
the sunday after the ascension
youth sunday

the holy eucharist: rite two
may 16, 2021  10:30 am

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type is read 
aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the 
richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times 
and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. 

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher Preachers: Gray and Mary Gara Nix
Assisting: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys
All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Variations on Coronation”  Gerre Hancock

Welcome and Announcements



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 214, stanzas 1-2 & 4  “Hail tHe day tHat sees Him rise” music: Llanfair, Robert Williams
    words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. 

 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 
God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus 
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all 
things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, 
even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he 
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, 
they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you 
to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 47 recited by all in unison

1  Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
  shout to God with a cry of joy.
2  For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
  he is the great King over all the earth.
3  He subdues the peoples under us, *
  and the nations under our feet.
4  He chooses our inheritance for us, *
  the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
5  God has gone up with a shout, *
  the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn.
6  Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
  sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7  For God is King of all the earth; *
  sing praises with all your skill.
8  God reigns over the nations; *
  God sits upon his holy throne.
9  The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
  with the people of the God of Abraham.
10  The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
  and he is highly exalted.
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 1:15-23

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease 
to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.  

All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  24:44-53
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what 
my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Then he led 
them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew 
from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: Gray and Mary Gara Nix

The Priest invites the People to stand for The Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People crafted by Henry Bush and John Bush 

Intercessor For the universal church,  the continuous mission of The Episcopal church and its members, the Diocese 
of West Tennessee, and Grace-St. Luke’s Church.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Intercessor For those we trust to lead. Those in positions of influence and charged with caring and guiding others. 

For the many shepherds we know in our lives. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Intercessor For the Earth and all her inhabitants. For those who find shade under the canopy of Overton Park. For 

those trees, leaves, roots, and grass that have provided sanctuary this year to many a Memphian. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Intercessor For those at a Grizzlies game. The 901FC. The Redbirds. For the burgers at Huey’s. Picnics at the Levitt 

Shell.  For the music of Elvis, sunsets on the Mississippi River, and rolling hills of Shelby Farms. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Intercessor For the parents, teachers, coaches, faculty, and village that supported the Class of 2021. The united 

efforts put forth by all for this past school year and the time and precautions taken to keep our beloved 
community safe. 

People Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Intercessor For the young adults we send out into the world with the hope of finding deep and sustaining meaning 

along their journey in life. May they bravely enter the world, supported by the foundation of Grace-
St. Luke’s Church.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, including those reflected on the Prayer List 
in this service leaflet. For Ellen Wills and John Ball as they prepare for marriage on May 22. For the 
twenty-four youth and adult candidates preparing for confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation on 
May 23, and for all other thanksgivings.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the departed, especially Nancy Menzies, and for those who have died from coronavirus. Pray for 
those who have died.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Silence is observed. Then, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; 
or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at the Baptismal Font before or after 
the service. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation from all parishioners: visit 
gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, visit www.gracestlukes.org.
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All stand and sing. 
Hymn 460, stanzas 1, 3 & 4: “alleluia! sing to Jesus!”  
  music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887)
  words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)



The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth: But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.  
The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the priests go down to standing stations in front of the pulpit and lectern. At the direction of the ushers, the congregation 
is invited to use the outside aisles to come forward and receive the Bread and will return to their pews using the center aisle. The Bread is given 
to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen. Or The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 
life. Amen.

Anthem at Communion: “o clap your Hands”      music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
  words: from Psalm 47

O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.
For the Lord most high is terrible.

He is a great King over all the earth.
God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Sing praises to God; sing praises.
Sing praises to our King; sing praises.

For God is the King of all the earth.
Sing ye praises with understanding.

God reigneth over the heathen.
God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.

Sing praises unto our King. Sing praises.



During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping 
and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come 
into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me 
in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 450, stanzas 1-2, & 6, “all Hail tHe power of Jesus’ name!”     
     music: Coronation, Oliver Holden (1765-1844), alt.; desc. Michael E. Young (b. 1939)
     words: Edward Perronet (1726-1762), alt.

Stanza 6 is 
located at the 
end of the 
hymn on the 
next page.



The Dismissal
Minister Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

All sit for the
Voluntary: “postlude on LLanfair”  Albert L. Travis

Exiting The Pews. Please remain seated throughout the organ voluntary. After the voluntary is finished, ushers will be available in the 
aisles to direct all exiting in a distanced manner via the narthex only (south entrance behind you) using the east doors only (left as you 
approach). The Clergy and Welcome Hosts will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Celebrant  
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting

Bauer Patton, Crucifer
Samuel Callen, Banner Bearer

Sara Kate and Rebecca Burnett, Lectors
Gray and Mary Gara Nix, Preachers

Leo Campbell, Intercessor
Charles Rowland and Mia Sappington, Ushers

Henry & John Bush, Crafted & Edited Youth Sunday Prayers of the People
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Grace-St. Luke’s Staff Singers

An updated note regarding congregation singing: The Diocese of West Tennessee has allowed limited 
congregational singing. This will include three hymns per service with only three stanzas per hymn, all while 
wearing masks and continuing to observe social distancing. This is based on recommendations put forth by the 
CDC and by research supported by the Association of Anglican Musicians.
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The Ascension: Heads Up! Transferred from the 
church liturgical calendar’s Ascension Day (May 13) 
(lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BAscension_
RCL.html#gsp1), GSL joins congregations throughout 
the world on Sunday, May 16, in celebrating the ascent of 
our Lord Jesus Christ into heaven on the 40th day after 
his Resurrection. This annual occasion and each day 
given are invitations for the faithful to keep our heads up 
in order to see, tell, and even sing about the good news 
of God in Christ Jesus. “Hail the day that sees him rise 
glorious to his native skies; Christ, awhile to mortals given, 
enters now the highest heaven! Alleluia! Lord beyond our 
mortal sight, raise our hearts to reach thy height, there thy 
face unclouded see, find our heaven of heavens in thee. 
Alleluia!” - Ascension blessings and peace, Ollie+, The 
Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 
 

Take Note
 

Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Sharon Campbell. Let 
us give thanks to God for the ministry of Director of Chil-
dren’s Formation Sharon Campbell on her leave-taking 
from the staff to begin her new ministry as a teacher at 
Lamplighter Montessori School. Godspeed, Sharon! Fol-
low this link (gracestlukes.org/news/staff-news-director-
of-childrens-formation) for the May 3 message from the 
Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector.
 

GSL Youth Sunday, May 16. Read details below under 
Youth Christian Formation.
 

Reimagining Church with the Clergy, today at 
9:15 a.m., via Zoom. Read details below under Adult 
Christian Formation, including how to sign up for today’s 
formation offering.
 

Worship and Music
 

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person. Follow 
this link (tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup) for required 
sign-up for in-person worship by noon Saturday.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in 
person and online. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/
GSLWorshipSignup) for required sign-up for in-person 
worship by noon Saturday. Access livestream services via 
the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes).
4 p.m. Mass on the Grass Outdoor Eucharist on Anchor 
Hill. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup) for 
required sign-up for in-person worship by noon Saturday.
5 p.m. Music in May Concert, in person and online 
via GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes). This week’s concert is Music for 
Oboe, Clarinet & Organ with Michelle Vigneau & Robyn 
Jones. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/MusicinMay2021) 
for required sign-up for in-person attendance by 2 p.m. 
Sunday.

WEEKDAYS
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 
8 until 8:15 p.m. via Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes/live).
  

Christian Formation
 

Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings. Explore 
and share with others the Life at GSL Winter-Spring 2021 
Guide (gracestlukes.org/discover/life-at-gsl-guide) for 
Sunday guest speakers and Wednesday events.
ADULTS. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:15 a.m. May 23: Celebrating Pentecost with 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes). 
In celebration of Pentecost, the birthday of God’s Church, 
the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry will engage a virtual 
conversation with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, 
about the state of Christianity, the Episcopal Church Way 
of Love, and the baptismal call to follow Jesus today.. | 
Looking Ahead, May 30: The Dance Of God: Exploring 
Jazz and Dance. For more about Sunday morning adult 
formation, explore gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning. 
 

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
May 16: Youth Sunday. We look forward to honoring and 
celebrating our youth this Sunday at Grace-St. Luke’s, 
particularly our young adults graduating in the Class of 
2021. Youth will serve in liturgical roles, including the 
senior sermon by Gray and Mary Gara Nix at the 8:30 a.m., 
10:30 a.m., and 4 p.m. services. Congratulations to the 
class of 2021 on navigating a senior year like no other, and 
we cannot wait to see the wonderful things you all will do!
May 23: Youth and Adult Confirmation at 2 p.m. with 
Bishop Roaf.
June 7-9: GSL Day Camp for High School 
 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 6-8: Serving 901 Day Camp 
 with Calvary & Holy Communion from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
 July 20-22: GSL Day Camp for Middle School 
 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams (awilliams@gracestlukes.org).
 



2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation volunteers needed! As GSL explores 
when and the best way to resume in-person programs for 
children, parent and other adult volunteers will be needed 
to serve during special events, in the nursery alongside 
nursery staff, and in classrooms as teachers. If you’d like 
to help support children’s formation in any of these ways, 
please contact the Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector 
(lgettys@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6329). Stay tuned for 
an announcement of the Interim Director of Children’s 
Formation to follow the leave-taking of Sharon Campbell.
 

Social Justice
Social Justice Meeting, Wednesday, May 19, 6-7 
p.m. Please join the GSL Social Justice Ministry for its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 19, 6-7 p.m., as 
we explore our call as a beloved community and live into 
our baptismal covenant of “striving for justice and peace 
among all people.” By signing up (tinyurl.com/GSLSJ-
Meeting), you will receive all of the necessary meeting 
information including the Zoom link. If you have any 
questions, you can contact Nicki Soule, Jennie Van De-
veer, Paula Barnes, or the Rev. Laura F. Gettys via Realm 
Connect (gracestlukes.org/realm).
 

Recreation and Wellness
Fall Sports Registration. The 2021 GSL Church 
JK–4th Grade Fall Sports Online Registration is May 1–
May 25 and can be accessed online at gracestlukes.org/
youthsoccerandfootball. Please remember to register 
promptly to reserve your child’s spot. Teams will fill up 
quickly. Thank you and looking forward to the fall season! 
– Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director

Outreach
 

Mental Health Awareness Month began in the United 
States in 1949 and was started by Mental Health America 
(MHA), then known as the National Association for Mental 
Health. Here are some key points from their “Tools 2 
Thrive” Campaign:
• Mental health is essential to everyone’s overall health 

and well-being, and mental illnesses are common and 
treatable.

• While 1 in 5 people will experience a mental illness 
during their lifetime, everyone faces challenges in life 
that can impact their mental health.

• The COVID-19 pandemic has had profound impacts on 
the mental health of people of all ages, and now more 
than ever it is critical to reduce the stigma around 
mental health struggles that commonly prevents 
individuals from seeking help.

• Seeking professional help when self-help efforts to 
improve your mental health aren’t working is a sign 
of strength, not weakness.

Please see the resources offered by Mental Health America 
and toolkits for sharing their message at their website 
(mhanational.org).
 

Servant Ministry Partner Samaritan Counseling 
Centers of the Mid-South. Earle Donelson, Clinical 
Lead for Samaritan Counseling, was one of the guests for 
our May 2 parish formation offering. He made these key 
points:
 

• Samaritan Counseling welcomes those from all faiths 
and those who are not actively involved in a faith. 
They emphasize achieving a balance of emotional, 
relational, spiritual and/or life health.

• Samaritan Counseling provides counseling services 
for individuals, families, couples and groups for such 
issues as depression, anxiety, trauma, relationship and 
family issues, spiritual concerns and development; 
grief and loss as well as many other psychological 
issues. They also provide psycho-educational 
assessments for learning disorders, ADHD, and issues 
related to the Autism Spectrum.  

• A long-standing partner, in 2021 they are a recipient 
of one of our three “impact” grants ($7,500). This 
grant is a significant source of funding for their Low-
Fee Assistance program, a sliding scale for those with 
limited resources. 

• They are planning events that have the potential for 
further involvement by parishioners later this year.

 

I hope you’ll view our discussion, as well as the segments 
with three other partners, on the parish website 
(gracestlukes.org/forum-videos) or links on social media 
pages.
 

To learn more about Samaritan Counseling Centers’  

mission and services, please visit their website 
(samaritanmidsouth.org).
 

Recreation and Wellness
Fall Sports Registration. The 2021 GSL Church 
JK–4th Grade Fall Sports Online Registration is May 1–
May 25 and can be accessed online at gracestlukes.org/
youthsoccerandfootball. Please remember to register 
promptly to reserve your child’s spot. Teams will fill up 
quickly. Thank you and looking forward to the fall season! 
– Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director

Community Life
 

The Messenger Magazine. The April-May issue is 
available for download by following this link (gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger). Included in this issue is The 
Pandemic One Year Later, GSL Valentine Food Drive a 
Lenten Work of Passion, Reimagining Church Town Hall, 
Holy Week & Eastertide, Pentecost with the Presiding 
Bishop, and much more. 
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Patty McManus, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, 
Kristin King, Charles Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Felix 
Dae Sanders, Deborah Lowe, Amanda Adams, Bill Russell, Tom Wyatt, Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, 
Madeline Mathis, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, Lynn Dunavant, Janelle Sellers, Carter Kaldon, Beth Perry, Bill Hanna, 
Charlotte Sanders, and Aphra Claverie.
 

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Nancy Menzies and those who have died from 
coronavirus.
 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Hadley Allison, Henry Bush, John Bush, Nina Callan, 
Beth Claybrook, Anne Davis, Charlie Dudek, Helen Dunlap, Debbie McCanless, Julia McDonald, Robert Morehead, 
Courtney Munson, Katie Savage, Patrick Scott, Erin Shoughrue, Cheryl Stegbauer, Katie Stephenson, Felicia Willett, 
Peggy Williamson, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Rob & Jill Norcross, Wesley & Hannah 
Phillips, Chip & Chapman Morrow, and Lee & Leah Allison.
 

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, 
will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between 
the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual 
directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and 
reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!
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Clergy and Staff. The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; 
Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Abby Huber, Receptionist, Ministry Associate, & Assistant to the Rector; Ashley Kendrick, Facilities 
Assistant; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie 
Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator; Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth 
Formation. Clergy and staff contact information: www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson 
(Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor 
(Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 


