
the fourteenth sunday after pentecost
the holy eucharist: rite two

august 29, 2021 10:30 am

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type is read 
aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the 
richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times 
and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. 



Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys 
All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Land of Rest”   Sam Batt Owens

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 423, “ImmoRtaL, InvIsIbLe, God onLy wIse” 
    music: St. Denio, Welsh hymn, from Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839; adapt. John Roberts (1822-1877); 
    harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.  
    words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), alt. 
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Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis music: S 280, Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; 
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you 
may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must neither 
add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God with which I am charging you. You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise 
and discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we 
call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting 
before you today? But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes 
have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and 
your children’s children.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 15 said responsively by half verse

1  Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
  who may abide upon your holy hill?
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
  who speaks the truth from his heart.
3  There is no guile upon his tongue;
 he does no evil to his friend; *
  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.
4  In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
  but he honors those who fear the Lord.
5  He has sworn to do no wrong *
  and does not take back his word.
6  He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
7  Whoever does these things *
  shall never be overthrown.
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A Reading from the Letter of James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word 
of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  You must understand this, my beloved: 
let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteous-
ness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 
implanted word that has the power to save your souls.  But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who 
deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in 
a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who 
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act-they 
will be blessed in their doing.  If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.  

All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed 
that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and 
all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and 
they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they 
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah 
prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me;  in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’  You abandon the command-
ment of God and hold to human tradition.”  Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all 
of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out 
are what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 
adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys

The Priest invites the People to stand for
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Silence

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one an-
other and serve the common good. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 
others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another 
as he loves us. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Dorothy Abernathy Doak and Patty Schneider McManus, 
and those in whose memory the altar flowers are given: Jeanne & Julian Darlington, Stella Anne Bain, and Patty 
Schneider McManus, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints 
in your eternal kingdom. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the gifts of time, talent, and treasure offered by all to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s; and for 
other thanksgivings we now name aloud or silently.  Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; 
or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at the Baptismal Font before or after 
the service. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation from all parishioners: visit 
gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, visit www.gracestlukes.org.



All stand and sing. 
Hymn 382, “KInG of GLoRy, KInG of peace”  music: General Seminary, David Charles Walker (1938-2018) 
  words: George Herbert (1593-1633)

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth: Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 129, Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: S 155, Gerald Near (b. 1942)

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.



Anthem at Communion: “teach me, o LoRd”  music: David Hurd (b. 1950)
  text: Psalm 119:33-38, 40

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statues, and I shall keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; I shall keep it with all my heart. 
Make me go in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 
Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; give me life in your ways. 
Fulfill your promise to your servant, which you make to those who fear you. 
Behold, I long for your commandments; in your righteousness preserve my life.

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those 
worshiping and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for 
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings 
given me. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let 
me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending 
peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and 
guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in 
the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the 
growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
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All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 656, “bLest aRe the puRe In heaRt” 
     music: Franconia, melody Johann Balthasar König (1691-1758); 
     adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870) 
     words: Sts. 1 & 3, John Keble (1792-1866), alt.; sts. 2 & 4, William John Hall (1793-1861), alt. 

The Dismissal
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “fanfaRe”   Jacques Lemmens

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings..

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant & Preacher
Dan Pigg, Lector 

Grant Adams, Crucifer
Bill Abernathy, John & Shelley Baur, & Joey Sichting, Welcome Hosts and Ushers

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir



Jesus, the Light for All People. I hear your words 
but where are your hearts? This is the question Jesus 
poses to the Pharisees this week in Mark’s gospel when 
they challenge Jesus for not following the expected 
customs and traditions of the day. Jesus wants us to 
be grounded and rooted in him - I hear your words but 
where are your hearts? These days there is a lot in the 
news and media that can make us feel overwhelmed, 
angry, or paralyzed. Minister, theologian, and civil rights 
leader Howard Thurman, in his book Jesus and the 
Disinherited, speaks these excellent words: “In Jesus 
was life; and the life was the light for all people. (Read 
full text here: gracestlukes.org/news/jesus-the-light-
for-all-people) – The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate

Take Note
Hear ye! Hear ye! Read All About It in The 
Messenger Magazine. The Fall edition of The 
Messenger is available for download. Inside this issue: 
Children’s & Youth Formation Update, Congregational 
Development Events, GSL School News, Looking 
Towards Sunday, Member News, Memorials/Honoraria, 
Music, Messages from the Rector and Associate Rector, 
Outreach Servant Ministry Spotlight, Pickleball, Sacred 
Ground & MICAH, Estate Planning, and Troop 34 
Celebrates 100 Years. This issue also includes an eight-
page Life at GSL–2021 Fall Guide that is packed full of 
extraordinary, fun, and spiritually uplifting formation, 
music, and worship offerings for the whole family. You 
can download or read a copy online by following this 
link (gracestlukes.org/the-messenger).

Flute at GSL. Sunday, August 29, 5 p.m. Indoor 
Holy Eucharist. Music by flutist Kelly Herrmann. Learn 
more under Worship and Music.

Rally Day Kickoff, September 12. Following the 
10:30 a.m. service, come join the fun and reconnect with 
your faith community as we return to fall programming. 
Tables will be set up in Trezevant and McClure Hall with 
ministry information and signup sheets so we can begin 
the fall strong. Come for the ministry tables, stay for the 
BLT sandwiches!

Pastoral Care Ministry at GSL: Leadership 
Update and September 12 Orientation. How we 
care for one another is one of the most telling ways in 
which we live out our discipleship and demonstrate 
our love for one other. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators 
Sandra Ireland and Beth Perkins soon will begin their 
duties following the ministry of Jocelyn Busby. On 
September 12, a Lay Pastoral Care Minister Orientation 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. via Zoom for current and 
prospective lay pastoral care ministers. Learn more here: 
gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare.

Worship and Music
Grace-St. Luke’s Church becomes home to The 
Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs. Grace-
St. Luke’s Rector, Wardens, Vestry, and Director of 
Music and Organist are delighted to announce that one 
of the leading arts organizations of its kind is moving 
its operations to GSL effective Fall 2021. (Learn more 
here: gracestlukes.org/news/the-memphis-boy-girl-
and-chamber-choirs.

SUNDAY
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector, to preach on 
Sunday, August 29, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in 
person and online. Access livestream services via the 
GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes).
5 p.m. Holy Eucharist with flute, in person.

WEEKDAYS
Tuesday Compline (Night Prayers), 8–8:15 p.m. via 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes/live). 
Please note: In September Compline will be offered once 
a week on Wednesdays.

Stewardship: Time, Talent, Treasure 
Take Advantage of Values-Based Estate Planning. 
Through a generous gift to the parish, we’re able to 
offer you the opportunity to work with Jeremy Pharr 
of Thompson & Associates (ceplan.com) in making 
estate plans that meet your needs and those of your 
loved ones. Jeremy will be back on campus on August 
31, and is also available to meet virtually if you prefer. 
For more information or to schedule some time with 
Jeremy, please contact Chapman Morrow at cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6328. 

Christian Formation
GSL Director of  Children’s Formation 
Recruitment Update. Mary Shea Quach has been 
appointed Director of Children’s Formation. Read 
a message from the Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate 
Rector. (gracestlukes.org/news/director-of-childrens-
formation-announced)

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Chapel, August 29. Children’s Chapel will 
be during the 10:30 service on August 29. Please bring 
your child to Trezevant Hall between 10:15-10:30. We will 
either stay in Trezevant or go outside if the weather allows.
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2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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Volunteers needed. As we are starting to look at 
Children’s Formation for the fall, we will need volunteers 
to get everything rolling! If you would be willing to teach 
during the formation hour, help with Children’s Chapel, 
or volunteer in the nursery, please email Director of 
Children’s Formation Mary Shea Quach (msquach@
gracestlukes.org).

ADULTS. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:15 a.m. August 29. Cycling by Faith 
through the COVID-19 Pandemic with Brendan 
Housler will be available online (facebook.com/
gracestlukes, youtube.com/gracestlukes, gracestlukes.
org/live. When the COVID-19 pandemic changed how 
we live, many religious and spiritual persons have relied 
even more on their faith for navigation. Many have 
started, renewed, and further committed to a variety 
of hobbies, habits, recreations, and professions. GSL 
member Brendan Housler, a full-time cycling coach, 
president of EVOQ.BIKE (evoq.bike) , and winner of 
several cycling awards, started cycling long before our 
current pandemic season. Tune in for a 30-minute 
interview by Father Ollie Rencher of Brendan about 
his faith and how it continues to sustain his journey 
on the road of starts and stops, twists and turns, and 
accomplishments, and empowers him to stay the course. 
The fall formation schedule will be included in the fall 
issue of The Messenger which will be out soon! 

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
August 29: Parent Social with Amzie. We invite all 
parents to join for some time with Amzie, to talk about 
the goals and plans for the upcoming year, and get to 
know the youth formation team. Plan to meet outside the 
Red Door on Lemaster at 5 p.m. for a quick tour of the 
youth space, brief presentation on upcoming formation 
plans, and time for conversation and questions after. 
If your household cannot attend, we would love to still 
connect, whether it be a quick phone call or porch visit.

September 12, Rally Day Kickoff. Return of weekly 
Sunday Morning Formation and EYC.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Social Justice
Sacred Ground Dialogue Series. Beginning in 
September, the Social Justice Ministry will offer a 
10-week series called Sacred Ground. Sacred Ground 
is a film and readings-based dialogue series on race 
and grounded in faith. Small groups will walk through 
chapters of America’s history of race and racism while 
weaving in threads of family story, class, and political 
and regional identity. We invite you to join one of the two 
dialogue circles that are being formed (a morning group 
and an evening group). For more information, please 
reach out to Paula Barnes, the Rev. Laura Gettys, Nicki 
Soulé, or Jennie Van Deveer via Realm (gracestlukes.
org/realm). You can also find more details and a preview 
of videos and hopes for our time at: Sacred Ground 
– The Episcopal Church (episcopalchurch.org/sacred-
ground). More information about scheduling and how 
to sign up is available here (gracestlukes.org/connect/
social-justice/resources). Deadline for signup is 
September 1.

Faithfully Memphis Faithfully Memphis 
welcomed Ayanna J. Watkins, Lead Organizer 
at MICAH and Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector. 
Broadcast live on WYXR 91.7 FM studio from Crosstown 
Concourse in Memphis, “Faithfully Memphis (wyxr.org/
faithfully-memphis) ” is a weekly one-hour radio show/
podcast hosted by Bishop Phoebe and others from the 
Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee. Reverend Laura 
engaged the Reverend Ayanna J. Watkins in a thoughtful 
conversation on community engagement, power, truth, 
history, and courage. You can listen on YouTube here: 
(youtube.com/watch?v=Bp0pSRYGoU0)

Outreach
Successful Book Drive. We’ve just wrapped up very 
successful book and school supplies drives. Thanks to 
your generosity, we have a library offering over 260 titles 
to our More Than A Meal friends. With your donations 
placed in the bins, delivered to the church office, and 
big-hearted monetary donations, we filled 72 bags 
of supplies for elementary, middle, and high school 
students. Big thanks to Lee Nix, Barbara King, Edith 
Heller, and Wight Boggs for helping to gather, sort, and 
pack the school supplies!
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Servant Ministry Partner Grants Due August 31. 
Outreach is now accepting applications for Servant 
Ministry Partner grants for 2022. Similar to last 
year, we’ve categorized mission focus areas, so on the 
application form you’ll see a choice of which area you 
would like to compete in. New this year are areas focused 
on serving children and families and supporting cultural 
diversity. Application form and instructions, which 
include additional documentation you’ll need to submit 
with your application, are available to download on 
our website (gracestlukes.org/volunteer). Applications 
are due by August 31 and should be sent to outreach@
gracestlukes.org (outreach@gracestlukes.org). If you 
have any questions, please let us know.

Recreation and Wellness
Fall Soccer and Flag Football Season Around 
the Corner. Practices begin soon; the season is 
September 11–November 12. If your child is signed 
up to play, his/her coach should have contacted you 
by August 16. Please contact Recreation & Wellness 
Director Christi Authement (cauthement@gracestlukes.
org, 901-252-6325) if you did not hear from your coach 
by August 20. Take a look at What to Expect from the 
2021 Fall Soccer and Flag Football Season (gracestlukes.
org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Top_10_Fall_Soccer_
and_Flag_Football_2021_PARENT_Version.pdf) . 
This document gives general information about what 
to expect from our fall sports.

Community Life
“LIVE at GSL: Celebrating 901” Begins This 
Fall. Mark your calendar for the offerings of our new 
evening fellowship for adults of all ages and stages. 
Hosted by leaders Grant Adams, Natalie Davis, and 
Bev Trojan, “Live at GSL: Celebrating 901” will present 
festive evenings of appetizers, beverages, and guest 
presentations from the talented array of 901 community 
leaders and organizations. Watch for details about the 
launch event on Thursday, October 14, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at GSL Lemaster Street Playground and events on 
November 11 and December 9.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism is 
administered during public worship on four occasions 
of the Church Year Calendar (The Baptism of our Lord, 
The Great Vigil of Easter, The Day of Pentecost, All 
Saints’ Sunday) and a few other dates excluding the 
season of Lent. Our remaining available for 2021 are 
October 24 (Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost) 
during the 8:30 a.m. service, and November 7 (All 
Saints’ Sunday) during the 8:30 and 10:30 services. For 
more information and to schedule a baptism, contact 
Membership and Stewardship Associate Chapman 
Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. 
Follow this link to read the July 30 COVID-19 update: 
gracestlukes.org/news/covid19. All persons, regardless 
of vaccination status and except for children two years 
and younger, are required to wear masks when gathered 
indoors for worship, fellowship, formation, small 
groups, and more.

GSL Men’s Fellowship Resumed August 12. Back 
by popular demand, the Thursday Men’s Fellowship 
resumed on Thursday, August 12, 7 to 7:45 a.m. via 
Zoom. The group will continue to meet via Zoom until 
September 9, when the group will gather in person. If 
you wish to join a weekly conversation about spiritual 
growth, faith and doubt, current events and concerns, 
intellectual stimulation, and thoughtful living in a fast 
world, you’re invited. For additional details, contact 
facilitators Doug Duncan (via Realm at gracestlukes.
org/realm) and Father Ollie Rencher (orencher@
gracestlukes.org).

Altar Flowers Made Possible by Parishioner 
Donations. Sunday altar flowers are made possible by 
donations from parishioners who give them in memory 
or honor of loved ones. To share in this meaningful way 
of both enhancing our worship space and ensuring that 
flowers always will be present, contact Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org, 
901-252-6333) to make your donation for a significant 
occasion or any Sunday. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, 
which one or more persons may share in giving. 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may 
be donated for $25 per week.
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, Kristin King, Charles 
Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Deborah Lowe, Bill Russell, 
Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, Madeline Mathis, Carter Kaldon, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, Charlotte 
Sanders, Robert Wade, Duncan Sheats, Maggie Gill, Edith Heller, Xavier Jackson, Elizabeth, Debbie, Kent McKelvey, 
Novella Moore, and Katherine Green.
 

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Dorothy Abernathy Doak and Patty Schneider 
McManus, and those who have died from coronavirus.
 

We give thanks for the altar flowers given in memory of Stella Anne Bain, Jeanne & Julian Darlington, and 
Patty Schneider McManus. 
 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Claire Epperson, Lang Howell, Billie Jeanne Johnson, 
Allison King, Andy Lamanna, Lucy Owens, Louise Phillips, Rebecca Tuttle, Ellie Barksdale, Larry Busby, Cheryl Crider, 
Raphaelle Gratz, J.D. Huber, Maureen Kennedy, Annabelle Locklear, Lynette Mills, Ham Smythe, and Gavin Wigginson, 
and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especiallyRex & Johnnie Amonette and Ed & Linda Spears.

Prayer List and   Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, 
will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between 
the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual 
directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and 
reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!
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