-6321 | acalzia@gracestlukes.org
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A special thank you to the Clergy and the following advisory teams who helped to develop our programming:
For Children & Families: Ben Cowan, Amy Hudson, Allison King, Julia McDonald, and Sharon Shipley
For Youth: Amelia Cowan, Patrick Burnett, Jenn Gibbs, Michael Rowland, Nina Callan, Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington, and Mike Davis
For Young Adults: Amzie Williams, Christina Shute, Kevin & Katie Searle, and Meg & Clay Thompson
For Adults: Allison King, Ryan Gibbs, Karen Clark, Anne Ayres, Ryan Knoll, Daniel Pigg, and Kurt Patton

FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
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Dates to Remember
Sept. 1 Basketball Registration begins (Messenger p. 8)
Sept. 7 Weekly Wednesday Holy Eucharist at Noon begins (Messenger p. 12)
Sept. 8 Men’s Fellowship begins (Messenger p. 23)
 GSL Daytime Book Group begins (Messenger p. 23)
 Yoga begins (Messenger p. 23)
Sept. 11 Return to 3 services & Parish Life Festival (Messenger pp. 16-17)
Sept. 12 Weekly Mindfulness Space begins (Messenger p. 9)
Sept. 14 Wednesday Evening Small Group Classes begin (Messenger p. 22)
 MICAH 2nd Wednesday of the month meetings begin (Messenger p. 5)
Sept. 18 Holy Baptism (right column)
 Formation Classes begin for all ages (Messenger pp. 17-27)
 Social Justice 3rd Sunday Speakers & Gatherings begin (Messenger p. 24)
 3rd Sunday Choral Evensongs begin (Messenger p. 24)
Oct. 4 Blessing of the Animals (Messenger p. 18)
Oct. 8 Wellness & Recovery Sunday (Messenger p. 18)
Oct. 16 Feast of St. Luke, 2023 Every Member Canvass Launch
Oct. 21 Shrimp Boil Dinner
Oct. 23 Newcomers’ Gathering
Oct. 28-29 Enneagram Seminar (Messenger p. 9)
Oct. 30 Adult Confirmation Classes begin (Messenger p. 23)
Nov. 6 All Saints’ Sunday
 Holy Baptism (right column)
 Lunch & Learn (Messenger p. 22)
 All Saints’ Choral Eucharist featuring Faure’s Requiem (Messenger p. 7)
Nov. 13 Fall Potluck
Nov. 18-19 40th Annual Diocesan Convention at Church of the Holy Communion 
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day (Messenger p. 20)
Nov. 27 1st Sunday of Advent, Advent Wreath Making (Messenger p. 20)
Dec. 5 Annual Parish Meeting, 9:15 a.m.
Explore this issue for other important dates for Formation offerings, events, and more for adults, 
young adults, youth, and children.

Baptisms at GSL

The sacrament of Holy Baptism 
will be administered during public 
worship at Grace-St. Luke’s during 
the remainder of 2022 on the 
following dates: September 18, and 
All Saints’ Sunday (November 6). 

For more information and to schedule 
a baptism, contact Membership and 
Stewardship Associate Chapman 
Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org).
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