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Celebrate Advent, Christmas, & Epiphany 
at Grace-St. Luke’s (see page 5)



Support Groups at GSL
AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.; Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.; Sex and Love 
Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon. For more info, contact Lucy Owens in the church office
lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-252-6333 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/
Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at 
www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY
9:15–9:45 a.m. Virtual Adult Formation Speakers 
  & Programs
  Youth & Children Formation Resources Emailed
10:30–11 a.m. Worship Livestream and In Person
3–4 p.m. 6th - 8th Grade EYC 
4–5 p.m. 9th – 12th Grade EYC 
5:30–6 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded Worship 
  & Music Events
TUESDAY 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
WEDNESDAY 
6–6:45 p.m. Adult Formation Virtual Classes & Events 
(as announced)
THURSDAY 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Parish Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday, 901-272-7425. Clergy-
Staff team available and primarily working from home 
with limited times at church offices.

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334, 24/7 support for members 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
Jessica Abell, Parish Intern
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation
Jess Steenbergen, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

2020 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Youth Formation), Jimpsie Ayres 
(Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Clerk, 
Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), 
Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), Ben Cowan (Children’s 
Formation), Mike Davis (Athletics), Jim Greer (Adult 
Formation), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), 
Jonathan Large (Outreach), Stinson Liles (Social 
Justice), Charlie Pazar (Jr. Warden, Property, 
Stewardship), Anna Robbins (Congregational 
Development), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev 
Trojan (Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Sr. Warden, 
Administration & Communications, Stewardship)

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via 
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line 
at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to communicate 
pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a 
member of the clergy or pastoral care team.

Inside This Issue

On the cover: Three GSL stained glass windows representing
Advent, Christmas, & Epiphany.

The deadline for the February-March issue of the Messenger is 9 a.m., January 1. 
Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org. 
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It should go without saying 
that how the Church 
Catholic (universal) goes 
about celebrating the seasons 
of Advent, Christmas 
and Epiphany during the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be 
“one for the books.” Such will 
be the case for life at GSL: new 
and different. 

Because the faithful people of 
GSL continue to show resilience 

and find ways to stay connected amid a physically-distanced 
cultural climate, the clergy-staff team, vestry, and ministry area 
leaders are committed to offering a wide array of opportunities 
to support the spiritual journeys of adults, youth and children. 
Recognizing the general health, limited mobility, more-at-risk 
circumstances, and non-internet usage of some parishioners, 
intentional measures are underway and improving to provide 
spiritual journey resources so that no one is precluded from 
engagement. These measures include ongoing online (virtual) 
services and special programs on Sundays and weekdays. A 
variety of offerings is essential to sustain a thriving parish. 

This issue of The Messenger is loaded with information about 
engaging worship, formation, fellowship, pastoral care, outreach, 
social justice, music, recreation and wellness, stewardship, and 
the Annual Meeting of the Parish. In mid-December, a schedule 
of events for Winter-Spring 2021 should be almost complete 
and ready for release. A lot already is happening at GSL with 
more to come as we follow Jesus and learn increasingly more 
about what it means to be a follower. 

This holy time of engagement strikes me as our being and doing 
and being known both by God and others in new ways. For 
life at GSL, it may mean trying a mix-match approach: seize 
silence, physical isolation, and new things as gifts for spiritual 
growth; meditate on the spiritual guidance resources provided 
online and by mail; attend in person and/or online worship, 
music and formation events; serve as a lay pastoral care minister; 
provide financial support of operations, administration, and 
programs; explore outreach and social justice work; connect 
with parishioners via phone, hand-written letter, and REALM 
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

Engaging Advent, Christmas and Epiphany at GSL 
during a Pandemic

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

Connect; and invite others to join us on this pilgrimage with 
God. 

All that GSL offers now and in the future is dependent on the 
collective ministry of giving time, talent and treasure, mindful 
that each amount matters. Engaging GSL includes supporting 
our 2021 stewardship fundraising campaign, Resilience and 
Connection by Giving (gracestlukes.org/pledge), which seeks 
100% participation from all parish households. I extend a deep 
bow of gratitude to all for pledges made and those to come as 
we prepare for an extraordinary new year! 

During a pandemic, our mission and vision are unchanged. Our 
mission, according to the Episcopal Catechism (an outline of 
the faith), is to restore all people to unity with God and each 
other in Christ. Our vision is to be a thriving community of 
hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, and 
service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the 
world. 

God’s blessings and peace as we engage life at GSL during this 
and every season, 

Ollie+

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

 Christmas Eve
Noon Virtual Video Premiere of GSL Youth & Children 

Holiday Greetings and Christmas Pageant featuring 
parishioners and members of the clergy-staff team. 
(Facebook, YouTube, Website)

2 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with sermon and music, 
 in person and virtual
4 p.m.  Outdoor Holy Eucharist with homily and music 

(weather-permitting)
9 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
 music, in person and virtual

 Christmas Day
10 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with homily and 

 music, in person and virtual

http://gracestlukes.org/pledge
mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Greetings, Good People of 
GSL!  The connections and 
ways this faith community has 
and is continuing to explore 
meaningful relationships and 
resilience is a beautiful thing to 
witness.

Advent Wreaths to grace homes 
during this time of Advent will 
be wonderfully made Advent 
I, November 29 in a socially 

distanced, festive way.  Please sign up if you have not already.  
There are two shifts of these workshops: 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
Space is filling up so reserve your household’s space if you are 
interested. Information is on our website: www.gracestlukes.
org/events/advent-wreath-making. 

Walking groups began earlier this month and are getting folks 
out moving and grooving.  It is a wonderful thing to have 
partners to keep us motivated as well as good conversation 
shared.  

Yoga begins the beginning of December.  The wonderful 
Shantih Smythe will be leading these Tuesday online classes, 
and we hope soon that we will be able to offer them in person.  
These weekly times are open to the whole community and are 
beautiful ways to stretch your way into better health, body and 
soul!  

Also, keep your eyes out for some fire pit parties as the 
Congregational Development team explores leaping into the 
Light of Epiphany with these small group gatherings. 

The Social Justice Committee and its growing team is meeting 
every three weeks.  Energy and visioning with this ministry 
focusing on justice and equity is palpable.  I see it through 
meetings, vision making, conversations about community and 
engagement, and the thoughtful formation series generated—
did you see the conversation between Paula Barnes and Emily 
Yellin on race and gender and Tim Huebner on community 
journeys engaging in racial healing?  Check them out on our 
website: www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning.

Next, in these months we are in and moving forward, 
GSL is deepening its partnership with MICAH, Memphis 
Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope.  This Social Justice 
partnership joins us at GSL with other Memphis faith groups 

Engagement and Community Connections Abound at GSL
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

and non-profits so that we can be a more powerful voice for 
justice issues.  MICAH’s three main focus areas are: economic 
equity, education equity, and race/class equity in the justice 
system.  I’m pleased to share that Jim Drummond and Paula 
Barnes are GSL’s two delegates and Becky Mercer will serve 
as our alternate delegate.  They, along with me as clergy, are 
looking to gather a core team of GSLers who want to make 
authentic friendships and be a part of making “y’all means all” 
real.

SO, I am challenging and encouraging everyone at GSL to 
find community and connection with MICAH.  Retired, 
working, young, middle-aged, beautifully seasoned, all of 
us are needed as we intentionally go beyond our bricks and 
mortar to see our wider neighborhood and neighbors.  Why 
do this?  Because, we pop our metaphorical bubble and see 
how connected we are to the community, how much we need 
each other, and how much important work there is to do.  
Our baptismal covenant and our particular faith community 
context make this moment our moment to be sure.  For 
questions or to know more, please contact Jim or Paula. You 
can reach them through Realm Connect at www.gracestlukes.
org/realm.

It is an honor and privilege to share the journey of engagement 
and community connection with you.

Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

Christmas Altar Flowers

If you would like to make a donation 
in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one for Christmas flowers, you may 
send a check to the church office (1720 
Peabody Ave., 38104, ATTN: Lucy 
Owens) listing the names of those you 

would like remembered. You can also give us your name(s) 
and donate online at www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving. 
Follow the “make a donation for altar flowers link.” If received 
by December 15, these names will be listed in the Christmas 
leaflets. December 15 is also the deadline for any memorials 
and honorariums that you would like acknowledged before 

Christmas.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/events/advent-wreath-making
http://www.gracestlukes.org/events/advent-wreath-making
http://www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning
http://www.gracestlukes.org/realm
http://www.gracestlukes.org/realm
mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
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The seasons of Advent (November 29–
December 24), Christmas (December 
25–January 5) and Epiphany (January 6–
February 16) will be “one for the books” 
at GSL and throughout the world in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. In a fusion 
of traditional and contemporary ways, in 
person and virtual, life at GSL will include an 
abundance of worship, formation, fellowship, 
and service opportunities to enrich faith and 
spiritual journeys and maintain connections. 
Advent invites us to slow down and increase 
introspection in order to be ready for 
Christmas, the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and its 12-day journey to the feast of 
the Epiphany (January 6) when the Church 
celebrates the divinity of Jesus. All are invited 
to engage any and all of what is offered and 
encouraged to share our happenings with 
others near and far.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Sundays

In addition to 9:15 a.m. Adult Formation 
Virtual Offerings on most Sundays,  

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
music, in person and virtual

5:30 p.m. Offerings of Contemplative Services 
and Music Concerts 

Watch for a detailed schedule of events including 
virtual only or in person and virtual.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
8 to 8:15 p.m. virtual services of Compline 

(Night Prayers from The Book of 
Common Prayer) on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays on Facebook Live, officiated 
by clergy, staff, and parishioners.

Wednesdays during Advent, 
December 2, 9, 16, 23

6 a.m. Virtual Clergy Reflections with Music 
for Meditation 10-minute offerings 
included in the weekly Wednesday 6 
a.m. eNews; written versions of clergy 
reflections mailed to non-internet users.

CELEBRATE: Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany with GSL
First Sunday of Advent, 

November 29 begins the Church New Year
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 

music, in person and virtual
1 or 2:30 p.m. Advent Wreath-Making 

Event, in Trezevant Hall; signup required 
(tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2020)

5:30 p.m. “Music for Advent” Prerecorded 
Concert via Facebook Live & GSL 
Website

Second Sunday of Advent and 
Annual Meeting Day, December 6

9:15-10:15 a.m. Virtual Annual Meeting of 
the Parish & Class of 2021-2023 Vestry 
Elections

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
music, in person and virtual

5:30 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded 
Worship via Facebook Live and GSL 
Website

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13  
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and  

Music, in person and virtual 
5:30 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded   

Worship via Facebook Live and GSL   
Website

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 

music, in person and virtual
5:30 p.m. Virtual Premiere of GSL Christmas 

Lessons and Carols featuring readings 
by several parishioners and music by 
members of the GSL Choir and the 
Canterbury Choir (children)

Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24
Noon, Virtual Video Premiere of GSL Youth 

& Children Holiday Greetings and 
Christmas Pageant featuring parishioners 
and members of the clergy-staff team. 
(Facebook, Website)

2 p.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
music, in person and virtual

4 p.m. weather-permitting Outdoor Holy 
Eucharist with homily and music

9 p.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
music, in person and virtual

Visit www.gracestlukes.org/news/advent-
christmas-epiphany for details about the 
above including any additional events. All 
parish life events and special messages are 
shared via the eNews. Subscribe at www.
gracestlukes.org/email-list.

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist with homily and 

music, in person and virtual
First Sunday after Christmas, December 27

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
music, in person and virtual

Second Sunday of Christmas, January 3
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon and 
music, in person and virtual

The Feast of the Epiphany, Wednesday, 
January 6

6 p.m. Festival Burning of the Greens and 
Holy Eucharist with homily and music, 
in person and virtual. Save wreaths and 
garland to add to the fire.

Music: Enrichment for Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany

Offerings of music, in person and virtually, 
during worship services, concerts, seasonal 
meditation series, and special events will 
enrich the seasons of Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany. For more information and 
schedules, visit gracestlukes.org/music to 
learn where to experience said offering: 
In Person, Website, Facebook, YouTube.
Liturgical Calendar Highlights through 
Spring: January 1, Holy Name of Jesus; 
January 10, First Sunday after the Epiphany: 
The Baptism of our Lord; January 17, Second 
Sunday after Epiphany; February 14, Last 
Sunday after the Epiphany; February 17, Ash 
Wednesday; February 21, First Sunday in 
Lent; March 28, Sunday of the Passion: Palm 
Sunday; April 1-3, The Triduum (Maundy 
Thursday/Good Friday/Great Vigil of Easter); 
April 4, The Sunday of the Resurrection: 
Easter Day; May 13, Ascension Day; May 23, 
Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday.

Prepare the way of the Lord
Advent to Epiphany

http://www.tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2020
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/advent-christmas-epiphany
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/advent-christmas-epiphany
http://www.gracestlukes.org/email-list
http://www.gracestlukes.org/email-list
http://gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/music
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Annual Meeting of the Parish (Virtual)
December 6, 9:15 a.m.

All members and newcomers are asked to attend this important virtual meeting. A small group will be gathered in Trezevant Hall 
to conduct the meeting and engage remote participation including voting for five new Vestry members via the Zoom meeting plat-
form. Virtual access and member voting details will be released very soon, and provisions will be made for paper ballots to be hand-
delivered to the church office prior to December 6. All meeting details including virtual access, agenda, vestry nominee biographical 
statements, and the voting process will be maintained online at www.gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2020 and shared via eNews. 
According to the Parish Bylaws, “a quorum at a Parish meeting shall be not less than ten percent (10%) of the Communicants in 
Good Standing of the Parish as shown in the last published Annual Parochial Report. Only confirmed adult communicants, 16 
years of age or older, shall be eligible to vote at Parish meetings, and no proxies shall be allowed. According to Title I, Canon 17 of 
the Canons of The Episcopal Church all communicants who for the previous year have been faithful in public worship, unless good 
cause prevents, and have been faithful in the working, praying and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God, are to be consid-
ered communicants in good standing. To be eligible for election to the vestry, one must be a member of Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, eighteen years of age, a giver of record, and not employed by the Parish, Diocese or Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School.”

George Johnson Jim McCall Andy Nix

Price Peacock Paula Sappington

Chilton Simmons Taylor Taylor Betsy Wilson Lizzy Yatsula

Vestry Nominees for the Class of 2023
Read more about these outstanding GSL parishioners by following this link:

www.gracestlukes.org/news/vestry-class-of-2023

Johnny Norris

http://www.gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2020
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/vestry-class-of-2023


 The Messenger | December 2020 - January 2021| 7

Resilience & Connections by Giving
2021 Stewardship Campaign

During the past eight months, our faith, hope, and love have remained steady guideposts for us.  As we 
celebrate Thanksgiving and look forward to Advent, it’s the perfect time to reflect deeply as a parish about 
communal gratitude that carries us through life’s challenges and fortifies us as we await better days ahead.  
Many thanks to all of you who’ve journeyed with us and our church as we’ve sought to stay connected and 
navigate the uncharted waters of this challenging year.

We’re so grateful to all of you who’ve made commitments of time, treasure, and talent to our parish for 2021!  Your gifts directly 
support the mission and many essential ministries of Grace-St. Luke’s.  When you give of your time and talent to pastoral care 
or More Than A Meal, you are making important connections in the lives of our church family through your cards, meals, and 
fellowship.  When you give of your treasure, you are helping to bring our amazing ministries and programming to our parish and 
wider community.  Your dollars become cans on the shelves of the Food Pantry, meals for guests at More Than A Meal, heat in the 
winter, and paychecks for our dedicated staff and clergy.  Simply put, your financial pledges become the budget for 2021.

By pledging your support, you help ensure that Grace-St. Luke’s continues to offer hope, hospitality, and healing to our community 
and world.  If you’ve not already done so, please prayerfully consider how you might invest in life at Grace-St. Luke’s and make a 
pledge for 2021 by returning a Pledge Form to the church office or by pledging online at www.gracestlukes.org/pledge.  

With great hope for times to come,
Allison and Steven King
Co-Chairs of the 2021 Stewardship Committee
Paula & Steven Boggs, Ryan Gibbs, Sandra Ireland, Ed Hord & Hal Wright, and Lizzy Holt Yatsula; 2020 Vestry: Simon Wadsworth (Sr. Warden), 
Charlie Pazar (Jr. Warden), Wight Boggs (Clerk), Grant Adams, Jimpsie Ayres, Patrick Burnett, Nina Callan, Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Jim Greer, 
Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Stinson Liles, Anna Robbins, Tom Stephenson; Bev Trojan (Treasurer); The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

Giving: A Spiritual Practice
support life at grace-st. luke’s

An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, edited by Don Armentrout and Robert Slocum, defines pastoral care 
as, “The ministry of caring at the heart of the church’s life.” At Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, laity 
assist clergy to respond to human needs within the parish. The team of lay pastoral care ministers follow up 
with individuals to whom our clergy have provided pastoral care. Team members serve one week per month, 
by calling, writing notes, sending cards, and facilitating meals. These helping acts are meant to strengthen, 
sustain, celebrate, and encourage our fellow parishioners at important times in their lives. Whether mourning 
a loved one, recovering from surgery, or welcoming a new baby, such expressions of support from our team 
can be sustaining and renewing. While caring is our priority and love is our goal, an added benefit is the 

creation of connections in our church community.  If you feel called to help in this important ministry, please contact Lay Pastoral 
Care Coordinator Jocelyn Busby through Realm Connect (www.gracestlukes.org/realm).

Pastoral Care
www.gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare

http://www.gracestlukes.org/pledge
http://www.gracestlukes.org/realm


In addition to our usual Sunday morning in-person/livestreamed services for Advent, Christmas, & 
Epiphany, join us for Sunday afternoon prerecorded offerings of music and meditation. Two special op-
portunities for music of the season include an organ recital of music for Advent and a Service of Christmas 
Lessons & Carols. We will continue throughout January to offer opportunities for music both on Sunday 
mornings and Sunday afternoons. Gloria in excelsis deo!  

 
Advent Organ Concert: Sunday, Nov. 29 at 5:30 p.m.(via Facebook Live, YouTube, gracestlukes.org/live)
Join Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster & Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music and Organist 
for an afternoon of organ music for Advent. They will play pieces based on familiar Advent melodies such as, 
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us, Prepare the way, O Zion, and Savior of the nations, come! 

Christmas Lessons & Carols: Sunday, Dec. 20 at 5:30 p.m. (via Facebook Live, YouTube, gracestlukes.org/live)
Based on the Christmas Eve Service of Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s College Cambridge, please join members of the Grace-St. 
Luke’s Choirs and Clergy for a service of biblical lessons & carols and hymns for Christmas. 

Dr. Patrick A. Scott
Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org
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Andrew Carroll is originally 
from Maryville, Tennessee, 
where he grew up singing at the 
Baptist church where his father 
was the choir director and his 
mother was the church organist. 
He moved to Memphis in 2012 
to begin his Master of Music at 
the University of Memphis and 

began singing at GSL in 2013. He is a sales specialist for 
Mainstage Theatrical Supply, a professional bassoonist, and 
is pursuing his PhD in Historical Musicology. Fun fact, he 
used to sub on WKNO for Daryl and Kacky! 

Music
www.gracestlukes.org/music

Elizabeth Hornor is a native 
of West Palm Beach, Florida, 
where she grew up singing at 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church. Some might say she 
began her singing career at the 
age of 4 when she sang “Happy 
Birthday” to her mom in an 
Irish Pub, but she began taking 

proper lessons at the age of 7. Elizabeth moved to Memphis 
to attend the University of Memphis where she graduated 
with a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Business in 2018. 
She began singing at GSL in 2019 and also sings with 
Memphis Choral Arts. She is the Membership/Tour & 
Travel/Marketing Coordinator for Memphis Tourism, the 
official Destination Marketing Organization for the city of 
Memphis and Shelby County. She really enjoys playing golf, 
having played competitively in high school. 

GSL’s Amazing, Talented Staff Singers
The music program at Grace-St. Luke’s has a strong history in its dedication to rich choral music and singing. In addition 
to the outstanding dedicated volunteer members of the Grace-St. Luke’s Choir, we are lucky to have members of our music 
staff to enhance our music program and our liturgies. These singers have been even more important these past few months 
as we’ve only been allowed to have a quartet of singers at a time. You’ve seen them from afar and on camera; you may know 
some, but not all, so we thought we’d introduce them to you and tell you a little about them. 

http://gracestlukes.org/live
http://gracestlukes.org/live
mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


Shelby Seese grew up on 
Grand Island, NY (near Niagara 
Falls), but her family moved to 
Olive Branch, Mississippi, when 
she was in 7th grade. She’s been 
singing since she was in 4th 
grade while living in New York 
State. She’ll be graduating in 
December from Rhodes College 

with a degree in English. She began singing at GSL about 
a year and a half ago, works in the Rhodes library, and 
plays the piano in her spare time. Shelby will begin studies 
in the spring toward a master’s degree in Library Science.  

Isabel Wittman was born and 
raised in Millstone Township, 
New Jersey. Her mom is a 
professional pianist, so she 
grew up always being around 
music. She started piano lessons 
as soon as she was able to 
climb up on the piano bench 
and then started viola lessons 

when she was 5 years old. Being raised in the Episcopal 
Church, she officially started singing in her children’s 
church choir at 6 years old and also sang in a community 
youth choir called Community Christian Choir (CCC). 
It wasn’t until she got to high school that she really got 
into her vocal training and started pursuing singing more 
seriously. She first came to Memphis in 2013 to attend 
Rhodes College and graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor 
of Music and Education. She first started singing with 
GSL her freshman year of college in the spring of 2013 
where she stayed all through college under the wonderful 
direction of Wesley Emerson. She then returned to GSL 
last summer when she moved back to Memphis to work 
in Development at Rhodes. Besides fundraising at Rhodes 
and singing at GSL, she is also the Development Chair 
for the Memphis Youth Symphony Program. She is 
incredibly passionate about the Memphis community and 
contributing to its development as a diverse, inclusive city. 
She is also a proud cat mom to two rescue kitties, Louis 
Armstrong and Johnny Cash! 
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Daniel Massey spent most 
of his childhood in Carriere, 
Mississippi, with family from 
Chalmette, Louisiana. His 
mother always said he could 
sing, but he began voice lessons 
when he was a sophomore in 
college. He holds a Bachelor of 
Music Education from William 

Carey University and a Master of Music in Choral 
Conducting from the University of Southern Mississippi. 
He moved to Memphis in 2016 to become the Choral 
Director at White Station High School and started singing 
at GSL that same year. His first musical love was actually 
the electric guitar, and in his spare time he can be caught 
playing video games or out playing disc golf. 

Charles McGowan is a 
native of Byram, Mississippi, 
and began singing professionally 
at the age of 17. He moved 
to Memphis to attend the 
University of Memphis where 
he graduated with a Bachelor’s 
in Vocal Performance. He 
is the project manager for a 

theatrical supply company where he builds theatres all over 
the south. He’s an avid backpacker and plays the guitar, 
mandolin, trombone, and piano.

André Moore grew up 
in Memphis and has been 
singing since he could talk. He 
graduated from Rhodes College 
in 2019 with a Bachelor of 
Music in Vocal Performance. He 
began singing at GSL in 2016 
when he was a sophomore at 
Rhodes. He currently works for 

UPS, but is going back to school to become a physician 
assistant. He loves playing basketball and is a successful 
producer of his own music. 

Music
www.gracestlukes.org/music



Outreach
www.gracestlukes.org/outreach

Women’s empowerment has never tasted so sweet!
by Barbara King and Bill Pichette

Servant Ministry Partner Thistle and Bee accomplishes its mission with a strong belief in one thing—“the power of 
love to change the world.” For nearly six years, Thistle and Bee (T&B) has helped survivors of prostitution and sex-
trafficking in Memphis learn how to thrive. Their approach is a holistic one, addressing the individual needs of each 
woman in our program.  T&B accomplishes this by first providing housing in a two-year residential community, 
then services addressing physical, emotional, educational, and spiritual needs. They empower these women through 
employment and job skills training in their social enterprise, a business which includes raising bees, harvesting honey, 
and manufacturing a variety of products from the hives.

All of this adds up to women thriving outside of their former lives. Many T&B clients were trapped in multi-generational cycles of abuse 
and addiction. Some were first abused as young girls or babies. Their survival is a miracle in itself, but our partner’s goal is to help them live, 
not to merely survive. This drive to thrive has a definite positive impact on our community as a whole, and your outreach team is happy 
to have partnered with Thistle and Bee for the last two years—and to have extended that partnership for 2021. Our grant fills a small but 
vital percentage of their overall budget, helping to provide housing and those vital services such as counseling and healthcare. 

Training and employing women in the business of bees and hive products also provides 
some financial support to Thistle and Bee’s programs. From a few hives, survivors, and 
volunteers, their social enterprise has grown to 53 hives supplying a range of products 
via a website and 12 retail outlets. Empowered women trained in beekeeping, baking 
honey granola, bottling honey, process mapping, inventory control, stress management, 
and customer service, help make this a reality. However, the success of this business relies 
on customers. 

Please look for Thistle and Bee’s products at our local farmers’ markets and favorite outlets such as Cordelia’s and Curb Markets and others. 
You can also order directly from their website (thistleandbee.org/collections/all). I’ve been told that their original recipe for Honey Baked 
Granola is especially delicious. You can also cover all of your needs for corporate gifts, bulk orders, party favors, and custom orders by 
emailing sales@thistleandbee.org. Women’s empowerment has never tasted so sweet!

From the Hive: Addison’s Story
As we said, 2020 has been challenging, but victories are all around us. Our two-year residential program 
at Thistle and Bee is truly a testament to what can be accomplished in a healing environment. Addison, 
a survivor in the program, is an amazing, powerful example of this kind of change. 
Addison is the second out of six in her family to graduate from high school and now the first to attend 
college. After entering Thistle and Bee in March, Addison came to us on fire with the mission in her 
heart. Her strong desire to be the guiding light to help bring other survivors home led to this goal of 
wanting to achieve a social work degree.  Wasting no time and overcoming barriers in this pandemic, 
she is an active student working towards her dream. Not only this, but she recently began working on 
our social enterprise team. With her one year anniversary of sobriety approaching, I’d say ‘this girl is 
on fire!’ Congratulations Addison! 
-Bethany Hanczor, LPC-MHSP (Clinical Program Director) and Taylor Clark (Clinical Intern)
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http://thistleandbee.org/collections/all
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GSL Reading Together
www.gracestlukes.org/gslreadingtogether

DECEMBER - The Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder, Reorder by Richard Rohr 
Father Richard Rohr suggests a wisdom pattern can give us hope in difficult times and the courage to push through 
messiness and even great chaos to find a new way of being in the world. “Knowing the full pattern allows us to 
let go of our first order, trust the disorder, and, sometimes even hardest of all—to trust the new reorder. Three big 
leaps of faith for all of us, and each of a different character.” To foster both community and build on discussions, 
class participants are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.
Zoom Discussion, Signup: https://tinyurl.com/GSLWisdomPattern 
Zoom ID: 619 908 6694, Passcode: 1720 
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16; 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

Sunday Mornings, 9:15 - 9:45 a.m. 
www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning

Sunday, December 6,  The Second Sunday of Advent 
Annual Meeting of the Parish 

All members and newcomers are invited and encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish via Zoom. This one-hour occasion 
will undertake key business matters, including the election of the Vestry Class of 2023, parish life highlights since the last annual meet-
ing, review of a 2021 operating budget draft, and a state-of-the-parish address from the Rector. All meeting details including virtual 
access, agenda, vestry nominee biographical statements, and the voting process will be maintained online at www.gracestlukes.org/
annualmeeting2020 and shared via eNews.  

Sundays, December 13 and 20,  The Third and Fourth Sundays of Advent
Unpacking the Gospels in Advent with The Rev. Dr. Mitzi Minor

Memphis Theological Seminary Professor, Dr. Mitzi Minor returns to GSL for a two-part series focused on the 
Gospel lessons appointed for the third and fourth Sundays of Advent (John 1:6-8,19-28; Luke 1:26-38). Spread the 
word and tune in to this Advent teaching series by one of the finest biblical scholars and a longtime friend of GSL.  

Sunday Morning Adult Formation Offerings will be suspended on December 27 and January 3 
and resume on January 10.

Adult Christian Formation Offerings, Winter-Spring 2021
www.gracestlukes.org/discover/adult-formation

Explore Life at GSL – Winter-Spring 2021 Guide

A diversity of Sunday and weekday formation programs and events will be offered between January and June of 2021 to support 
faith journeys and discipleship growth. In addition to offerings by the parish clergy and lay ministers, guest speakers will be from the 
Memphis community and beyond. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Grace-St. Luke’s Church is adhering to safety guidelines and 
restrictions according to policies of the Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee. Unless otherwise noted, most offerings will be virtual 
via the website, GSL Facebook page, YouTube channel, and Zoom video-audio platform. Some will provide for small groups to gather 
in person. For a schedule of events with access details, subscribe to the weekly eNews, visit www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation and 
explore the Life at GSL—Winter-Spring 2021 Guide (publication release: mid-December).
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Adult Formation
www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

Dr. Mitzi Minor

http://www.gracestlukes.org/gslreadingtogether
https://tinyurl.com/GSLWisdomPattern
http://www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning
http://www.gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2020
http://www.gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2020
http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/adult-formation
http://www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
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All children 
are invited 
to attend the 
Virtual Prayer 
Table via Zoom 
each Sunday 
after the 
10:30 service. 
Link sent via 

email on Saturdays. Additionally, have the 
following at-home materials delivered to 
your door! 

Prayer Table Kits: Create a sacred space for 
children’s prayer at home. Sign up here: 
tinyurl.com/PrayerTableKits. 

Traveling Model Altar: Enjoy one week 
with this treasured Atrium material in your 
own home! Sign up here: tinyurl.com/
TravelingModelAltar. 

Children’s Activity Bags: Explore faith 
through Bible stories, coloring pages, 
activities, and craft projects! Sign up:  
tinyurl.com/ChildrensActivityBags. 

Virtual Video Premiere of GSL Youth & Children  
Holiday Greetings and Christmas Pageant  

Plans are underway for a very special Virtual Video Premiere of GSL Youth & Children Holiday 
Greetings and Christmas Pageant, featuring parishioners and members of the clergy-staff team! 
All families are invited to take part, and here’s how. 

For Holiday Greetings: Send your greetings to the GSL community and beyond with a short 
video clip of your family’s holiday wishes for all. Video clips can be as quick as 5-10 seconds and 
as simple as, “Merry Christmas, Grace-St. Luke’s, from the (name) family!”  

Your creativity and personal touches are always welcomed, of course, whether that means a 
glimpse of your Christmas tree at home or your family Nativity, or dressing in holiday finery, 
Christmas sweaters, or matching PJs—whatever puts your family in the Christmas spirit. The 
more the merrier, so we hope you’ll want to share a quick moment with us to make this video a 
GSL treasure for years to come! 

Christmas Eve Pageant for Children & Youth: Woven together with scripture readings by our 
Youth and Christmas carols from GSL’s Director of Music, Dr. Patrick Scott, photos and video 
clips of children in costume will be compiled to tell the Nativity story found in the Gospel of 
St. Luke. Parents of children 5th grade and younger, please email Sharon Campbell to specify 
which part/s your child/ren would like to play (shepherd, sheep, angel, star, cow, or donkey) and 
to receive part-specific instructions. 

Questions? Contact Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation 

Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation
901-252-6321 | scampbell@gracestlukes.org

Children’s Formation
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

This fall, we have partnered with Calvary Episcopal Church for a few months of EYC at Overton Park. We have 
played giant scabble, camp favorite games, watched early Christmas movies, enjoyed Mempops, and gathered 
for Compline. Masked and socially distanced, we gathered with a myriad of groups of humans, all seeking 
community in a safe way in the arms of Overton Park. While enjoying our own activities, we have watched drum 
circles, Irish baseball teams, and an absurd number of cute pups. If you want to get involved with EYC or any of 
our youth programing, contact awilliams@gracestlukes.org.  

December 6: Christmas Games. Meet at Overton Park with Calvary by the Pavilion at Rainbow Lake. 6th-8th 
3-4 p.m. and 9th-12th 4-5 p.m.; December 13: Zoo Lights  with Calvary. Meet outside the entrance to the Zoo. 
6th-12th 6-7 p.m.; December 20: Zoom Christmas Scavenger Hunt. 6th-8th 3-4 p.m. and 9th-12th 4-5 p.m.; 
December 27: No EYC. Merry Christmas to all!

January: At this time we are planning activities a month out in respect to rapidly 
changing conditions and guidelines of COVID-19. The best way to be notified of 
any schedule changes in the coming months are weekly emails from awilliams@
gracestlukes.org and on Instagram at gsl.youth. Look for our January plans to be 
distributed by email on December 20, 2020.  

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth Formation
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org

Youth Formation 
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Giant Scrabble at Overton Park

http://tinyurl.com/PrayerTableKits
http://tinyurl.com/TravelingModelAltar
http://tinyurl.com/TravelingModelAltar
http://tinyurl.com/ChildrensActivityBags
mailto:scampbell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Athletics
www.gracestlukes.org/athletics

GSL Church Walking Group
It’s time to put on your walking shoes, ‘cuz we’re gonna walk-off these COVID-19 blues! What better 
way to stay fit, connect with friends, and enjoy the great outdoors than joining the GSL Church Walking 
Group. The group, led by parishioner Bev Trojan, meets every Sunday in the church circle drive parking 
lot at Peabody and Belvedere (weather permitting) and walks 2.5 miles around scenic Central Gardens. We 
hope you can join us for a little fellowship, fresh air, and self-care! **Please bring your mask and physical 
distancing is required.** For more information, please contact Athletics Director Christi Authement (901-
825-7353) or GSL parishioner, Bev Trojan. Please note: You can contact Bev through Realm Connect 
(www.gracestlukes.org/realm).  HAPPY WALKING!

FAB 50 BASKETBALL
Grace St. Luke's Church

Fitness, Agility & Basketball Outdoor Sessions

Grace-St. Luke's Church and Church of the Holy Communion are
teaming up to offer FAB 50 Outdoor Sessions! Sessions will consist of
50 minutes of fun, fitness, agility, and basketball drills and exercises. 

The FAB 50 Sessions will utilize agility ladders & hurdles, fitness
stations, basketball defensive footwork, ball-handling fun, obstacle
course fun and races. Sessions will be developmentally appropriate

for each age group.

WHEN: Saturdays, December 5th & 12th, 2020

WHERE: Church of the Holy Communion (Field & Track)
4645 Walnut Grove Road

Memphis, TN 38117

*AGE GROUPS: Kindergarten (JK & SK)
1st and 2nd Grade Boys & Girls
3rd and 4th Grade Boys & Girls

*Session times will be emailed once
all registrations are completed.

COST: $25.00 (includes both session dates)
INSTRUCTORS: Phil Richmond and Curtis Phillips

TO REGISTER: gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball
CDC Guidelines will be in place. 
Facial coverings required by ALL, except
for players when they are on the field. 
Temperature checks during check-in. 
Bring water bottle and basketball.

If you have questions, please contact cauthement@gracestlukes.org.

YOGA WITH SHANTIH 
to begin December 1

Roll out your mats and STRETCH your 
way into better health. Experience yoga 
and its many health benefits. Among 
them are stress reduction, physical bal-
ance and strength, improved energy, 
flexibility and relaxation. Shantih’s class 
is distinguished by the knowledge, expe-
rience and practice that only 19 years of 
teaching can provide. Her calm, down-
to-earth demeanor endears her to stu-
dents. Her teaching is grounded in her 
ongoing study of anatomy and inspired 
by her love of movement. The ability to 
clearly relay fundamentals of the asana 
practice and to maintain a compassion-
ate and supportive environment result in 
students that are among the most loyal. 
Class will focus on proper body align-
ment while practicing the traditional 
yoga postures. 
Options will be offered to make the poses 
more or less demanding depending one’s 
personal interest/ability level. 
Classes are Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. via 
Zoom, starting December 1. 
For more information, please contact Shantih 
Smythe at shantihsmythe901@gmail.com. 
•  Students will need a mat, a firm blanket 

(or a towel), a belt or tie from a robe, & a 
chair. 

•  Class location will be re-assessed in January.

Sign up for FAB basketball sessions at 
www.gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball.

-

http://www.gracestlukes.org/realm
mailto:shantihsmythe901%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball
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  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School
www.gslschool.org

News from GSL School 
By Thor Kvande, Head of School

As we continue doing our utmost to provide an excellent academic and extracurricular experience for 
students during these unusual pandemic times, we remain tremendously grateful for our faculty members, 
our families, and our church community at GSL. Thank you so much for your ongoing prayers and sup-
port of our efforts! It is helping us make it through. 

We are so happy to be able to continue to enjoy sacred, contemplative space in the church for our All-
School Chapel on Thursdays and some of our Celebration Chapels on Fridays. As you might expect, these 
events look a little different this year, as we make sure that our attendees are physically distanced in the 

space. All-School Chapel is livestreamed to the school now, as only eighth graders are allowed to attend to hear their peers’ Chapel Talks, 
a capstone event for our oldest students at GSL. Celebration Chapel is also livestreamed to classrooms, as only a small group of students 
attend in person each week. We are adapting to make things work! 

Enrollment info, holiday closings, and social media reminders follow below. We look forward to seeing you more often in person in 2021, 
and until then, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

2021-22 Enrollment
It is officially enrollment season! Families interested in learning more about GSL are encouraged to contact Director of Enrollment Shelly 
McGuire at 901-278-0200.

Closed for the Holidays
GSL School will be closed from December 21-January 1. Classes resume on Monday, January 4. We will also be closed Monday, January 
18, for MLK Day and Friday, January 29, for parent-teacher conferences. 

Join Us on Social
In these times, while we cannot be together in person as much as we like, positive word-of-mouth is more important than ever in sharing 
what makes GSL special. Please help us tell our story! One easy way to do that is through engagement on our social media. We encourage 
you to like/follow us today on any of our social media channels, and share! 
GSL Instagram Feed: www.instagram.com/gslschool/?hl=en GSL Twitter Feed: twitter.com/GSLSchoolMem
GSL Facebook School Page: www.facebook.com/gslschool GSL Facebook Alumni Page: www.facebook.com/GSLAlumni
GSL LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/2254618/admin

Eighth grader Ella Lambert prepares to 
deliver her Chapel Talk. 

Father Ollie leads chapel for a classroom 
at the Preschool. 

Third grader Virginia 
Irvine shares a draw-
ing of what she loves 
about GSL during 
Celebration 
in August.

Eighth graders 
Luke Barron, Izzie 
Cochran, & Lanie 
Schaffler gather for 

a group photo before 
their Chapel Talks. 

In her Chapel Talk, eighth grader Simone 
Guyton talked about the importance of peace-
ful protest as a means to affect social change. 

http://www.instagram.com/gslschool/?hl=en
http://twitter.com/GSLSchoolMem
http://www.facebook.com/gslschool
http://www.facebook.com/GSLAlumni
http://www.linkedin.com/company/2254618/admin
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Membership
News

Holy Baptism
• Faye Winburn Bowron, baptized on November 1, 2020
• Jack Barnes Abell, baptized on November 21, 2020
Birth
• Wesley Alexander Johnson (November 4, 2020), son of Erin and 

James Johnson
• Catesby Osborne Simmons (September 26, 2020), daughter of 

Rachael and Chilton Simmons 
• Gerry Walter Adair (September 19, 2020), daughter of Stephani 

and Gerry Adair
Marriage
• Mary Elizabeth Harpole and Douglas Young Snider, October 24, 

2020
• Ashlee Nell Rivalto and Bryce McGowin Hamlyn Hendry, 

December 12, 2020 
• Peria Jane Gober and John Barton Williams, December 19, 2020
Death
• Mary “Minetry” Apperson, October 25, 2020

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
 Year B beginning November 29, First Sunday of Advent 
Nov. 29 First Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 64:1-9 1  Corinthians 1:3-9  Mark 13:24-37  Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Dec. 6 Second Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 40:1-11  2 Peter 3:8-15a  Mark 1:1-8  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Dec. 13 Third Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  John 1:6-8,19-28  Psalm 126
Dec. 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  Romans 16:25-27  Luke 1:26-38  Canticle 3
Dec. 27 First Sunday after Christmas  Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7  John 1:1-18  Psalm 147
Jan. 3 Second Sunday after Christmas  Jeremiah 31:7-14  Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a  Matthew 2:13-15,19-23  Psalm 84:1-8
Jan. 10 First Sunday after the Epiphany  Genesis 1:1-5  Acts 19:1-7  Mark 1:4-11  Psalm 29
Jan. 17 Second Sunday after the Epiphany  1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)  1 Corinthians 6:12-20  John 1:43-51  Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
Jan. 24 Third Sunday after the Epiphany  Jonah 3:1-5, 10  1 Corinthians 7:29-31  Mark 1:14-20  Psalm 62:6-14
Jan. 31 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  Deuteronomy 18:15-20  1 Corinthians 8:1-13  Mark 1:21-28  Psalm 111

This link (www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts) is access to Sunday lectionary readings online where you may reflect and pray 
with them at any time. Also offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, and prayer starters to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

• The Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations are given to 
the glory of God and in memory of Thomas Hogan Sr., F. M. 
Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J. M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Doris 
Priest, and Harriss Siler.

Memorials
• Douglas McClew from Anne Harwell Hill
• Varner Rencher from The Burnett Family
• Francis Paul Gassner from Amy Starks
• Wesley Emerson from American Guild of Organists - Memphis 

Chapter and Kacey and Brian Davies
• Ron Ireland from Kacey and Brian Davies
• Barry Niell from Kacey and Brian Davies
• Brian Kellett from Kacey and Brian Davies
• Jean and Thomas Nichols from Adam and Penny Register
• Seymour Spiegelman from Adam and Penny Register
• Irwin and Roz Spiegelman from Adam and Penny Register
• Billie Capozzi from Wight Boggs
Honoraria
• Sidney Hickey from Sandra Ireland

Altar Flowers
During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic supplies given 
in their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving, and Eucharistic supplies (wafers, 
wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. 

To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, including dates that may hold significance and have been reserved by you in the past, 
contact Parish Administrator Linda Stine (901-252-6324, lstine@gracestlukes.org). 

Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; further in advance may show more available dates. Once 
the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee (listed above) either online or mail it to the parish office. 

Your donation must be received for the reservation to be considered complete, and for the acknowledgement to be printed in the Sunday 
leaflet.

mailto:lstine%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Bishop’s Annual Visitation to GSL, January 17

Mark your calendar for the Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 17. The Right Reverend Phoebe A. Roaf will celebrate and 
preach at the 10:30 a.m. service (in person and livestream) following a virtual 9:15-9:45 a.m. “Conversation with the Bishop” 
formation offering. Due to the number of adult and youth candidates to be administered confirmation, reception and reaffirma-
tion, and current physical-distancing guidelines, the Bishop will return for a weeknight or Saturday ceremony (date: to be an-
nounced) limited to candidates and families. Confirmation classes for youth were held during Fall 2020 and several adult classes 
will be offered during winter-spring 2021, dates to be announced. For information about adult classes, contact Stewardship 
Associate Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

Advent Season Devotional Resources for Individual and Households. 
www.gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritual-guidance

To enrich your spiritual journey from the first Sunday of Advent, November 29 to Christmas Eve, December 24, explore a 
variety of resources: GSL Weekly Virtual Clergy Reflections with Music for Meditation, December 2, 9, 16, 23 (10-minute of-
ferings of a brief reflection from a member of the clergy interspersed with music for cello, flute, guitar and organ via Wednesday eNews, 
Facebook, website; written versions mailed to non-internet users); Sunday Bulletin Inserts Series based on The Episcopal Church’s 
Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus-Centered Life Initiative (November 22, 29, December 6, 13, 20, episcopalchurch.org/way-of-
love); “Advent Word” Meditations (#AdventWord, adventword.org, news.forwardmovement.org); Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment Advent Toolkit (episcopalrelief.org/1000daysoflove/2020advent); and Episcopal Church Resources (episcopalchurch.org/
advent-and-christmas-resources).

GSL Daytime Book Group

The GSL Daytime Book Group will continue to read and enjoy in spite of COVID-19. Our December book is The Book Woman 
of Troublesome Creek by Kim Richardson. You are invited to join the Zoom discussion on December 1. We will also have an in-
person meeting with limited attendance with location to be determined on December 10. Regular members of this group will 
receive a notice. If you’d like to be added to the mailing list or receive a book schedule, please connect with Janie Morris through 
Realm Connect (www.gracestlukes.org/realm).
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