
the great vigil of easter
the holy eucharist with music

april 3, 2021 7:00 pm

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type 
is read aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. 
Explore the richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions 
for Individuals and Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even 
kneel at the appointed times and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your 
engagement in this experience. 

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher Preacher: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle

The congregation collects a candle and is seated in the Nave. In the darkness, the new fire is kindled; 
after which the Celebrant addresses the people with these words
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites 
her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.
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The Celebrant continues
Let us pray. O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new 
fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All facing the Baptismal font, a torch is lit from the newly kindled fire and brought into the Nave, from it the Paschal Candle is lit. The 
Paschal Candle is then processed into the church while chanting

Procession of Light into the Community  
Other candles are lighted. All remain standing. 

The Exsultet  sung by a cantor
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal 
King.     

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. 
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy 
praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Cantor continues
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, 
almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 
feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our ancestors, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the 
Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored 
to grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the 
grave. How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, 
you gave a Son.

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy 
to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. How blessed is this night, when earth and 
heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive away all 
darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light to all creation, 
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Minister

Cantor

People

People

Cantor
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The Liturgy of the Word
The Celebrant says
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how God saved the people in ages past; and let us pray that our God 
will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

All sit.
The story of Creation Genesis 1:1—2:4a
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face 
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be a dome 
in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters 
that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together 
he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 
day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 
for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are 
the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
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Standing, the congregation is invited to meditate on the words of the hymn as the choir and organist sing
Hymn 8, “Morning has broken”   music: Bunessan, Gaelic melody, harm. Alec Wyton (1821-2007)
      words: Eleanor Farjeon 

Let us pray.    Silence
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share 
the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit.
Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea  Exodus 14:10-31;15:20-21
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israel-
ites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to 
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let 
us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilder-
ness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for 
you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to 
keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, 
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden 
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself 
over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 
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went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come 
near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all 
of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down 
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord 
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots 
and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the 
Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord 
saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that 
the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. Then the 
prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and 
with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown 
into the sea.”

Standing, the congregation is invited to meditate on the words of the hymn as the choir and organist sing.
Hymn 648: “When israel Was in egypt’s land”  music & words: “Go down, Moses”
 African-American Spiritual, arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009)
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Let us pray.    Silence
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm 
your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: 
Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of 
Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All sit.
The gathering of God’s people   Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has 
taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you 
shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you 
in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when 
I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the Lord.    

All stand.
Psalm 98 recited by all in unison

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
  for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
  has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
  his righteousness has he openly shown in
   the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
  with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
  shout with joy before the King, the LORD.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
  the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
  when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
  and the peoples with equity.

Let us pray.    Silence
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mys-
tery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see 
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and 
that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

The Clergy move to the baptismal font.
Thanksgiving over the Water
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues



The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
The Celebrant and People renew their Baptismal Vows and acknowledge those to be baptized during Eastertide.
Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 
bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The First Eucharist of Easter
The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle.
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

Individual candles are extinguished. The candles at the Altar are lighted from the Paschal Candle. Lights are brought to their fullest brightness. 
Bells are rung, and the Gloria is sung. During the singing of the Gloria, the Celebrant asperses (sprinkles) the congregation with holy water 
as a reminder of baptism. An aspergillum is used for sprinkling the holy water.

To be sung by the choir 
The Gloria in excelsis music: Craig Phillips (b. 1961)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of 
adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and 
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the Lessons.
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans  6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and 
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him.  The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence 

Psalm 114 recited by all in unison

1 Hallelujah!
 When Israel came out of Egypt, *
  the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary *
  and Israel his dominion.
3 The sea beheld it and fled; *
  Jordan turned and went back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams, *
  and the little hills like young sheep.
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
  O Jordan, that you turned back?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
  you little hills like young sheep?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
  at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
  and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  16:1-8
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they 
might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they 
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 
there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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“The Paschal Sermon by St. John Chrysostom, C. 400 A.D.” The Rev. Laura F. Gettys

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; or 
you may mail offerings to the church office. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation 
from all parishioners: visit gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, 
visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Music at the Offertory
“CoMe, ye faithful, raise the strain” 
    music: Gaudeamus partier, melody from Medieval [German or] Bohemian Carol Melody, 1544
    words: John of Damascus (8th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt.

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness!
God hath brought his Israel into joy from sadness:
loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters,
led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters.

Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor,
with the royal feast of feasts, comes its joy to render;
comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection
welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus’ resurrection.

Neither might the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal,
nor the watchers, nor the seal hold thee as a mortal:
but today amidst thine own thou didst stand, bestowing
that thy peace which evermore passeth human knowing.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth: But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by 
his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



To be sung by the choir 
Sanctus-Benedictus music: Craig Phillips (b. 1961)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People  
Christ has died.    Christ is risen.    Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
The Breaking of the Bread  music: S 151, Tonus Peregrinus
Choir, then all repeat the Alleluias

Choir Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
 Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
All repeat the Alleluias. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the priests immediately proceed to the nave to give the Bread to the people by coming to each pew pod. The Bread 
is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. or The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 
everlasting life. Amen. 

Anthem at Communion
“lift your voiCe, rejoiCing, Mary”              music: Roland E. Martin (b. 1955)
     words: Latin; trans. Elizabeth Rundle Charles (1828-1896)

Lift your voice, rejoicing, Mary. Christ has risen from the tomb; on the cross a suffering victim, now as victor he is 
come. Whom your tears in death were mourning, welcome with your smiles returning. Let your alleluias rise, Let your 
alleluias rise! 

Raise your weary eyelids, Mary, see him living evermore; see his countenance how gracious, see the wounds for you he 
bore. All the glory of the morning pales before those wounds redeeming. Let your alleluias rise, let your alleluias rise! 

Life is yours forever Mary, for your light is come once more, and the strength of death is broken; now your songs of 
joy outpour. Ended now the night of sorrow, love has brought the blessed morrow. Let your alleluias rise, Let your 
alleluias rise!

 
During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping 
and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all 
the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for 
the means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that 
you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your 
grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide 
me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power 
of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your 
kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow 
upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be 
united with Christ for ever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal 
inheritance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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The congregation is invited be seated and meditate on the text of the closing hymn while the cantors and organist sing. 
Those worshiping from home are invited to join in singing. See page 13 regarding in-person congregational singing. 
Hymn 207, stanzas 1-2 & 4, “jesus Christ is risen today” 
 music: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt.
 words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

The Dismissal 

The people are dismissed with these words
Minister Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Voluntary: “toCCata, froM syMphony no. 5”  Charles-Marie Widor 
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Exiting The Pews. Please remain seated throughout the organ voluntary. After the voluntary is finished, ushers will be available in the aisles 
to direct all exiting in a distanced manner via the narthex only (south entrance behind you) using the east doors only (left as you approach). 
The Clergy and Welcome Hosts will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Celebrant 
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Preacher  

Gary Kellett, Jr., Gary Kellett III, & Grayson Kellett, Paschal Fire Curators
Bill Pichette, Crucifer

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster

Elizabeth Hornor, Daniel Massey & Andrew Carroll, Cantors

A note regarding congregational singing: Current research is comparing singing to that of sneezing or coughing—
claiming that the aerosols that are produced while coughing/sneezing/singing may go further than 6 feet (think of a can of 
aerosol hairspray); even if wearing a mask, some of the aerosol particles may still be released into the air. The Episcopal 
Church and the Diocese of West Tennessee are recommending that congregations refrain from singing until it is safe to do 
so. Our diocese has approved parishes to have 4 singers in the Chancel area that are placed 17 feet apart from each other 
and from congregation members.
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Easter Gifts

Easter flowers and decorations are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of

Easter flowers and decorations are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for
Danny Newton from Margaret Newton, Jesse Collins, Rowan Gratz, & David Graber

More Than A Meal gifts were given by 
Paula Barnes
Pamela G. Bronson
Paul & Amy Kaurez
Margaret Markham 
Abby Huber for the Huber and Amonette Family
Adam & Penny in memory of Jean and Thomas Nichols

Ian and Kathleen Boggs from Steven & Paula Boggs
Lucy Bratton Brown from Palmer & Patricia Brown
John Waldrup Brown Sr. from Palmer & Patricia Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Campbell Jr. from Mackie & Jane 

Gober and Peria Gober Williams
Sarah Phelan Day from Palmer & Patricia Brown
William Brown Day from Palmer & Patricia Brown
Ann Rogers Dillard from John W. Dillard
Mr. & Mrs. R.J. Gober from Mackie & Jane Gober and 

Peria Gober Williams
The Rev. Monty Hope from Dan Hope
Dr. Paul and Penny Johnson from Steven & Paula Boggs

Dawn Kos from Steven & Paula Boggs
Helen and James Moore from Jim, Bond, & Minor Moore
Emma & James Nunn from Jim, Bond, & Minor Moore
Nancy Roberson Wilkie from Margaret Newton, Jesse 

Collins, Rowan Gratz, & David Graber
The Rev. Duane Saba from Madge R. Saba
Dr. John Barton Williams from Mackie & Jane Gober 

and Peria Gober Williams
Our fathers and grandfathers, Robert Harrison and John 

Saatkamp from Andrew, Cynthia, Bronwyn, & Jackson 
Saatkamp



2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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A Message from the Rector
 

Be Radical: Walk The Easter Triduum. The 
Grace-St. Luke’s community is invited to join Christians 
throughout the world in walking by faith the Easter or 
Paschal Triduum, an intentional and life-changing period 
of three days, a radical time of walking with Jesus. May 
we be changed in mind, body, and spirit. – The Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher, Rector (Read the full text: gracestlukes.org/
news/be-radical-walk-the-easter-triduum)
 

Take Note
  

“With Open Hearts” Eastertide Retreat at Barth 
House, Saturday, April 17. Church of the Good Shep-
herd and Grace-St. Luke’s adult parishioners are invited 
to celebrate the Easter season by joining Vicar Noah 
Campbell and Father Ollie Rencher for some quiet time, 
guided meditation, and contemplative music at the newly 
renovated Barth House Episcopal Center on the campus 
of the University of Memphis. Learn more and register at 
tinyurl.com/WithOpenHearts.
 

Easter Week Office Hours. The church office will be 
closed Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Easter week 
(April 5, 6 & 7). The office will resume regular hours on 
April 8. For pastoral or hospital emergencies concerning 
a member or after-hours parish facilities management 
matters, contact the Clergy-on-Call at 901-252-6334.
 

Worship and Music
 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
For required in-person sign-up links and service details, 
visit gracestlukes.org/holy-week-and-easter.
Holy Saturday
7 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter (in person and livestream)
Easter Day
8:30 a.m. In-person Worship at Snowden Field with Music
8:30 a.m. In-person at GSL Festival Worship with Music
10:30 a.m. In-person and Livestream Festival Worship 
with Music

WEEKDAYS
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 
8 until 8:15 p.m. via Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes/live).
 

Stewardship: Time, Talent, Treasure
 

Your Gifts. This Easter season, as we look to the future 
with the light of Christ in us, we do so in hope that with 
God’s help and your support, the fullness of our commu-
nity will be restored. As we long for that future, we rejoice 
in the countless instances our parish has come together 
over the last long year to find creative ways of supporting 
one another and caring for those in need.

2021 may continue to look different for some time, but 
our call and our response as followers of Christ remain the 
same. Only through your generous and faithful gifts can 
our church continue doing what love requires by nurturing 
ministries both inside and outside our parish walls. Grace-
St. Luke’s needs your support. Please prayerfully consider 
how you can serve and give financially in the coming year 
and make a pledge for 2021 at gracestlukes.org/pledge.

Christian Formation
 

Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings. 
Explore and share with others the Life at GSL Winter-
Spring 2021 Guide (gracestlukes.org/discover/life-at-gsl-
guide) for Sunday guest speakers, Wednesday events, and 
more including plans for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.

ADULTS. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:15 a.m. April 4: Practice Resurrection: A 
Memoir of Work, Doubt, Discernment, and Moments of 
Grace via Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes/live) 
and the GSL Website (gracestlukes.org/live). Based on a 
book by Nora Gallagher, Father Ollie Rencher will reflect 
on what it means to be an “Easter people” who believe that 
resurrection is possible through God. After the death of her 
brother, Nora Gallagher spends intentional time exploring 
what it means to live with meaning. Carpe diem! Followers 
of Jesus are called to practice resurrection and to trust that 
God will make all things new. | Looking Ahead, April 
11: Measuring the Justice of a Society in the Bodies of its 
People: An Introduction to Health Disparities, Part I, with 
Dr. Kendra Hotz. For more about Sunday morning adult 
formation, explore gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning. 

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Happy Holy Week to all! We wish you and your family 
peace, love, and joy. We will not be gathering for EYC this 
Sunday, but we have some exciting dates to share for our 
future spring plans!
May 16: Senior Sunday
May 23: Youth and Adult Confirmation
EYC Sunday, April 11: EYC in person, outside, masked, 
and together resumes April 11: 6th-8th grades, 4-5 p.m.; 
9th-12th grades, 5-6 p.m.
For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams (awilliams@gracestlukes.org).
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CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
The Children’s Activity Bag for May will be delivered 
on May 2. Please sign up here (tinyurl.com/ChildrensAc-
tivityBags2) to reserve your child’s bag!
There will be no Virtual Prayer Table on Easter Day, 
April 4. Prayer Table will resume at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
April 11.
Children’s Formation volunteers needed! As we 
prepare to resume in-person programs for children, we’re 
seeking Sunday volunteers to serve in the nursery and 
children’s classes, as well as help with other in-person 
events. If you’d like to help support Children’s Formation 
in this way, please contact Sharon Campbell for details.
For more information and to be added to the 
Children’s Formation email list, please contact Director 
of Children’s Formation Sharon Campbell (scampbell@
gracestlukes.org).

New Episcopalians on the Horizon. This spring, the 
Right Reverend Phoebe A. Roaf will return to GSL for a 
special Sunday afternoon liturgy with candidates to be 
confirmed, received, reaffirmed. Following the Fall 2020 
and Winter 2021 inquirer “Becoming Episcopalian” classes 
for youth and adults, this will be a great day in the life of 
The Episcopal Church and GSL.

Community Life
 

Walrus “Unplugged” Concert at Snowden Field, 
April 16. Come one, come all! It is time for another 
concert in Snowden Field! Grab your blankets, chairs, 
picnics, and masks and come enjoy a concert with fellow 
GSL Parishioners featuring our own Johnny Norris and 
his “WALRUS Acoustic Group” on Friday, April 16, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. (no rain date). Gates open at 5:45 p.m. 
There will be designated areas for you and your group 
to sit that will be big enough to spread your blanket and 
kick back while being socially distanced from your fellow 
attendees. Please sign up as there is limited availability 
due to virus-related restrictions. The sign-up deadline 
is Tuesday, April 13. (gracestlukes.org/events/walrus-
unplugged-concert) Please bring what you plan to eat or 
drink as there will not be any food or drink options offered 
for purchase. Restrooms will be available.
 

The Messenger Magazine. The April-May issue is 
available for download by following this link (gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger). Included in this issue is The Pan-
demic One Year Later, GSL Valentine Food Drive a Lenten 
Work of Passion, Reimagining Church Town Hall, Holy 
Week & Eastertide, Pentecost with the Presiding Bishop, 
and much more.
 

Recreation and Wellness
What To Expect For the 2021 Spring Soccer 
Season. Follow this link for details: gracestlukes.org/
spring-soccer.

What To Expect For the 2021 Baseball, Softball, 
T-Ball Season. Follow this link for details: gracestlukes.
org/playball.

Yoga with Shantih, Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. Follow this 
link (gracestlukes.org/events/yoga-with-shantih) for 
signup details and Zoom info.

Outreach
 

One Long Lent. We’ve seen it on social media and heard 
it from the pulpit – the pandemic has been like one long 
Lent. Whether it’s been working in isolation, or limiting 
engagement in routine activities, or sacrificing “normal” 
in some basic or most difficult way, we’ve all been spend-
ing time “underground.” (Read full text: gracestlukes.org/
news/outreach-updates.)
 

Social Justice
 

Measuring the Justice of a Society in the Bodies of 
its People: An Introduction to Health Disparities. 
Join the Social Justice Ministry in a two-part series on 
Health Disparities in our country. This two-part lecture 
introduces the biological bridge that links social differ-
ences to health disparities and explores how those social 
differences result from a long history of policy choices that 
deliberately left racial and ethnic minorities at a disad-
vantage. (Visit gracestlukes.org/events/an-introduction-
to-health-disparities for additional details.) 
Please view the lecture for Part One here: tinyurl.com/
GSLKHLecture1 and view the lecture for Part Two here: 
tinyurl.com/GSLKHLecture2. Then join us for Zoom 
discussions on April 11 and 18 at 9:15 a.m. Sign up here: 
tinyurl.com/KendraHotzSignUp.
It is not mandatory that you have viewed the lectures 
to participate but it will certainly enhance your experi-
ence and the discussion. Sponsored by the Social Justice 
Ministry.



Quick Links 
 
Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website and Facebook.
 
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger, Bi-monthly Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 
Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Patty McManus, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, 

Kristin King, Charles Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, 
Felix Dae Sanders, Deborah Lowe, Amanda Adams, Bill Russell, Tom Wyatt, Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin 
Williamson, Madeline Mathis, Jason, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, and Ben Jackson.

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Floy Ash, Allison Thompson, John Thomas “Jack” 
Saatkamp, father of Andrew Saatkamp, and those who have died from coronavirus.

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Anne Ayres, Clifford Barnes, Virginia Darlington, Jackson 
Fortas, Bob Heller, Anna Holtzclaw, Kim Huch, Faris Jennings, Angie Keesee, Faye Kenner, Ellie Sappington, Judy 
Self, Bryan Smith, Maren Lamanna, Rhett Layman, Sam Merrell, Barney Rolfes, Vaughan Stewart, and Roane Waring, 
and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Greg & Jocelyn Busby.

We give thanks for the upcoming baptisms of Wesley Alexander Johnson, son of Erin & James Johnson, and 
Catesby Osborne Simmons, daughter of Rachael & Chilton Simmons.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online 
Prayer Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be 
printed, will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential 
between the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact 
the individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care 
ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!

Clergy and Staff. The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; 
Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation; Abby Huber, Receptionist, Ministry Associate, & Assistant 
to the Rector; Ashley Kendrick, Facilities Assistant; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, 
Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator; Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; 
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation. Clergy and staff contact information: www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson 
(Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor 
(Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 


