
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2021, 5 p.m.
Celebrant: The Rev. Dr. Jesse Abell
Lector: Candy Jefcoat | Musician: Benjamin Minden-Birkenmaier, guitar

The Word of God
Welcome and Announcements

Observing the Advent Wreath
Celebrant  Today we light the first and second candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. 
 This first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE.
Scripture Colossians 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
 you were called to peace.
Prayer Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to seek peace in our lives, 

peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. Amen.

The Celebrant invites all to prepare hearts for worship through 
Music for Meditation 

The Celebrant invites the People to stand.
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant and People say together the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All say the song of praise
Lord, have mercy.  (Kyrie eleison.)
Christ, have mercy.  (Christe eleison.)
Lord, have mercy.  (Kyrie eleison.)

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us 
grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Canticle 16 led by Celebrant 

Welcome. This evening, you are invited to participate in the diverse practices of this worship experience designed to be more 
contemplative, quieter, and with more silences and less speaking than other offerings of the parish. This service of prayer, scripture, 
instrumental music, meditation, and participation in the Holy Eucharist are outward and visible signs of our inward bending toward 
God. Instead of a homily after the Gospel lesson, “music for reflection” is offered to allow the ancient and modern practice of reflecting 
on scripture without the voice of a preacher. Let the music speak. Standing, kneeling, or sitting are customary practices from which to 
choose to enrich your worship. Thank you for sharing the gift of your presence.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
 he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
 born of the house of his servant David.
 Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
 from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
 and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *

 holy and righteous in his sight
 all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,*
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
 by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Gospel
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.  3:1-6
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all 
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book 
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
After the reading of the Gospel, all are invited to meditate on the lesson through the
Music for Reflection
The Intercessor invites the congregation to stand, kneel, or remain seated for 
The Prayers of People – adapted from Advent Prayers of St. Mary’s Cathedral Memphis

The Celebrants adds a concluding Collect before an invitation to the Confession of Sin.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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O Wisdom: You come and reach from beginning to end, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless 
your church and our earthly governments, remembering 
especially Justin, Archbishop; Michael, Presiding Bishop; 
Phoebe, Diocesan Bishop; our President Joe, County 
Mayor Lee, City Mayor Jim, and all who hold positions 
of public authority; for the people and clergy throughout 
The Episcopal Church, the Anglican Communion, and the 
world. Be present in ordering the life of this and every 
congregation.
Come and teach us the way of wisdom and open 
hearts.

O Root of Jesse: We pray for peace and justice in Memphis, 
in every nation, and throughout the world. Be present to 
all whose lives are ravaged by war and violence; especially 
we hold before you those who serve this country abroad. 
Guide the leaders of this and every land into the paths of 
peace and goodwill.
Come and root us in your wide and saving love.

O Key of David: Guide us in opening the doors of 
opportunity for the unemployed and destitute, for the 
homeless, for prisoners, and all who are oppressed; and 
lead us in closing the doors that lead to poverty, injustice, 
and further away from beloved community and the 
kingdom of God.
Come and fling wide the doors of our hearts.

O Holy Comforter: We lift up all who are suffering and in 
need, especially those reflected on the Prayer List of this 
service leaflet. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous and help us minister to them in your love.
Come and sustain us with your comforting grace.

O Light Eternal: Shine your light on those who have died; 
remember especially the Right Reverend William Evan 
Sanders, Quang Tan Le, Bill Morehead, father of Robert 
Morehead, and for those in whose memory the Advent 
Candles and Wreath Decorations are given: Thomas 
Hogan Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, 
Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, 
Lewis Houser, Kathryn Houser, and Harriss Siler; bring 
comfort to all those who mourn, who are sick, who are 
lonely, and who are sad, especially during the fall and 
winter holiday seasons. 
Come and shine on all who sit in darkness and 
shadow.

O Emmanuel: God with us, Expected One, we give thanks 
for all the blessings of this life; for all who celebrate 
birthdays and anniversaries this week; for the other 
blessings we now name silently or aloud. Silence. 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
Come and dwell among us.



The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory
After the offertory sentence, the clergy and assisting ministers wash and sanitize their hands. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings 
may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch 
PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at 
the Baptismal Font before or after the service. Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, newcomers, 
and any friends as the finance committee prepares a budget draft before the December 5 Annual Meeting: visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a 
paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

Music during the Offertory is offered during the setting of the Holy Table.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth: Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;.
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.

Music during Communion is offered during Communion through the clearing of the Holy Table.

Post-Communion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light 
of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant 
in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen.  

The Dismissal
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.
The Celebrants invites the People to be seated for the 
Postlude

The Celebrant and other ministers greet the congregation at the doors as they depart.
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Thanks for Giving! In this season of gratitude, we give 
thanks for the richness of a shared faith through life at Grace-St. 
Luke’s.  Your generosity has helped Grace-St. Luke’s thrive in 
these challenging times and we are so grateful for the many gifts 
of time, talent, and treasure that support all our parish does. 
If you haven’t already, please make your pledge for 2022 
now. A pledge is simply an estimate of what you hope to 
give and how you hope to serve in the coming year, and your 
estimates of giving directly impact how the church budgets. 
The finance committee would greatly appreciate receiving 
your pledge today so that the budget presented at our annual 
parish meeting today can be finalized. Please visit www.
gracestlukes.org/pledge to make your pledge today. We give 
thanks for you!

A Stewardship Message from Virginia Rowland: 
vimeo.com/gracestlukes/emc2022november21.

Advent Kinship. Advent strikes me as a deliberate season 
for Christians to celebrate a certain kinship grounded in faith 
and baptism as followers of Jesus. Gathering however and 
whenever for worship, formation, service, and fellowship, 
the inseparable family experiences holy waiting and grows 
together. Nothing can separate kinship. Gregory Boyle and 
Kathy Wilder poignantly summarize this same sentiment: 
“No daylight to separate us. Only kinship. Inching ourselves 
closer to creating a community of kinship such that God 
might recognize it. Soon we imagine, with God, this circle 
of compassion…In a circle everything changes. Imagine 
standing shoulder to shoulder with an equal view and 
position. Rugged individualism fades away, accepted power 
norms break, human connection expands, and kinship is 
born. This is our greatest strength. Our kinship knits us 
together with the unconditional, abundant love of God. True 
Kinship is unbreakable yet gentle, holding, honoring, and 
celebrating our differences while recognizing ourselves in 
the eyes of another.” – Godspeed, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. 
Rencher, Rector.

This Week and Next

Bye Bye Just A Meal. Welcome back More Than A 
Meal. Alleluia!  After 21 months serving sack sandwiches 
outside, we are moving inside to Trezevant Hall for More 
Than A Meal beginning Sunday, December 5, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Using Covid protocols, masks, space and limiting crowds, we 
feel safe with our inside plan. New is our SignUpGenius for 
volunteers. Please go to gracestlukes.org/MTAM and click on 
the blue link: Volunteer Sign Up Here. Each job is listed for 
the month and needs your help. 

The Episcopal Bookshop is ready to help you with 
your Advent and holiday needs. During Advent, the 
Bookshop is open Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Address: 672 Poplar Ave.

Advent Bible Study with the Clergy. Enrich your Advent 
observance by joining a priest and fellow parishioners for 
a 3-week, 45-minute study and meditation on the Gospels 
chosen for the four Sundays of Advent. Participants may 
choose from and sign up weekly for either Wednesday, 
December 8 or 15, 6 to 6:45 p.m. on Zoom or Thursday, 
December 9 or 16, Noon to 12:45 p.m. in Trezevant Hall. For 
more details and sign up information, visit gracestlukes.org/
midweek-formation.

Annual Meeting of the Parish, today, December 5, 
9:30 to 10:15 a.m. Vestry Class of 2024 nominees are Bill 
Abernathy, Paula Barnes, Paula Boggs, Brad Canada, Karen 
Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Bill Pichette, and Rudy 
Williams. This event includes ministry highlights including 
an update on Every Member Canvass 2022 (gracestlukes.
org/pledge) and remarks by the Rector. Details including 
agenda, vestry nominee information, voter eligibility, etc. 
are at gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2021.

Luna Nova Winter Concert, December 6, 7:30 p.m. 
The Luna Nova ensemble will present its traditional winter 
concert on Monday, December 6, at 7:30 p.m. With an eye 
to taking a break from all the immediate problems the world 
has been dealing with lately, the program takes the long view 
and includes some delightful works from the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance. The performers will be Kelly Herrmann 
(flute), Michelle Vigneau (oboe), Nobuko Igarashi (clarinet), 
Susanna Whitney (bassoon), Robert Patterson (horn), Ben 
Minden-Birkenmaier (guitar), and Patrick Scott (organ). 
Admission is free and program details are available at 
lunanova.org.

GSL Daytime Book Group Meets December 9. The 
book group meets on the second Thursday of the month in 
the Red Room, September through May at 11:30 a.m. Bring 
your lunch if you like. No obligations or requirements, just 
show up if you read the book, are thinking of reading the 
book, or just want some nice company who loves books. 
For further information or to add your name to the mailing 
list, contact Janie Morris or Carol Ann Mallory via Realm 
(gracestlukes.org/realm). The December book is Olive, 
Again by Elizabeth Strout.

Live at GSL presents December 9 Holiday Music 
with Tony Thomas. Celebrate the holidays in Trezevant 
Hall mingling and with hearty appetizers, refreshments, 
and some fun caroling led by Tony Thomas. For important 
details about this Thursday night event and online sign-up, 
visit Live at GSL (gracestlukes.org/events/live-at-gsl).

A Festival of Nine Advent Lessons & Carols on 
Sunday, December 12, at 5 p.m. will feature the Grace-
St. Luke’s Choir, Canterbury Choir, and The Memphis Boy & 
Girl Choir. The nursery will be available.

eNews & Leaflet Deadline. The deadline for the December 
8 eNews and December 12 leaflet is Monday, December 6, at 
10 a.m. Please email your submissions to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens. (mailto:lowens@gracestlukes.org)
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Christmas Altar Flowers. If you would like to make 
a donation in honor of or in memory of a loved one for 
Christmas flowers, you may send a check to the church office 
(1720 Peabody Ave., 38104, ATTN: Lucy Owens) listing the 
names of those you would like remembered. You can also 
give us your name(s) and donate online at gracestlukes.org/
onlinegiving. Follow the “make a donation for altar flowers 
link.” If received by December 15, these names will be listed 
in the Christmas leaflets. December 15 is also the deadline 
for any memorials and honorariums that you would like 
acknowledged before Christmas. 

Continue reading for important information about 
this Sunday’s Worship, Music, & Formation offerings 
for all ages, Recreation & Wellness, Community Life 
notices, and more.

Christian Formation

Advent Devotional Resources for Individual and 
Households. Explore gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritual-
guidance to enrich your spiritual journey.

Adults. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:30 a.m. December 5. Annual Parish 
Meeting, details above under This Week. Looking Ahead, 
December 12. The Wideness of Music at GSL with Dr. 
Patrick Scott & Guests. Check out the exciting fall lineup of 
Sunday Formation offerings and more: visit gracestlukes.
org/adult-formation.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Holiday 
Food Packing Event! With your help, we were able to deliver 
40 bags of food for holiday meals to Carpenter Art Garden 
before Thanksgiving.

Children’s Formation. We will be using Godly Play for 
the season of Advent for Pre-K through 3rd grade in the 
Green Room. 4th and 5th graders will be learning about 
Advent through the prophets in the Purple Room. Children’s 
Formation is from 9:30-10:15. All are invited to Children’s 
Chapel in the lounge during the 10:30 service.

Nursery. The nursery is open every Sunday from 8-12. We 
have wonderful nursery staff who are ready to love on your 
little ones every week!

For more information and to be added to the 
Children’s Formation email list, please contact Director 
of Children’s Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@
gracestlukes.org.

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Harry Potter Advent. During the season of Advent, 
we will be exploring faith and scripture through the lens 
of Harry Potter! Join a house to be a part of the fun as we 
draw connections between scripture and the vast world of 
Hogwarts, sort houses, decorate the great hall, and unveil 
the gospel symbolism richly woven into the stories of Harry, 
Ron, and Hermione. We will meet weekly on Wednesday 
nights from 5-6 p.m. in the Red Room, with the exception 
of our last meeting which will be on December 20. Sign up 
here: tinyurl.com/HappyPotterAdvent

Confirmation 2022. Confirmation, which is open to any 
Baptized youth in grades 9-12, will be offered this winter 
over the course of 8 weeks and led by Amzie and Maxie. We 
do not yet have a set date for classes to start, but we expect to 
start around February / March. To sign up for the class and 
get all of our Confirmation updates, follow this link: tinyurl.
com/YouthConf2021.

St. Columba Ski Excursions. The St. Columba Ski trip is 
back! Two days of skiiing and games in Indiana! This is the 
most popular trip St. Columba has to offer and seats will surely 
fill up quickly, so sign up today! For questions or more details 
please contact matthew@saintcolumbamemphis.org. Sign 
up and secure your spot on the trip. (saintcolumbamemphis.
org/ski) Sr. High: January 14-16. Jr. High: February 18-20.

Sunday Morning Formation in the Red Room from 
9:30-10:15. Join Amzie and Maxie for an Advent Bible 
study using MyFaithLens.

For more information and to be added to the Youth Formation 
email list, please contact Director of Youth Formation Amzie 
Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Worship and Music

Sarum Blue for Advent. For Advent, GSL and many 
worldwide faith communities adorn their worship spaces 
with Sarum “blue” (color historically associated with the 
Virgin Mary, waiting, patience, images of the sky in Advent 
scripture). This change of color in the paraments for the 
chancel and sanctuary and the presence of the Advent wreath 
with five symbolic candles are among a variety of changes 
that come with this new season. Pentecost, our “green” and 
longest season of the church year calendar, culminated on 
Christ the King Sunday.
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SUNDAY
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector, to preach 
Sunday, December 5, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with organ, in person.
8:45 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time, 8:45-9:30.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes). 
Choral anthem today: “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come” 
by Paul Manz. Choral anthem December 12: “Rejoice in the 
Lord always” (Anonymous)
5 p.m. Contemplative Holy Eucharist, in person, with 
musician Benjamin Minden-Birkenmaier, guitar.

Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a 
child who would like to be a part of our chorister program 
for children and youth and would like more information, 
visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs. Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.

Mark Your Calendars!
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ and 
Brass

• Christmas Eve at 9 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ and 
Brass

• Christmas Day at 10 a.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ

Recreation and Wellness
Mindfulness Sessions starting Monday, January 
24, 2022. Mindfulness is a form of light meditation where 
one sits quietly, paying attention on purpose, to the present 
moment, without judgment. There is nothing mysterious 
about it; it is a very practical form of light meditation. In 
as little as eight weeks, one can experience decreased 
anxiety, a greater sense of calm and well-being, and lowered 
blood pressure. Read more here: gracestlukes.org/news/
mindfulness-sessions.

What to Expect From the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season. See the Top 10 Basketball flyer by following this 
link (gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Top_10_
list_Basketball_20212022_parent_version.pdf). The flyer 
contains important information pertaining to season dates for 
team practices, games, uniforms, photos, etc.

Yoga with Anne. Now is the time to try that yoga class 
you’ve been meaning to join. Anne Ayres has been teaching 
yoga to patients and staff at the VA for many years and is 
delighted to be offering a weekly class at GSL Church. The 
class will be open to all levels from beginner to seasoned 
practitioner with modifications offered. Please refer to this 
link for all details. (gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne)

Pickleball and GSL. The growth of this sport, Pickleball, 
speaks to the essence of the game—it is inclusive, accessible, 
easy to learn (challenging to master), doable for all shapes 
and sizes, for all ages and for all athletic/non-athletic ability 
levels. Please look at this link for more information about 
the GSL Community and PICKLEBALL. (gracestlukes.org/
news/pickleball-and-gsl)

Community Life
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Download (or 
pick up a copy at the information center in the church hallway) 
the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Inside this issue: 
Updates from the Rector and Associate Rectors, Reflections 
on Advent, Stewardship Update, Special Friends, Book 
Group, News from Outreach and Social Justice, Recreation 
& Wellness, Formation for all ages, Music at GSL, Pastoral 
Care Update, News from the School, Memorials, Membership 
News, and Festive Advent, Christmas & Epiphany services. 
Visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger to download this issue.

AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re looking 
for a couple of folks who would like to be a part of the AV/
Photography Team at GSL. This includes the livestreaming 
of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and formation 
offerings (vimeo.com/615242223) and taking photos of 
special events (like Blessing of the Animals: tinyurl.com/
GSLPetBlessingPhotos). If this is something you have 
experience with and you’d like to be a part of this ministry 
at GSL, contact Communications Associate Lucy Owens 
(lowens@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. Follow this 
link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. (gracestlukes.
org/news/covid19) All persons, regardless of vaccination 
status and except for children two years and younger, are 
required to wear masks when gathered indoors for worship, 
fellowship, formation, small groups, and more.   

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship 
Sundays  
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
8:45-9:30 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time
9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
 and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
 Youth & Children Formation Offerings
 gracestlukes.org/discover
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
 Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
 gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship
Wednesdays 
6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live



All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!

Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Charles Chandler, Carter Kaldon, 
Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, Hollie and Glen Templeton, David, Jade, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Nancy Willis, 
Rebecca Johnson, and Elizabeth Brewer.
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially the Right Reverend William Evan Sanders, Quang Tan Le, 
Bill Morehead, father of Robert Morehead, and those who have died from coronavirus.
We give thanks for the Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Thomas Hogan Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis Houser, 
Kathryn Houser, and Harriss Siler. 
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Melissa Adams, Khaki Callan, Samuel Callan, Brad Canada, Jack 
Gerber, Wakefield Gordon, Judy Heiter, Abby Huber, Will Hudson, Amy Kauerz, Jana Larson, Myron Mall, Myra McHugh, Paul 
Owens, Taylor Owens, Elizabeth Robinson, Blaney Rowe, Lee Schaffler, Doug Smith, Patrick Smith, Lynda Strickland, Bruce 
Taylor, Lorraine Taylor, Juliana White, and Betsy Wilson, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries.
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life Associate 
& Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer Request Form 
(gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will be listed for one month, 
unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy and the individual, others may 
not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are 
offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Deven Jackson, Nursery Staff; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, 
Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, 
Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation; Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


