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On the cover: Grace-St. Luke’s has a full schedule of 
formation, music, fellowship offerings, and more this fall 

from some outstanding folks. Join us on the journey!
Please note: With this issue, we begin publishing the Messenger bi-monthly. The deadline 

for the October-November issue of the Messenger is 9 a.m., SEPTEMBER 1. 
Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org. 
For more informataion, visit www.gracestlukes.org/communications.
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Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
The app is packed with resources such as Sunday's readings and the daily office, church events 
and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff emails, photo capture tools, and 
more. Best of all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and cancellations via the app's push 
notifications system. You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACEST-
LUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY
9:15–9:45 a.m. Virtual Adult Formation Speakers 
  & Programs; Youth & Children Formation 
  Resources Emailed
10:30–11 a.m. Worship Livestream and In Person
4–5 p.m. Middle School EYC via ZOOM or In Person
5–6 p.m. High School EYC via ZOOM or In Person
5:30–6 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded Worship 
  & Music Events
TUESDAY 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
WEDNESDAY 
5 p.m. Youth Compline via Insta Live
THURSDAY 
7 a.m. Youth Morning Prayer via Insta Live
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Parish Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation
Jess Steenbergen, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation

2020 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship & Liturgy), Jimpsie Ayres 
(Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Clerk, 
Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), 
Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), Ben Cowan (Children’s 
Formation), Mike Davis (Athletics), Jim Greer 
(Worship & Liturgy), Sandra Ireland (Adult 
Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Stinson Liles 
(Social Justice), Charlie Pazar (Jr. Warden, Property, 
Stewardship), Anna Robbins (Congregational 
Development), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev 
Trojan (Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Sr. Warden, 
Administration & Communications, Stewardship)

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via 
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line 
at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to communicate 
pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a 
member of the clergy or pastoral care team.
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A Message from the 
Associate Rector

A wise human once said, “A person 
becomes a person through other people.” 
and I have been pondering this good idea 
since beginning here in July at Grace-St. 
Luke’s. Thank you for the many ways you 
have welcomed me and my family to the 
Grace-St. Luke’s family. Though it is a full 
and mysterious time of being present to 

one another through Zoom, social distancing, and masking, the 
GSL family has made me feel at home. Your notes of welcome, 
phone calls, Zoom chats, and individual in-person conversations 
have given me immediate insights into the strong community and 
connections we have here at the church. It is clear that we need 
one another, all of us, especially right now during these times of 
COVID-19 pandemic and racial injustice. We need one another 
and we become a more whole and complete person through one 
another just as the quotation above reminds us.

It is true that this fall will be different from most falls we’ve ever 
experienced. However, what won’t be different is that we will share 
in it together, as a community of faith with an eternal God who 
has the long view and alpha and omega for us all. How we move 
forward into this next chapter is up to us, and I for one choose 
hope, creativity, and an openness to transformation. How will you 
choose to move forward in the days and months ahead?

It is my honor as Associate Rector for Congregational Development 
and Community Engagement to explore the countless ways we 
can connect with one another—as a faith community and beyond 
our own brick and mortar walls as well. Already, in sharing and 
listening with you, I hear such beautiful desires to connect and 
go deeper with self, God, and the community. Good, good news.

I am excited and hopeful for the Christian Formation lineup for the 
Fall. I am inspired by the creative ways we are exploring in-person 
and online mediums for connection and conversation. But most of 
all, I am ready to be transformed with all of you in what God has in 
store for us. Hooray for the shared journey ahead, and hooray for 
the ways we are and will become the Beloved Community of God.

Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

Resilience and Connections 
in Life at Grace-St. Luke’s 

Reflecting on life at GSL, especially 
over the last several months and looking 
ahead, the words resilience and connections 
come to mind. Our thriving community 
of faith has shown resilience by staying 
the course, faithfully navigating an ever-
changing, complicated and unreconciled 
world, and staying connected.   

GSL members of the body of Christ have made a way out of what 
at times can feel like no way. And on the journey, it has been 
obvious that connections are essential. This I know personally and 
hear from parishioners and non-parishioners. In this season of 
physical distancing, many gifts can come from connections made 
with another through prayer, conversation, worship, formation, 
pastoral care, stewardship, outreach, social justice, fellowship, 
music, recreation and wellness. Whether virtual or in person, each 
offering and setting will foster some degree of connection. 

In this extraordinary issue of The Messenger, we include an expansive 
Life at GSL–Fall 2020 Guide intended to be a companion for 
continued resilience and connections—and for sharing with others 
who might benefit. You will find a full schedule of worship and 
music offerings; formation events, guest speakers, and resources 
for adults, youth, and children; ways to connect with parishioners; 
and ways to share in the stewardship (giving) ministry of time, 
talent and treasure at Grace-St. Luke’s.  

Our vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and 
healing through worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices 
in the love of Jesus to transform the world. I look forward to sharing 
an exciting fall season of deep engagement and spiritual growth 
that will feed our hearts and souls.  

Ollie+ 

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org 

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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A Message from the 
Stewardship Associate

 As we all know, Grace-St. Luke’s is a 
singular place. Our 1912 Gothic Revival 
building, Tiffany window, magnificent or-
gan, and beautiful grounds are stunning to 
behold. 
 But one thing this pandemic has made 
crystal clear is that Grace-St. Luke’s is not 
just a place. Grace-St. Luke’s is an amazing 

people! Throughout these 100 days and counting, you’ve support-
ed and cared for each other (and us) through phone calls, emails, 
notes, and acts of kindness big and small. You’ve attended Zoom get 
togethers, virtual church, Facebook compline, and good old-fash-
ioned conference calls. You’ve made sandwiches, filled backpacks, 
and comforted those who are ill and grieving.  You’ve supported our 
common call to be the hands and feet of Christ in this world.
 When this pandemic began and we learned that we were to be 
“safer at home,” few of us imagined how long our separation would 
extend. It’s hard to be a congregation when you can’t congregate! You 
all have demonstrated, week after endless week, month after month, 
that our parish is so much more than a building, and that our rela-
tionships go way beyond Sunday mornings.
 You’ve continued to support our parish financially, too.  Even 
though we can’t pass the plate each week, faithful givers have mailed 
checks, given online, set up automatic payments, and tried our new 
text-to-give system during services. Your generosity during these un-
precedented times is so appreciated as we all work to adjust and 
adapt to our new shared reality.
 Thank you for all you are doing to support our clergy and staff, 
our parish, and each other! Grace-St. Luke’s is grateful for you.

Chapman Morrow

A Message from the 
Director of Music & Organist

 “What do you want to be when you 
grow up?” The question that everyone was 
asked when they were a child. I had a lot of 
answers throughout my adolescence: a mu-
sician, an accountant, a doctor, a teacher… 
you get the idea. But I can honestly say 
that never once did I dream of being a film 
editor/producer. And yet, here I find myself 

having created and edited a dozen videos over the past few months. 
It truly is amazing what can be done with a cell phone, an audio 
recorder, and a laptop! 
 We are blessed at GSL to be surrounded by beauty: beauty in 
our nave and its architecture, beauty in its acoustics, beauty in music 
and organs, and especially beauty in people. I have been fortunate 
to be able to combine all of these things to create these videos. In 
May and in July, we featured small series of virtual concerts which 
included some of our guest musicians who often play for our 5:30 
p.m. Sunday service, the legendary principal trumpet of the MSO 
and fellow church member, Scott Moore, our staff singers as they 
sang some of their favorite vocal solos, and I have loved showing off 
both the gentle and powerful sounds of the two gallery and chancel 
organs in two organ recitals. We also created a program for Ascen-
sion as well as two services of Sung Compline with our music staff 
and clergy. 
 As we look toward the fall in this new virtual reality, we’ll con-
tinue on our path of rich liturgies and musical programs. Our Sun-
day 5:30 p.m. time beginning in September will begin a rotation of 
all of these various offerings. We look forward to joining you online!  

Dr. Patrick A. Scott

A Message from the 
Athletics Director

GSL Church is happy to announce our union with a 
local, professional organization called, “soccer shots” 
to provide our 2020 fall soccer program.

• The season is September 12 – November 7 and sessions will be held at 
the GSL field during the hours of 2 – 5 p.m. No preseason practices are 
required.
• Below is some information bout the Soccer Shots program. 

The “Three Cs” – Coaching, Communication And Curriculum
The foundation of Soccer Shots is our relentless commitment to providing 
best-in-class coaching, communication and curriculum.
The best coaches in the business
1. Every Soccer Shots coach must complete our comprehensive training 
program to receive certification.
2. All Soccer Shots coaches are trained in the use of developmentally ap-
propriate techniques.
3. Coaches are routinely evaluated and undergo ongoing training.
4. Our coach selection process evaluates not only the ability to coach soc-
cer, but also the ability to engage and inspire children.

An exceptional customer experience with ongoing communication
1. You will receive a weekly summary of what your child is learning at 
Soccer Shots.
2. We proactively communicate cancellations due to weather or other cir-
cumstances.
3. Our staff understands the importance of timely, responsive communi-
cation.
Expert-approved curriculum that aligns with early childhood education 
standards
1. Our developmentally appropriate curriculum places an emphasis on 
character development and skill building.
2. Our program is created under the guidance of childhood education 
specialists, professional soccer players and experienced and licensed soccer 
coaches.
3. We constantly re-evaluate and update our curriculum to stay current 
with childhood education standards.

Our Vision: To provide a beloved growth experience for every child; a 
remarkable experience for every family. Soccer Shots focuses on individual 
skill, fitness and sportsmanship, providing an opportunity for children to 
be challenged through fun games and coach interaction. Children will also 
be introduced to competition in a developmentally appropriate manner. 

Christi Authement



Sunday, August 23, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Blessing of the Backpacks/Laptops & Episcopal School Sunday

During the 10:30 a.m. in-person and livestream service, backpack and laptop owners are invited to have them handy for a blessing of 
well-wishes for a positive year in all schools that support the GSL community. We also will celebrate our parish school (established 1947), 
commission teachers, and offer prayers for all Episcopal School communities about which you can learn more through the National 
Association of Episcopal Schools (www.episcopalschools.org).

Sunday, August 30, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m.
Wellness and Recovery Sunday with Dr. Monty Burks

Christians and all people are called to strive for wellness of mind, body and spirit, which includes paying 
attention to any addictions that may be occurring in our lives or the lives of others. The worship services will 
highlight the significance of this day. At 9:15 a.m., join us online for a conversation with Dr. Monty Burks, 
Tennessee State Director of Faith-Based Initiatives.

Sunday, September 6, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

On the Sunday before Labor Day, there will be no virtual formation offerings for adults, youth and children. Mark your calendar for 
September 13, Celebration Sunday: celebration of all that makes for an abundant life at Grace-St. Luke’s: formation offerings for all ages, 
the stewardship ministry of offering time, talent, and treasure, connections through small groups, and more. 

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Life at GSL — Fall 2020 Guide

Formation at Grace-St. Luke’s: Christian formation (education) is about growing in discipleship and discovering how faith is relevant to 
all aspects of our lives. At GSL, we strive to offer a menu of learning choices in large and small group settings led both by clergy and lay 
ministers. 

ADULT FORMATION
www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

Sunday
9:15–9:45 a.m. Virtual Adult Formation Speakers & Programs
  Youth & Children Formation Resources Emailed
10:30–11 a.m. Worship Livestream and In Person
4–5 p.m. Middle School EYC via ZOOM or In Person
5–6 p.m. High School EYC via ZOOM or In Person
5:30–6 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded Worship & Music Events

Tuesday 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
Wednesday 
5 p.m. Youth Compline via Insta Live
Thursday 
7 a.m. Youth Morning Prayer via Insta Live
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
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ACCESSING GSL FALL 2020 PROGRAMS AND EVENTS: During the COVID-19 pandemic, Grace-St. Luke’s 
Church is adhering to safety guidelines and restrictions according to the policy of the Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee. 
For Fall 2020, we will operate primarily in virtual ways for worship, formation, service, and fellowship with occasional 
options for small groups to gather in physically-distanced ways. Unless otherwise noted, most of the following speakers, 
programs and classes will be available via ZOOM video-audio platform using access details provided and posted on the 
website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel.
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Sunday, September 13, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Celebration Sunday: Are you Ready??! Formation, Stewardship, & Connections

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, will introduce an exciting season of events. The clergy and lay leaders 
will reflect and invite members to a connective, creative, and spiritually rich life this year at GSL through 
a lively and engaging video to lift a tired heart, thrill an eager mind, and center a beautiful soul. Plan on 
seeing familiar faces, laughing a bit, and becoming encouraged that COVID has only made us even more 
conscientious about remaining connected and resilient as a faith community.

Sunday, September 20, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
GSL Making Connections & Storytelling with The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

Yes, we think of the Holy Scriptures as our Sacred Story, but have we ever considered your journey as Sacred 
Story as well? If holy ground is everywhere, then each of our paths is ripe with the Divine’s handprint. 
Journey with Associate Rector Laura F. Gettys as she shares some of her own sacred story and invites us all 
into the ways deeper healing and transformation can come when we live more deeply into our communal 
relationships.

Sunday, September 27, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Resilience in Times Like These with The Rev. Dr. Bill Harkins

Resilience has been demonstrated and celebrated by the people of God since the beginning of time to navigate 
hardships and changes to life by being stronger than before and finding a new positive way forward. Atlanta-
based pastoral theologian and Canon Priest Associate at the Episcopal Cathedral of St. Philip, Dr. Harkins 
will offer a presentation on resilience psychology and wisdom to support individuals and households through 
pandemics.

Sunday, October 4, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Feast of St. Francis of Assisi , 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Join the clergy for a presentation to commemorate the commitments of love, simplicity, care for the poor, and animals, commonly 
attributed to Francis, who prayed that we might become instruments of the peace of God for the world. The day also will include an 
intentional way to acknowledge the blessing of animals.   

Sunday, October 11, Ninteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
On Politics and Faith Values with Professor Otis Sanford

In our Baptismal Covenant, we vow to strive for justice and peace among all people, and to respect the 
dignity of every human being. Sharing in political processes is a part of our Christian responsibility. Tune in 
for a conversation with Otis Sanford, University of Memphis Hardin Chair of Excellence in Economic and 
Managerial Journalism and political columnist, about the present issues associated with politics and challenges 
faced by people of faith.

Sunday, October 18, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Commemorating the Feast of St. Luke, Physician & Evangelist, through Conversation
In memory of our patron saint and to honor all who serve through the healthcare profession, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the clergy will facilitate a time of reflection with parishioners and special guest workers about their recent experiences on the “frontline.”

Sunday, October 25, Twenth-first Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Dragonfly Collective, The Hospitality Hub & The Hub Hotel with Jarad Bingham

Dragonfly Collective’s mission of simplifying the flow of philanthropic capital to energize solutions for the 
common good recently assisted the Hospitality Hub with opening the Hub Hotel. The Hub Hotel is the first-
of-its-kind transitional shelter where women experiencing homelessness can safely practice social distancing. 
Join the clergy for a conversation with Dragonfly principal Jarad Bingham about the development group and 
its community impact.
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November 1, All Saints’ Day & Pledge Consecration Sunday, 9:15–9:45 a.m.  
Exploring The Saints Through Poetry with The Rev. Katherine M. Bush

From generation to generation, poetry is one of the greatest art expressions to which people of faith turn for 
delight, wisdom, comfort, inspiration and remembrance. Join GSL member and St. Mary’s School Chaplain 
& Director of Religion, the Rev. Katherine Bush, on an exploration of poetry to commemorate All Saints’ 
Day. This day also marks Pledge Consecration Sunday when pledges are requested to confirm commitments 
of time, talent and treasure to sustain GSL. The Rev. Bush will offer the homily at the 10:30 a.m. service. 

Sunday, November 8, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Building Compassion and Resilience in Beloved Community: A Conversation with 
Dr. Susan Campbell on the Methodologies of Dr. Brené Brown hosted by The Rev. Laura F. Gettys 

Susan K. Campbell, PhD, is a psychologist, certified Daring Way™ and Dare to Lead™ facilitator, and fellow 
Episcopalian from North Carolina. The interactive conversation will focus on the call to love our neighbors 
as ourselves and on the links between self-awareness, self-compassion, resilience, and vulnerability. The focus 
is on us as adults, and how important it is to show up as the people God created us to be, and to be generous 
with others as they do the same. If you have enjoyed or heard of Brené Brown, Dr. Campbell is certified 
according to Brown’s experiential methodologies and gifted in offering inspiration.

Sunday, November 15, Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Racial Healing: A Lifelong Journey, Part 1 with Grace-St. Luke’s Social Justice Committee Leaders and the Clergy

How well do we know our own history? Philosopher George Santayana famously wrote, “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” Mark Twain disagreed, offering the opinion that “history doesn’t repeat itself, but it does rhyme.” Regardless of 
whether history repeats itself or merely rhymes, we must first know it to recognize it. Join GSL’s Social Justice Committee for a look at the 
history of civil rights and justice in the Bluff City—you just may see some familiar faces and learn something new!

Sunday, November 22, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Racial Healing: A Lifelong Journey, Part 2 with Dr. Tim Huebner 

Reflecting on the importance of storytelling, reconciliation, and justice, Episcopalian and Rhodes College 
history professor Tim Huebner will reflect on individual and community journeys with more deeply engaging 
matters of racial healing. Area initiatives such as the Lynching Sites Project of Memphis remind us of 
Memphis’ history with race relations and endless opportunities for people of faith to work toward creating 
“beloved community.” 

Sunday, November 29, The First Sunday in Advent, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
An Advent Like No Other with The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 

Advent marks the annual occasion for the church catholic (universal) to “begin again” on the journey with 
Christ beginning in great expectation of his birth. This new season also is perfect for members of the body 
of Christ to reflect on the past, present and future. It is more and more obvious every day that life, especially 
for the Church, will never be the same again. The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher will highlight societal and spiritual 
matters that may resonate with those who tune in for the presentation.
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Sunday, December 6,  The Second Sunday of Advent 
Annual Meeting of the Parish

All members and newcomers are invited and encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish via Zoom. This one-hour occasion 
will undertake key business matters, including the election of the Vestry Class of 2023, parish life highlights since the last annual meeting, 
review of a 2021 operating budget draft, and a state-of-the-parish address from the Rector.   

Sundays, December 13 and 20,  The Third and Fourth Sundays of Advent, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
Unpacking the Gospels in Advent with The Rev. Dr. Mitzi Minor

Memphis Theological Seminary Professor, Dr. Mitzi Minor returns to GSL for a two-part series focused on 
the Gospel lessons appointed for the third and fourth Sundays of Advent (John 1:6-8,19-28; Luke 1:26-
38). Spread the word and tune in to this Advent teaching series by one of the finest biblical scholars and a 
longtime friend of GSL.

Sunday, December 27,  The First Sunday after Christmas, 9:15–9:45 a.m. 

Christian Formation events for adults, youth and children are suspended until January 10.

GSL Reading Together & Discussions, August – December
www.gracestlukes.org/gslreadingtogether

GSL Reading Together is one of many ways to connect with others at GSL around a common subject. Order your book through a local book-
seller or online, let the reading begin, and consider signing up for Zoom discussions according to the schedules associated with each book.

AUGUST

Wonder by R. J. Palacio

Wonder is a heartwarming story of a boy born with a facial deformity which has prevented him from going to school 
up until now. The story begins as he starts fifth grade and is told from several different points of view. You may find 
yourself alternately laughing and crying, identifying with first one character and then another, but you will likely come 
away from this book with the conviction that showing even one simple act of kindness can make all the difference in 
the world. A great read for all ages, households with children and teens especially might enjoy reading this together!

Zoom Discussions, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLWonder
Tuesday, September 8, Noon–12:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 8, 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: GSL Middle School Head Ellen Hendry, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World by Dalai Lama XIV and Archbishop Desmond Tutu with 
Douglas Carlton Abrams

Anglican Archbishop Tutu of South Africa visits the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India, on the occasion of his 80th 
birthday for a week of conversation about living joyfully in the face of adversity. Both men stress the importance of 
sharing compassion and gratitude. Filled with wisdom buoyed by scientific research on happiness and with practices 
for cultivating your own sense of joy, this book might just be tailor-made for this moment in our lives. We could 
all use a little bit more joy. To foster both community and build on discussions, class participants are encouraged to 
commit to all sessions if possible.

Zoom Discussions, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLBookofJoy 
Wednesday, September 9, Noon–12:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 9, 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: Anne Ayres, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
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SEPTEMBER

Crazy Christians: A Call to Follow Jesus by The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church

“We need some Christians who are as crazy as the Lord. Crazy enough to love like Jesus, to give like Jesus, to forgive 
like Jesus, to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God like Jesus. Crazy enough to dare to change the world from 
the nightmare it often is in to something close to the dream that God dreams for it.” Bishop Curry’s words are a clarion 
call to us to take the gospel seriously and let it transform the very fabric of our lives. To foster both community and 
build on discussions, class participants are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.

Zoom Discussion, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLCrazyChristians
Sunday, September 27; 4–4:45 p.m.
Facilitators: Anne Ayres, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, and possibly a special guest

OCTOBER

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson

Just Mercy is a powerful true story about the potential for mercy to redeem us, and a clear call to fix our broken system 
of justice. It is both an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window 
into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. This 
book is a must-read for anyone concerned about what is now coming to light about our justice system. To foster both 
community and build on discussions, class participants are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.

Zoom Discussions, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLJustMercy
Wednesdays, October 14, 21, 28; 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: Anne Ayres, The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

NOVEMBER

Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor

In Learning to Walk in the Dark, Barbara Brown Taylor asks us to put aside our fears and anxieties and to explore all 
that God has to teach us “in the dark.” With her characteristic charm and literary wisdom, she is our guide through 
a spirituality of the nighttime, teaching us how to find our footing in times of uncertainty and giving us strength and 
hope to face all of life’s challenging moments. To foster both community and build on discussions, class participants 
are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.

Zoom Discussions, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLLearningtoWalk
Wednesdays, November 4, 11, 18; 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: Anne Ayres, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

DECEMBER

The Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder, Reorder by Richard Rohr

Father Richard Rohr suggests a wisdom pattern can give us hope in difficult times and the courage to push through 
messiness and even great chaos to find a new way of being in the world. “Knowing the full pattern allows us to let go 
of our first order, trust the disorder, and, sometimes even hardest of all—to trust the new reorder. Three big leaps of 
faith for all of us, and each of a different character.” To foster both community and build on discussions, class partici-
pants are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.

Zoom Discussions, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLWisdomPattern
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16; 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
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Wednesday Evenings
www.gracestlukes.org/midweek-evenings

From Lament to Hope: Preparing for a Time “When Life is Good Again”
September 16, 23, 30, October 7
Facilitator: Dr. Dan Pigg
Time: 6–6:45 p.m.
Zoom Discussions, Signup Link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLLamenttoHope

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Dolly Parton wrote a song and a music video has been produced 
about our current time. In “When Life is Good Again,” written in the form of a lament that leads to hope, 
Dolly Parton speaks with the voice that many of us realize now. There is so much we don’t know. There is so 
much we are still processing, and there is a considerable distance to go before we find what we thought were 

our regular patterns of life. Lament is the way we cope with life; it provides a time of reflection. It asks us to think out of the box—to think 
of others, to think of our God, and to think about how we fit into the community.

The writer of Lamentations in the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible helps the community to understand one of the most catastrophic events 
in the life of Israel/Judah: the fall of the city of Jerusalem in 587 BCE to the Babylonians. The writer addresses the pain of how they got 
here. The destruction of the Temple in 587 BCE was catastrophic to understanding the community. Lament is not a pity party; it is an 
organized and methodical look at reality. It provides a way through the crisis with the belief that God’s hand is in it somewhere, even 
when it is not as clear as the writer or community would like it to be. The hope oracles in the book of the prophet Jeremiah help hearers 
to understand their current state, and the third portion of Isaiah (chapter 56-66) help hearers to understand what the future from God’s 
perspective might look like.

Sitting with lament, contemplating the mystery of divine providence, realizing our limitations along with our hopes, dreams, and fears 
connect us in 2020 to an important period in the history of Israel/Judah which is also our history. Life will be “good again,” but we have to 
trust the process of time. Lament is important to living into God’s future and ours. Class participants will explore that movement over our 
four weeks of meetings via Zoom. 

Connection-Making Events and More

The Congregational Development Committee is working to identify ways that the church can gather in person and feel safe.  They are put-
ting together a 5-week, in-person, small group series centered around Sacred Stories. Details are coming on Celebration Sunday, September 
13.  For more details, contact Hallie Peyton, halliep at legacywealth.com or Anna Holtzclaw, anna.holtzclaw at gmail.com. 

Also, be on the lookout for a survey in the next couple of weeks to gauge the level of readiness of those who would like to connect (safe-
ly and socially distanced) with: Porch Parties, Movie Nights in an outdoor space (like Snowden Field or St Columba), Outdoor Concert 
Nights (like Snowden Field or St Columba), or Yoga or another type of exercise class offered outside.   

Thursday Men’s Fellowship. All men are invited to this 45-minute virtual fellowship facilitated by GSL member Doug Duncan and the 
Rev. Ollie V. Rencher. In-person safe gatherings will be scheduled occasionally. This weekly connection time begins and ends with a brief 
prayer and are informal conversations about spiritual growth, faith and doubt, current events and concerns, intellectual stimulation, and 
thoughtful living in a fast world. Contact Doug (Doug.Duncan at wolfrivercap.com) or Ollie+ (orencher@gracestlukes.org) for more infor-
mation and Zoom access. 
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Sundays: All ages Sunday Formation 9:15 
a.m. Every Sunday, an at-home Sunday 
school packet will be sent straight to you! 
Take your time throughout the week to 
grow, play, and learn with actives and 
scripture made just for our community. 
Emails containing Sunday Formation 
packets, Zoom links, and EYC plans will 
be delivered at 9:15 a.m. weekly. 

EYC: An opportunity for fellowship, 
relaxing, and fun! EYC offers a more 
laidback atmosphere for youth to build 
meaningful and lasting friendships. 
This time is less focused on structured 
learning and more devoted to community 
building, self-expression, impactful 
service, and seeking to understand the 
ever-changing and messy world around 
us. Please note that locations and times 
may change depending on the nature of 
our activities, look out for monthly emails 

YOUTH FORMATION (6th - 12th Grade) 
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
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Nursery and in-person classes for children 
will resume at a date TBD.

Fall 2020 At-Home and Virtual Offerings 
for Children 

For more information about programs for 
children, please contact Sharon Camp-
bell, Director of Children’s Formation 
(scampbell@gracestlukes.org). Sharon will 
be assisted by Julie O’Bryan, Teresa Betts 
and other catechists with fall program 
offerings.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a 
Montessori-based approach to the faith 
formation of children that takes place in 
a specially prepared classroom called an 
Atrium. Some elements of the Atrium 
experience lend themselves quite well to 
at-home use. Our starting points for the 
fall are outlined here: 

Traveling Model Altar: At this child-sized 
altar, children learn the nomenclature for 
articles of the mass by preparing the altar 
themselves. The Model Altar is one of the 
more beloved work choices in the Atrium, 
so during this time of physical distance, 
your child can enjoy this experience at 
home! Instructions and all materials will 
be provided. Sign up online or contact 
Sharon Campbell for more information. 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION (Nursery - 5th Grade)
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
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from awilliams@gracestlukes.org to keep updated on all things 
EYC. In addition, the what and where of EYC is subject to 
change concerning conditions of COVID 19, but know we 
always plan to have something offered at this time for you and 
your family! 
Wednesdays: Insta Live Compline at 5 p.m. @gsl.youth 
Thursdays: Insta Live Morning Prayer at 7 a.m. @gsl.youth

Youth Formation at GSL may look at little different this 
coming fall, but make no mistake, we are working hard to 
make it one for the books. Above is a general outline for the 
times you can expect to gather for all things youth and EYC.   
While we always will stick to these times, watch for emails 
containing where we will be meeting, whether that be Zoom 
or a socially distanced outdoor activity! To stay connected 
on where and what the EYCs will be, contact awilliams@
gracestlukes.org. 
Local teacher and GSL parishioner, Jess Steenbergen, will be 
serving as our primary Youth Formation associate this fall. Jess 
has had a very active role with Youth Formation the past two 
years, and we are thrilled to have her with us once again. 
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Prayer Table Kit: Above all else, the Atrium is a place of 
prayer, contemplation, and community for children. To help 
you and your child create a similar space in your home, Prayer 
Table kits will be available for pick up on Celebration Sunday, 
September 13. Child/ren are encouraged to use their Prayer 
Table any time they feel drawn to it. If desired, children may 
also join our virtual Sunday Prayer Table (see below) each 
week to help stay connected to their Atrium community.

Sunday Prayer Table (via Zoom): A focal point of the Atrium 
is the Prayer Table, where children and catechists gather 
together to sing, pray, and share what’s on our hearts. Each 
Sunday, following the 10:30 service, all children are invited 
to join a 15-minute (approx. 11:45-12) virtual Prayer Table 
led by Sharon Campbell via Zoom (link sent to all families on 
Saturdays). 

Children’s Activity Bags: Each month, families are invited to 
pick up a Children’s Activity Bag. These bags will offer Bible 
stories, Scripture readings, moments for reflection, coloring 
pages, supplies for crafts, and seasonal activities. Children’s 
Activity Bags will be available on October 4, November 1, 
and November 30. 

Outdoor, In-Person Gatherings for Families: To meet the 
needs of families and children to be together in a safe way, 
we hope to offer some outdoor, in-person, socially distanced 
gatherings for families. (Subject to CDC guidelines and local 
health directives, dates TBD.) 
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www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124
Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org

Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

Worship and Music—Fall 2020 beginning September 13
www.gracestlukes.org/worship | www.gracestlukes.org/music

Worship provides opportunities to thank and praise God for blessings known and unknown, be still in spirit, and revive the soul to face 
whatever lies ahead. Readings from and meditations on scripture, music, silence, candles, and sharing in the Holy Eucharist, when possible, 
provide food for the journey. Throughout history, the gift of music has existed as one of many ways to bless souls and connect people. All 
are welcome to engage any and all that we offer at GSL.

SUNDAY AND WEEKDAYS

Sunday 10:30–11 a.m. Worship Livestream and In-person (sign-up required)
Service includes scripture, homily, music and intercessions, adapted from the Liturgy of the Word from the Holy Eucharist, Morning Prayer 
of the Daily Office and other resources.

Sunday 5:30–6 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded Worship & Music Events 
Virtual meditative services are offered by the clergy for those watching in a more contemplative setting, enhanced by candles, icons, 
intentional moments for silence, and instrumental music. Offerings scheduled at this time also include occasional recitals, concerts and 
choral services.

Tuesday 8–8:15 p.m. Compline via Facebook Live 
Thursday 8–8:15 p.m. Compline via Facebook Live 
Compline (Night Prayers): The last of the four services in the Daily Office (The Book of Common Prayer), the brief service of Compline 
descends from the night prayers said before bed at the end of the monastic round of daily prayer. It is a simple “office” including a 
confession of sins, one or more psalms, a short reading from scripture, versicles and responses, the Lord’s Prayer, collects which ask for God’s 
protection during the night to come, and the canticle Nunc dimittis (“Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have 
promised.”).

September 13  Evensong for GSL Celebration Sunday
September 20  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship
September 27  Musical Concert
October 4  Musical Concert for the Feast of St. Francis
October 11  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship
October 18  Evensong for the Feast of St. Luke
October 25  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship
November 1  Choral Music for the Feast of All Saints’
November 8  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship

November 15  Musical Concert
November 22  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship
November 29  Music for Advent
December 6  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship
December 15  Contemplative Prerecorded Worship
December 20  Choral Music for Advent & Christmas
December 24  Christmas Eve
December 25  Christmas Day

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, 

parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate

Christi Authement, Athletics Director; Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation; Abby Huber, Receptionist and Ministry Associate; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator;  Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator

Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation. Clergy and staff contact information: www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry and Treasurer
Grant Adams (Worship & Liturgy), Jimpsie Ayres (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Clerk, Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), 

Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis (Athletics), Jim Greer (Worship & Liturgy), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation)
Jonathan Large (Outreach), Stinson Liles (Social Justice), Charlie Pazar (Jr. Warden, Property, Stewardship), Anna Robbins (Congregational Development), Tom Stephenson 

(Stewardship), Bev Trojan (Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Sr. Warden, Administration & Communications, Stewardship)



Elizabeth Warren 
& Julia McDonald 
A lifelong parishioner at GSL, 
Julia grew up in our community 
worshiping with her parents, 
Tom and Carolyn Chesney. Julia 
has served on the vestry and 
has participated in the Pastoral 
Care ministry. She has lived in 
Memphis all her life except for 

stints in Philadelphia and Dallas for undergraduate and graduate 
education. Her seven-year-old daughter Janie attends St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School.

Elizabeth, also a lifelong Episcopalian, came to us from Jackson, 
Mississippi. She joined our parish in 2013 after graduating from 
Rhodes and is involved with the GSL Young Adult program. 
Elizabeth also served as a lector until as she put it “became too 
pregnant and unsteady on my feet to stand in front of the church.” 
Her son Henry was born January 10 of this year. Elizabeth also 
has a couple of serendipitous connections to Father Ollie, namely 
that he is the godfather of Elizabeth’s nephew. Elizabeth’s brother 
Cooper and his family live in Charlotte, NC, and attend church 
at St. Peter’s where Ollie+ served on the clergy team prior to being 
called to GSL.
 
Founded in 1969, the Community Foundation manages charitable 
funds—enabling individuals, families, and companies to set up 
investment accounts and direct grants to nonprofits. Elizabeth says 
that because the foundation works with a large and diverse group 
of donors and nonprofits, it has a “bird’s eye view” of the charitable 
challenges and opportunities in the greater Memphis area. 

On March 15, Mayor Strickland’s administration asked the 
Community Foundation to spearhead the formation of a 
coronavirus response fund, which would serve as the unified 
community relief initiative for supporting organizations and those 
they serve impacted by the pandemic. The Foundation had the 
Mid-South COVID-19 Regional Response Fund up and running 

Outreach
www.gracestlukes.org/outreach

Community Foundation of Greater Memphis Leans In to 
COVID-19 Response Through Public-Private Partnership

This is the fourth in a series of  Messenger articles highlighting GSL parishioners serving our community with nonprofit organizations. If  you know of  a 
parishioner whose volunteer or professional work should be featured in a future article, please email James Drummond at drummondjamesf  at gmail.com

The Community Foundation of Greater Memphis, an organization dedicated to effective philanthropy, established the Mid-South 
COVID-19 Regional Response Fund in March 2020 in cooperation with the City of Memphis and other partners. GSL provided a $3,000 
grant to the COVID Fund. However, that is not the only connection between GSL and the Community Foundation as GSL parishioners 
Julia McDonald and Elizabeth Warren are key staff members. Julia is the organization’s Vice President of Marketing & Communications 
while Elizabeth serves as the Director of Grants & Initiatives.

within a week. COVID Fund partners also include Shelby County 
Government, United Way of the Mid-South, and Momentum 
Nonprofit Partners/Mid-South Philanthropy Network. 

Over 500 donors have contributed $4.2 million to this collective 
relief effort thus far. The lead-off gift was $250,000 from Nike. 
Other major support includes $500,000 from the PepsiCo 
Foundation, specifically to aid Black and Latino communities, and 
the Kresge and Hearst Foundations. The COVID Fund also has 
received significant individual support, including from several GSL 
parishioners. 

In its first, immediate relief phase that ran March to June, the 
COVID Fund granted $2,406,500 to 91 distinct organizations 
across the region. In the second, recovery and resiliency phase 
running July to September, the Fund will award another $1.8 
million to nonprofits that are directly responding to the significant 
consequences of, and disparities exacerbated by, this public health 
crisis.

Mid-South COVID-19 Regional Response Fund grants have 
been awarded to several GSL Outreach grantees including MIFA, 
Kindred Place, Friends for Life, Neighborhood Christian Center, 
Church Health, and Thistle & Bee Enterprises. 

Besides setting up investment accounts at the foundation, 
individuals can also participate in Community Foundation’s 
signature dollar-a-day giving program called GiVE 365. GiVE 
365 allows members to pool their donations with others to make 
grants to non-profits based on an annual theme. It’s an engaging, 
fun way to learn about a wide range of nonprofits, make a strategic 
economic impact, and interact with other community-minded 
Memphians over the grant year. Elizabeth added that a number of 
GSL parishioners have been dedicated GiVE 365 members since it 
began in 2010.

Please join the Outreach Committee in recognizing Julia, Elizabeth, 
and the Community Foundation for their support of Memphians 
in need during the COVID-19 pandemic as well as their service to 
the community over the long term.  

James Drummond
GSL Outreach Committee
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 Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School News

2020-21 School Year
As we prepare to kick off a new school year in such 
unprecedented times, we want to acknowledge all 
faculty and staff for their hard work all summer long. 
This group has dedicated numerous hours to training 
and planning to ensure that they are prepared to teach 
students on campus, remotely, or in a hybrid scenario. 

We also want to announce our newest team members 
to GSL:

GSL Church Associate Rector and GSL Parent Laura 
Gettys will be teaching Bible in Middle School. 

Amanda Meyer will be a fourth grade teacher. 

Harmony Swenson will be a second grade teacher. 

Frances Williams will be teaching math in Middle 
School. 

Marci Woodmansee ‘83 is returning to GSL as the 
associate director of communications! 

We are thrilled to welcome these new Saints—along 
with many new students—to our great school! 

Reopening Plans
Head of School Thor Kvande was recently a featured guest on The Daily Memphian’s “The Extra Podcast” hosted by 
Eric Barnes. Watch the podcast to learn how GSL quickly adapted to remote learning back in March, and what has been 
done this summer to safely reopen campus. https://tinyurl.com/GSLpodcast 
Stay up-to-date on GSL’s plans to reopen school amid COVID-19: www.gslschool.org/about-gsl/gsl--covid-19-updates-.

If you or someone you know is interested in GSL, we 
still have a few spots open in select grades. To learn 
more, contact Director of Enrollment Shelly McGuire 
at smcguire at gslschool.org or 901-278-0200.

Support GSL School Family Businesses
We love supporting local businesses, especially those 
owned by families at our school! Visit this link to 
view, and support, businesses owned by GSL School 
families! http://ow.ly/KzRO50AeUph

https://tinyurl.com/GSLpodcast
http://www.gslschool.org/about-gsl/gsl--covid-19-updates-
http://gslschool.org
http://ow.ly/KzRO50AeUph
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Membership
News

Transfers in
• Palmer Holland, Graham Nichols, and Marley-Kate Nichols 

from St. Mary’s Cathedral, Memphis 
Transfers out
• Stephanie Cheney to Calvary Episcopal Church, Memphis
Holy Baptism
• Thomas Alexander Boggs, son of Jenay and Alex Boggs, 

baptized July 19, 2020
• Caitlin Elizabeth Davies, daughter of Brian Davies & 

stepdaughter of Kacey Hickey Davies, baptized August 20, 2020
Death
• Caroline Gage Sanford, July 25, 2020

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 1  Year A
Aug. 2 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
 Isaiah 55:1-5  Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22
 Romans 9:1-5  Matthew 14:13-21
Aug. 9 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
 1 Kings 19:9-18  Psalm 85:8-13
 Romans 10:5-15  Matthew 14:22-33
Aug. 16 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
 Isaiah 56:1,6-8  Psalm 67
 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  Matthew 15:21-28
Aug. 23 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
 Isaiah 51:1-6  Psalm 138
 Romans 12:1-8  Matthew 16:13-20
Aug. 30 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Jeremiah 15:15-21  Psalm 26:1-8
 Romans 12:9-21  Matthew 16:21-28
Sept. 6 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Ezekiel 33:7-11  Psalm 119:33-40
 Romans 13:8-14  Matthew 18:15-20
Sept. 13 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Genesis 50:15-21  Psalm 103:8-13
 Romans 14:1-12  Matthew 18:21-35
Sept. 20 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Jonah 3:10-4:11  Psalm 145:1-8
 Philippians 1:21-30  Matthew 20:1-16
Sept. 27 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32  Psalm 25:1-8
 Philippians 2:1-13  Matthew 21:23-32

www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
The link above is access to Sunday lectionary readings online 
where you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also 
offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, 
and prayer starter to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

Memorials
• Walker Mulherin from Celia Ridley, Haywood High 

School Class of 1956, Dot H. Neale, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Butler, Vickey Thomas, Heidi Rohrbach and Leonard 
Lance, Bill Norcross, Delta Asset Management, LLC, 
Luther Glass III, Charles and Susan Schadt, Nancy and 
Everett Gibson, Camille and Ed LeMaster, Wynn and 
Scotty Scott, Carol and Paul Calame, Christine McCarthy, 
and Ashley & John Remmers 

• James B. New from Ginger & Dabney Collier 
• Happy Jones from Penny Register
Honoraria
• The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher from the Ed Wiley family and 

Wayne Ferguson
• Bruce and Jane Williams from Kacey & Brian Davies 
• Julie Denman from Robbie & Michael Weinberg  
• Carolyn Gardiner from Larry & Suzanne Busby 
• Patrick Scott from Kacey & Brian Davies 
• Debbie Smith from Kacey & Brian Davies

Altar Flowers
During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic 
supplies given in their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving, and 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, 
including dates that may hold significance and have been reserved by you in the past, contact Parish Administrator Linda Stine 
(901-252-6324, lstine@gracestlukes.org). Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; 
further in advance may show more available dates. Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee (listed 
above) either online or mail it to the parish office. Your donation must be received for the reservation to be considered complete, 
and for the acknowledgement to be printed in the Sunday leaflet.

mailto:lstine%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Social Justice

As Memphis and the nation continue navigating a period of social 
unrest, we believe, now more than ever, as a community of Christians 
we need to address how we are to live into our Baptismal Covenant 
of loving God and our neighbors. As we are social distancing as best 
we can, the difficult questions beg for face to face meetings where we 
can explore how God is calling us together to meet the challenges of 
structural racism, economic injustice, violence, and the many other 
needs of Memphis. However, we do not have the luxury of gathering 
together easily. 

Since the Social Justice Committee went live on June 19, Juneteenth, 
we have been soul searching for the focus of our work, and how we 
can best involve all who want to join us on this journey toward a 

more just Memphis. Thus far, we have begun a website portal that 
will host books, articles, podcasts, movies and documentaries on 
current issues facing our society. The Vestry voted unanimously to 
join MICAH, Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope, 
and we welcomed the Reverend Laura Gettys to Grace St. Luke’s 
who will be our clergy advisor for Social Justice and Outreach. 
Exciting things are ahead.

We welcome you to join our conversation and become a part of 
Social Justice at GSL!

If you have questions or thoughts around Sunday formation ideas or 
ways we can be active in the community, we want to hear from you!

If you wonder about how our liturgy might reflect our work, we 
want to hear from you!

If you want to go more deeply in striving to become the Beloved 
Community, we want to hear from you!

We welcome your participation, ideas, resource suggestions, and 
prayers. Since we cannot gather as group yet, please feel free to 
contact: 

Co-Chair Leaders —
Paula Barnes, pbarnes31 at comcast.net or 901-481-1852
Jennie VanDeveer, jsvandeveer at yahoo.com or 901-489-3391

Resource Librarian —
Nicki Soule, nicholesoule at yahoo.com or 901-270-4895

Clergy Liason —
The Reverend Laura F. Gettys, lgettys@gracestlukes.org 
or 901-252-6329

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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