
the first sunday after the epiphany
the baptism of our lord

the bishop’s visitation with holy baptism, 
confirmation, reception, reaffirmation 

and the holy eucharist: rite two
january 8, 2023  | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according to 
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by the 
congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of the BCP 
online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. During this 
service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice personal pieties that 
might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the gift of your presence for 
our worship of God.



All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern BuxWV 223” Dieterich Buxtehude

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
All stand. During the hymn, children ages 3 to 11 are invited to follow the Children’s Wooden Cross at the end of the procession to attend Children’s Chapel until they 
return at the Peace.
The Procession: Hymn 135, “Songs of thankfulness and praise” 
 music: Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)
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Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;
People  There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People  One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
All are seated for the lessons. 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath 
to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken 
you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that 
are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is 
my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things 
I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.  Silence

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 
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All stand.
The Sequence: Hymn 551, “Rise up, ye saints of God!”  music: Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825-1893) 
   words: William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954), alt.

The Holy Gospel  
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  3:13-17
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 
way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

The Celebrant says
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Charles Stirling Ball, son of Ellen and John Ball
Davis Eugene Hudson, son of Hayley and Will Hudson
Farrah Lou Hudson, daughter of Hayley and Will Hudson
Maren Bresch Simmons, daughter of Rachael and Chilton Simmons
Margaret McDonald Taylor, daughter of Lauren and Justin Taylor 
Parker Lee Taylor, son of Lauren and Justin Taylor
Juliana Westley White, daughter of Amy and Liam White

Adults and Older Children
The candidates who are able to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Sponsors, as follows
Sponsor I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
The Celebrant asks each candidate when presented
 Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate I do.

Infants and Younger Children
Then the candidates unable to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows
Parents and Godparents
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
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The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children
Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer  I renounce them.
Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer  I renounce them.
Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer  I renounce them.
Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer  I do.
Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer  I do.
Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer  I do.

The other Candidates will now be presented.
Presenter I present Samuel Gene Davis Boyd, Laurie Christine Braswell, Peter Eliot Braswell, Claude Michael 
Brooks, Benjamin Ferrell, Katie Ferrell, Robert Zachary Glover, Donald William Grice, Mary Elizabeth Rushing, 
Randal James Rushing, and Amy Jeanene Tipton for Confirmation. 

Presenter I present Harper Anne Behnke, Mark Gerald Billions Jr., Catherine Virginia Ciaramitaro, Samuel 
Bliss Mascolino, Thomas Maxwell Mascolino, Preston Tate Norris, Glover Allan Patton, and Sara Kate Ratton for 
Confirmation. 

Presenter  I present Kathleen Herrod Behnke, Matthew Joseph Beloin, Rebecca Alison Beloin, Joseph Maceri 
Cianciolo, Karen Leeann Glover, and Lauren McDonald Taylor to be received into this Communion. 

Presenter I present Leslie Fulenwider Cianciolo who desires to reaffirm her baptismal vows.

The Bishop asks the candidates
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidates I do.

Bishop  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidates I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

All stand.
The Baptismal Covenant 
The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People  We will.

The Celebrant then says
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
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People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates
The Celebrant then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth and for those who have renewed their 
commitment to Christ.

A Person appointed leads the following petitions
Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People   Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection 
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying
     The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through 
it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received 
the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we 
are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism
N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then says
Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your 
servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. 
Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and 
the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

The Celebrant continues
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, 
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Asperges The Clergy process through the People during which the custom of the Asperges is observed. Using an aspergillum or tree 
branches, the congregation is aspersed (sprinkled) with holy water as a reminder of baptism.

At Confirmation, Reception or Reaffirmation
The Bishop says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.

Silence may be kept. Then the Bishop says
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and 
brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these 
your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to 
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

For Confirmation 
The people may be seated
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that s/he may continue for ever, and daily increase your 
Holy Spirit more and more, until s/he comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen.

For Reception
N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship 
of this Communion. God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless preserve, and keep you. Amen. 

For Reaffirmation
N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service of Christ and his
kingdom. Amen. 

Then the Bishop says (standing)
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell 
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.



The Holy Communion
The Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God’s Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is offered. 
Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. To offer a financial gift with your 
smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to 
give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before the Great Thanksgiving, 
offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2023 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, 
newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, 
ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The undesignated offerings will be given to the Bishop’s discretionary fund. This fund allows the Bishop to assist people in need. If you would like to make 
a financial gift with your smart phone, the QR code is located in the back of your service leaflet.

The Anthem: “Of the Father’s heart begotten” music: arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015),
 from “Piae Cantiones, Theoderici Petri Nylandensis” 1582, words: Prudentius, b. 348

Of the Father’s heart begotten ere the world from chaos rose, 
he is Alpha: from that Fountain, all that is and hath been flows; 
he is Omega, of all things yet to come the mystic Close, evermore and evermore. 

O how blest that wondrous birthday, when the Maid the curse retrieved, 
brought to birth mankind’s salvation, by the Holy Ghost conceived, 
and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, in her loving arms received, evermore and evermore. 

This is he, whom seer and sybil sang in ages long gone by; 
this is he of old revealed in the page of prophecy; 
lo! he comes, the promised Saviour; let the world his praises cry! evermore and evermore. 

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises; Angels and Archangels, sing! 
wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful, let your joyous anthems ring, 
every tongue his name confessing, countless voices answering, evermore and evermore. 

All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 400, stanzas 1 & 7 “All creatures of our God and King”  
 music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1623;  
 adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) words: Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H Draper (1855-1933), alt.

The people remain standing.
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth: Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your 
kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus-Benedictus: S-128 William Mathias

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.  

All sing.
The Fraction Anthem music: S 155, Gerald Near (b. 1942)

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to stations in the nave and/or at the sanctuary rail. As directed, the 
congregation is invited to come forward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-
free Bread is available upon your request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. For those 
desiring to receive the Sacrament, it is essential to use hand sanitizer provided before offering your open palm to receive the wafer. The wine may 
be taken by drinking or intincting (dipping). Regarding The Chalice: All may but none must drink from the chalice. The antimicrobial properties 
of silver, air exposure time from wiping and turning the chalice after each communicant, and higher alcohol content of fortified wine suggests 
that drinking from the chalice is more hygienic and lower risk for transmission of germs. Scientists report that intincting is less hygienic than 
sipping from the chalice. However you choose to receive, be assured that Christ is fully present. 

All sing.
Hymn, 121, “Christ, when for us you were baptized”  
 music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635; 
  harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev.
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Hymn, 448, “O love, how deep, how broad, how high”  
 music: Deus tuorum militum, from Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. 
 words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt.

When a Eucharistic Visitor is to be sent out on a visit, the following is said.
Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 
The assigned Eucharistic Visitors come forward to receive a Communion Kit and to be commissioned with the following words, before 
departing immediately to our homebound members.
Celebrant [N.N.], in the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that [N.N.] may 
 share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People We who are many are one Body because we all share one bread, one cup. 

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayer
These rich words are recited throughout the church catholic (universal) by persons unable to gather for public worship for whatever 
reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the central practice of receiving the Holy Sacrament.

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the earnest 
wish that may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you 
to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 
Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your love. Amen.

The Celebrant then says  Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that 
we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, 
send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing The Celebrant blesses the people.
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All sing.
The Procession: Hymn 296, “We know that Christ is raised and dies no more”  
   music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
   words: John Brownlow Geyer (b. 1932), alt.

The Dismissal

The people are dismissed with these words
Minister Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: “Final, from Symphony No. 1”   Louis Vierne

Please join us for a reception in Trezevant Hall.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Celebrant & Preacher
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Assisting
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Assisting
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir

www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

Clergy and Staff: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Interim Associate Rector; The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate; Christi 
Authement, Athletics Director; Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation; Addison Combs, Youth Formation Intern; Abby Huber, Receptionist 
and Ministry Associate; Sandra Kendrick, Facilities Assistant; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator; Dr. 
Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation. Clergy and staff  contact information: hwww.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry and Treasurer: Grant Adams (Worship), Jimpsie Ayres (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Fellowship), Patrick Burnett 

(Jr. Warden & Youth Formation), Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), Ben Cowan, Michael Davis, Jim Greer (Worship), Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, 
Stinson Liles (Outreach & Justice), Charlie Pazar (Outreach & Justice), Anna Robbins, Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev Trojan (Treasurer), 
and Simon Wadsworth (Stewardship)
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January 8 Church Growth at GSL. On the First Sunday 
after the Epiphany: Baptism of Our Lord, January 8, God’s 
Church will grow through the baptisms of seven children 
and the confirmation and reception of 26 youth and adults 
at GSL. Bishop Phoebe Roaf will join us at 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
and from 9:15 to 9:45 in Trezevant Hall for Q&A about 
Church life before spending time with the candidates. In 
a hurting world that desperately needs healing and hope, 
it is incredible, encouraging, and worth celebrating that 
GSL is thriving, thanks to all who make up the body of 
Christ in this corner of God’s Kingdom. I look forward to 
an exceptional 2023 with you and all others who might 
join us for life at GSL. Godspeed, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher, Rector.

Today at GSL
Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
8 a.m. Eucharist, Homily, and Hymns
8:30–9:15 a.m. Breakfast by the Crossmen
9:15–10:15 a.m.

Parish Hall Forum, Conversation with the Bishop 
(Trezevant Hall & Online (gracestlukes.org/live) )

Youth Classes, Youth Suite (basement level)
Children’s Classes, Children’s Suite (basement level)

10:30 a.m. Eucharist with organ and hymns. In person 
and Livestream (gracestlukes.org/live) .
11:30 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship
4 p.m. More Than A Meal (gracestlukes.org/more-than-
a-meal)
4/5 p.m. HS/MS EYC in the Red Room
5 p.m. Contemplative Holy Eucharist with Music

Hot off the Press
A Death in Our Parish Family. A memorial service for 
Debra Lynch who died December 26 was held January 7 
at 11 a.m. at the Roller Swift Funeral Home in Osceola, 
AR, preceded by visitation at 10 a.m. at the same location. 
(Obituary (echovita.com/us/obituaries/tn/memphis/
debra-lynch-15729414) ) | Into your hands, O merciful 
Savior, we commend your servant, Debra. Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 
of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive 
her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the 
saints in light. Amen. | Memorials may be offered to Grace-
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, ATTN: Memorial Gifts, 1720 
Peabody Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104, or given online 
(gracestlukes.org/give) .

Looking Ahead
• Sunday January 15, 5 p.m. Solemn Choral Evensong 

Observing the Feast of Martin Luther King Jr.
• January 16, 11:30 a.m. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Commemorative Eucharist with Music
• Saturday, February 11, 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Intermediate Enneagram Workshop (tinyurl.com/
EnneagramFeb2023)

Live at GSL starts New Year with Brooks Museum 
Executive Director. All are invited to register for Live 
at GSL: Celebrating 901, Thursday, January 26, 6 to 7:30 
p.m., when Executive Director of Memphis Brooks Museum 
of Art Zoe Kahr will be our guest speaker. Register today 
and spread the word about what will be a great evening in 
Trezevant Hall of appetizers, supper, refreshments, and 
program. 2022-2023 season organizers Bill Abernathy, 
Corinne & Bob Adrian, Nora & Dan Conaway, Barbara 
Keathley, and Mary Linda Wardlaw also are planning for 
events on February 16, March 23, and April 27. For more 
information, visit gracestlukes.org/live-at-gsl.

Heritage and Human Rights Tour, January 15, 1–4 
p.m. Meet in the GSL Circle Drive at 12:45 to leave at 1 p.m. 
The cost is $50 for adults, $38 for children ages 4-17 years. 
We will return to GSL at 4 p.m. SIGN UP HERE by January 
12: tinyurl.com/HeritageAndHumanRightsTour2023. In 
honor of the MLK Jr. Weekend, join Heritage Tours and 
community leader and educator, Elaine Turner, to explore 
many of our city’s and country’s formative sites and loca-
tions that shaped us and our country. Some of the sites we 
will visit: I Am a Man Plaza, Mason Temple (Where Dr. 
King’s last speech took place), Slave Haven Underground 
Railroad Museum, Sit-In Locations, WC Handy Museum, 
Ida B Wells Statue and Park, Clayborne Temple, Slave 
Market District/Cotton Row. This is both a walking and 
non-walking tour and handicapped accessibility is avail-
able. For more details or questions, please reach out to 
Nicki Soule (tinyurl.com/RealmNickiSoule) or the Rev. 
Laura F. Gettys at lgettys@gracestlukes.org.

Worship and Music
Sunday, 8 & 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, Noon, 30-minute Holy Eucharist in the 
Chapel
Wednesday, 8 to 8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) 
via Facebook Live

Christian Formation
Explore the following links for events with 
descriptions and contacts. Adults (gracestlukes.
org/adult-formation) | Young Adults (gracestlukes.org/
young-adults) | Youth (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation) 
| Children & Family Ministries (gracestlukes.org/children-
and-youth-formation) | Midweek Christian Formation 
(gracestlukes.org/midweek-formation) | Thursday Men’s 
Fellowship (gracestlukes.org/mens-fellowship) | Daytime 
Book Group (gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group)

Youth
Youth Classes, 9:15-10:15 a.m. Youth Suite (basement level) 
EYC will help with More Than A Meal from 3–5 p.m.
Contact Director of Youth and Young Adults Amzie 
Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org for details



14

Adults
GSL Adult Formation announces January 2023 
Programs. Mark your calendars and spread the word 
about new year offerings on Sundays at 9:15: January 8, 
Conversation with the Bishop; January 15, Reflecting on the 
Christian Ministry of Martin Luther King, Jr.; January 22, 
Making Sacred Space with Architect Jim Williamson; Janu-
ary 29, Surprised by Imperfection: Essays and Stories on 
Wonder with Dr. Shari Ray. Beginning January 22, we will 
launch a weekly Small Group Bible Study Class facilitated 
by several GSL members. Visit gracestlukes.org/discover 
for details, locations, and more about formation for adults, 
youth, and children. Please Note: The Clergy and Staff are 
finalizing details for the Winter-Spring 2023 edition of Life 
at GSL: Worship, Formation, Community, Music & More.

Crash Course in Biblical Study, Wednesdays, 
January 11–25, 6–7 p.m. on Zoom. During a sermon 
or forum presentation, have you ever wondered where 
clergy or professors get those interesting notes about 
a biblical passage? Join Fr. Jesse Abell for a three-part 
series on how to dive deeper with the Bible and learn 
more about what the original text says. This class will 
be entirely virtual, through Zoom, so that we can learn 
about online resources that can help you to learn more 
about a passage, the original Greek or Hebrew texts, and 
the historical contexts. To learn more, contact Fr. Jesse 
(jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6330). Sign up 
here (tinyurl.com/studyscripture) .

GSL Daytime Book Group. We meet on the second 
Thursday of the month, from 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. We will 
discuss Graceland, at Last by Margaret Renkl on January 
12. For more information, contact Janie Morris or 
Carol Ann Mallory via onrealm.org/gracestlukes or visit 
gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group.

Children and Family Ministries
Children’s Classes 9:15-10:15 in the Children’s Suite, 
Basement Level.
For details about Children’s Chapel (during the 10:30 
service), visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation.
Contact Director of Children and Family Ministries 
Anthony Calzia at acalzia@gracestlukes.org for details.

Recreation and Wellness

Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice, Mondays, 
12-12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Details here: gracestlukes.
org/mindfulness. 

Yoga with Anne, Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m. in Trezevant 
Hall. Details here: gracestlukes.org/yoga. 

More News

Sign Up to Provide Enhanced Refreshments 1st 
and 3rd Sundays. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, the 
Fellowship Committee enhances the refreshments to 
include dips & chips, muffins, donuts, and more to draw 
more people to Trezevant Hall after the 10:30 service. We 
have non-alcoholic drinks and other items each 1st and 
3rd Sunday. Coffee and water are available weekly. Anyone 
willing to assist with this new event, visit tinyurl.com/
GSLRefreshmentsSignup.

The Messenger Magazine. To download the winter 
(December, January, February) edition of The Messenger, 
visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger or pick up a copy at 
the information center in the church hallway.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism 
will be administered during public worship at Grace-
St. Luke’s during 2023 on the following dates: April 8, 
May 28, and November 5. For more information and to 
schedule a baptism, contact Membership and Stewardship 
Associate Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org ).

Altar Flowers Altar Flowers Made Possible By 
Parishioner Donations in Memory or Honor of 
Loved Ones. To share in this meaningful way, contact 
Communications Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@
gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6333). Flowers are $215 per 
Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving. 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may be 
donated for $25 per week.

Communication Submission Deadlines for eNews 
and Leaflet
• Monday, January 9, 10 a.m. for January 11 eNews and 

January 15 leaflets
Please email your eNews submissions and questions 
you might have about the eNews to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form. Grace-St. 
Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found 
on the GSL website atgracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.



15

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Carter Kaldon, Babiedoll Thomas, 
Ted Kays, Betsy Tate, Judy Tucker, Lee Anne, David Abell, Lyla McAlexander, Brian Davies, Caroline Gardiner, Lane Driscoll, 
Madelaine, Libby Burdick, Sandra Ireland, Dan Hope, Sidney Hickey, Lynn Strickland, Thelma Haynes Holliam, and Mary 
Virginia Rogers.

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Roger Wolcott, Debra Lynch, and the Rev. Bill Hanna, Deacon.

We give thanks for the altar flowers given in loving memory of George D. Johnson by George and Betty Johnson.

We give thanks for the baptisms of Charles Stirling Ball, son of Ellen and John Ball, Davis Eugene Hudson, son of Hayley 
and Will Hudson, Farrah Lou Hudson, daughter of Hayley and Will Hudson, Maren Bresch Simmons, daughter of Rachael 
and Chilton Simmons, Margaret McDonald Taylor, daughter of Lauren and Justin Taylor, Parker Lee Taylor, son of Lauren 
and Justin Taylor, and Juliana Westley White, daughter of Amy and Liam White.

We give thanks for the confirmations of Samuel Gene Davis Boyd, Laurie Christine Braswell, Peter Eliot Braswell, Claude 
Michael Brooks, Benjamin Ferrell, Katie Ferrell, Robert Zachary Glover, Donald William Grice, Mary Elizabeth Rushing, 
Randal James Rushing, Amy Jeanene Tipton, Harper Anne Behnke, Mark Gerald Billions Jr., Catherine Virginia Ciaramitaro, 
Samuel Bliss Mascolino, Thomas Maxwell Mascolino, Preston Tate Norris, Glover Allan Patton, and Sara Kate Ratton, for 
the reception of Kathleen Herrod Behnke, Matthew Joseph Beloin, Rebecca Alison Beloin, Joseph Maceri Cianciolo, Karen 
Leeann Glover, and Lauren McDonald Taylor, and reaffirmation of Leslie Fulenwider Cianciolo. 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Bill Abernathy, Blair Bagwell, Jeniffer Church, Matt Crow, Doug 
Douglass, McCartney Gipson, Grace Goodfellow, Kaye Johnson, Hazel King, Tehani Kuo, Max Mascolino, Daniel Massey, 
Margaret Newton, Mary Virginia Rogers, Debbie Smith, Courtney Taylor, Mary Linda Wardlaw, Henry Warren, Annabelle 
Watts, Liza Watts, and Malcolm Wiener, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Stewart & Harrison Hunt.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life 
Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will 
be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy 
and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a 
member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the wor-
ship service leaflet.



All music is reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
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Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, 
Recreation & Wellness Director; John H. Barnum, Director of Finance & Operations; Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, 
Communications Associate; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2023: George Johnson (Senior Warden), Andy Nix, Johnny Norris (Junior Warden), Paula 
Sappington, Taylor Taylor; 2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton (Clerk), Rudy Williams; 2025: Jennifer Gibbs, Ruthie 
Lentz, Price Peacock, Matt Sights, and Hal Wright; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King. 
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facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2023 Pledge
Make a 2023 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!


