
Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke's part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke's might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit gracestlukes.org.

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Partita on Comfort, comfort ye my people" Johann Pachelbel

Welcome and Announcements

Observing the Advent Wreath
Celebrant  Today we light the first and second candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. 
 This first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE.
Scripture Colossians 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
 you were called to peace.
Prayer Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to seek peace in 

our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. 
Amen.

the second sunday of advent
the holy eucharist: rite two

december 4, 2022 | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according 
to The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by 
the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of 
the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. 
During this service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice 
personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the 
gift of your presence for our worship of God.



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 67, “Comfort, comfort ye my people”  Psalm 42

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Said by all 
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie eleison        music: S 88, McNeil Robinson II (1943-2015)

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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All are seated for the lessons. 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall 
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19       Plainchant Tone II.1

 Cantor, then all sing the Antiphon 

1  Give the King your justice, O God, * 
  and your righteousness to the King's Son;
2  That he may rule your people righteously * 
  and the poor with justice;
3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
  and the little hills bring righteousness.    all sing the Antiphon
4  He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
  from one generation to another.     all sing the Antiphon
6  He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
  like showers that water the earth.
7  In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.  all sing the Antiphon
18  Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 
  who alone does wondrous deeds!
19  And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.  all sing the Antiphon
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans  15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encour-
agement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 
in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God 
in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 
name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule 
the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence

All stand. During the hymn, children ages 3 to 11 are invited to follow the Children’s Cross via the center aisle to Trezevant Hall for Children's 
Chapel. The children return at the Peace.
The Sequence: Hymn 56, stanzas 3-4, “O come, O come, Emmanuel”  
   music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong Mode 1, Processionale (15th century), 
   adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)
   words: Latin c. 9th century, vers. Hymnal 1940, alt.

The Holy Gospel  
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  3:1-12
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s 
hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem 
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
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the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of People – adapted from Advent Prayers of St. Mary’s Cathedral Memphis

O Wisdom: You come and reach from beginning to end, mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and 
bless your church and our earthly governments, remembering especially Justin, Archbishop; Michael, Presiding 
Bishop; Phoebe, Diocesan Bishop; our President Joe, Governor Bill, County Mayor Lee, City Mayor Jim, and all 
who hold positions of public authority; for the people and clergy throughout The Episcopal Church, the Anglican 
Communion, and the world. Be present in ordering the life of this and every congregation.
Come and teach us the way of wisdom and open hearts.

O Root of Jesse: We pray for peace and justice in Memphis, in every nation, and throughout the world. Be pres-
ent to all whose lives are ravaged by war and violence; especially we hold before you those who serve this country 
abroad. Guide the leaders of this and every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.
Come and root us in your wide and saving love.

O Key of David: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed and destitute, for the home-
less, for prisoners, and all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead to poverty, injustice, and 
further away from beloved community and the kingdom of God.
Come and fling wide the doors of our hearts.

O Holy Comforter: We lift up all who are suffering and in need, especially those reflected on the Prayer List of this 
service leaflet. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous and help us minister to them in your love.
Come and sustain us with your comforting grace.

O Light Eternal: Shine your light on those who have died; remember especially Virginia Anne Montedonico Beaty 
and Hammond Cole; bring comfort to all those who mourn, who are sick, who are lonely, and who are sad, espe-
cially during the winter holiday season. 
Come and shine on all who sit in darkness and shadow.  Silence. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
Come and dwell among us.
Then, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
During the Peace, the Children’s Cross enters via the west aisle to process through the center aisle to lead Children’s Chapel participants to join 
their families. Parents: Stand to greet your child.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God's Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is 
offered. Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke's Church. To offer a financial 
gift with your smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch 
PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before 
the Great Thanksgiving, offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2023 campaign seeks 100% pledge 
participation by all members, newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. 
For more about worship, formation, ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem, “The Lord will surely come”  music: Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)
 words: from Philippians 2 and The Benedictus Antiphon for Advent IV
Kyrie eleison.
The Lord will surely come and not delay, and he will bring to light the things hidden in darkness. 
The Lord will surely come and will manifest himself to all nations. 
Kyrie eleison.
Therefore work out your own salvation with fear and trembling that you may be blameless and innocent, 
Children of God without blemish. The Lord will surely come. 
Kyrie eleison.
All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 65, “Prepare the way, O Zion”  
 music: Berden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697
 words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. Composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)



The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth: Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 127, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
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The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: Picardy, French carol, 17th century; 
 melody from Chansons populaires de Provinces de France, 1860
 words: c.275 AD, subsequently adopted into the 4th c. Liturgy of St James
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to stations in the nave and/or at the sanctuary rail. As directed, the 
congregation is invited to come forward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-
free Bread is available upon your request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. For those 
desiring to receive the Sacrament, it is essential to use hand sanitizer provided before offering your open palm to receive the wafer. The wine may 
be taken by drinking or intincting (dipping). Regarding The Chalice: All may but none must drink from the chalice. The antimicrobial properties 
of silver, air exposure time from wiping and turning the chalice after each communicant, and higher alcohol content of fortified wine suggests 
that drinking from the chalice is more hygienic and lower risk for transmission of germs. Scientists report that intincting is less hygienic than 
sipping from the chalice. However you choose to receive, be assured that Christ is fully present. 

Communion
Hymn 75: “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”  music: Ascension, Henry Hugh Bancroft
  words: James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961), alt.
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Hymn 59: “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding”  
  music: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889); desc. Alan Gray (1855-1935)
  words: Latin, ca. 6th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, alt.

When a Eucharistic Visitor is to be sent out on a visit, the following is said.
Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 
The assigned Eucharistic Visitors come forward to receive a Communion Kit and to be commissioned with the following words, before 
departing immediately to our homebound members.
Celebrant [N.N.], in the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that [N.N.] may 
 share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People We who are many are one Body because we all share one bread, one cup. 

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayer
These rich words are recited throughout the church catholic (universal) by persons unable to gather for public worship for whatever 
reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the central practice of receiving the Holy Sacrament.

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 
now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and 
body with the earnest wish that may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you and 
embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I 
live and die in your love. Amen.
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Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with 
the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 
constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen.  

All sing.
The Procession: Hymn 597, “O day of peace that dimly shines” Jerusalem

The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “Fantasia on Veni Emmanuel”  Corliss Arnold

All are invited to join us for refreshments and fellowship in Trezevant Hall.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Celebrant
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster  

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir

Most lay ministers are not listed because scheduled Acolyte, 
Eucharistic Minister, Lector, and Usher substitutions 

may occur after leaflet printing.
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Celebrate GSL at the Annual Meeting. I look forward 
to gathering in person and online with all adult members, 
newcomers, and visitors for the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish (gracestlukes.org/annual-parish-meeting), while 
our youth and children gather for Christian formation 
programming. In addition to the growing number of 
stewardship pledges to Every Member Canvass 2023 
(gracestlukes.org/pledge), we have abundance to celebrate 
in the life of our beloved GSL. On the Second Sunday of 
Advent, we will be blessed to gather for fellowship, prayer, 
song, and reflection on the past, present, and future. Our 
Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, 
and healing through worship, parish life, and service, and 
who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world. 
Godspeed, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 901-
252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

Thanks for Giving! In this season of gratitude, we give 
thanks for the richness of a shared faith through life at 
Grace-St. Luke’s. Your generosity helps our vibrant parish 
thrive and we are so grateful for the many gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure that support all our parish does. If you 
haven’t already, please make your pledge for 2023 now. 
A pledge is simply an estimate of what you hope to give 
and how you hope to serve in the coming year, and your 
estimates of giving directly impact how the church budgets. 
The finance committee would greatly appreciate your 
pledge today so that an accurate budget may be finalized 
by year’s end. Please visit gracestlukes.org/pledge to make 
your pledge today. We give thanks for you!

2023 Stewardship Committee: Simone & Logan Meeks, 
Co-Chairs, Sandra Ireland, George Johnson, Andy Nix, 
Virginia & Michael Rowland, Ruth Patton, Anneliese Watts, 
Betsy Wilson.

Today at GSL | December 4
Nursery (https://www.gracestlukes.org/nursery) for 
infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. to noon.
Angel Tree in Trezevant Hall.
8 a.m. Eucharist, Homily, and Hymns
8:30-9:15 a.m. Breakfast by the Crossmen
9:15-10:15 a.m. Formation for All Ages (gracestlukes.
org/discover)

Annual Parish Meeting (Trezevant Hall & Online)
Youth Classes, Youth Suite (basement level)
Children’s Classes, Children’s Suite (basement level)

10:30 a.m. Eucharist, Sermon, Children’s Chapel, and 
Choir (In person and Livestream (gracestlukes.org/live) )
11:30 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship
11:30 a.m. Youth Confirmation Class, Red Room 
(basement level)
12 p.m. Adult Inquirers Class
4 p.m. More Than A Meal (gracestlukes.org/more-than-
a-meal)
5 p.m. Contemplative Eucharist with Music. Musician: 
Jeanne Simmons, flute

Explore Fall 2022 Life at GSL Program Guide: 
Worship, Formation, Community, Music & More 
(gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl) for a complete list of Sunday 
and weekday large and small group offerings for adults, 
youth, and children.

Hot off the Press
The Messenger Magazine. To download the winter 
(December, January, February) edition of The Messenger, 
visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger or pick up a copy at 
the information center in the church hallway.

Annual Meeting of the Parish, Today, December 
4, On Campus or Online. All members and newcomers 
are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
on campus or online from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Youth and 
children programming will be offered during this hour 
and the nursery will be open from 7:45 a.m. to Noon. This 
hybrid meeting includes the election of the Vestry Class of 
2025, parish ministry highlights including an update on 
Every Member Canvass 2023 stewardship campaign, and 
remarks by the Rector. The Vestry Nominating Committee 
(Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Jonathan Large, Sandra Ireland, 
Anna Robbins) will present Jennifer Gibbs, Ruthie Lentz, 
Price Peacock, Matt Sights, and Hal Wright to serve for 
a three-year term. To learn more about the nominees 
and the election process before the December 4 Annual 
Meeting, visit gracestlukes.org/assets/2822/vestry_class_
of_2025_nominees_overview.pdf. In person and online 
attendees, please sign up by following this link: tinyurl.
com/GSLAPM2022. Additional details including agenda, 
voter eligibility, and voting process are at gracestlukes.org/
annualmeeting2022.

Angel Tree with Multi-National Memphis. We ask 
that all shopped and WRAPPED gifts be returned no later 
than today, December 4, or brought to the main church 
office during weekday hours. Visit gracestlukes.org/news/
posts/angel-tree-with-multi-national-memphis for details.

The Episcopal Bookshop (672 Poplar Ave) will be open 
on Advent Sundays from 11 a.m.–1 p.m. They have lots of 
wonderful for gift ideas for the holiday season.  Be sure to 
stop by after church on Sunday. 

Looking Ahead
• Christmas Eve Services, 3 p.m. Pageant; 5 & 9 p.m. 

Festival Choral Eucharists
• Christmas Day Services, 10:30 a.m. Eucharist with 

Hymns (only liturgy of the day)
• Sunday, January 1, 10:30 a.m. Eucharist (only liturgy 

of the day)



14

Worship and Music

Sunday, 8 & 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, Noon, 30-minute Holy Eucharist in the 
Chapel
Wednesday, 8 to 8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) 
via Facebook Live.

Luna Nova Winter Concert, December 5, 7 p.m. 
The concert will feature works by J.S. Bach, Guillaume 
Machaut, Craig Phillips, Francis Poulenc, Alfred Schnittke, 
and Patrick Scott. Performers will be Daniel Gilbert (violin), 
Hannah Schmidt (cello), Susanna Whitney (bassoon), 
Nobuko Igarashi (clarinet), Robert Patterson (horn) and 
Patrick Scott (organ). Admission is free. A reception will 
follow in Trezevant Hall.

Advent Lessons & Carols, December 11, 5 p.m. The 
Grace-St. Luke’s Choir and the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir 
will present an Advent Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
with music by composers Craig Phillips, Dale Adelmann, 
Peter Aston, and Australian composer June Nixon. The 
service will also be available via gracestlukes.org/live. A 
festive Advent party with piano music by Tony 
Thomas will follow in Trezevant Hall.

Christmas Altar Flowers, December 14, Deadline. 
If you would like to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one for Christmas flowers, you may 
send a check to the church office (1720 Peabody Ave., 
38104, ATTN: Lucy Owens listing the names of those you 
would like remembered. You can also give us your name(s) 
and donate online (gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving). Follow 
the “Memorials & Honoraria / Make a donation for altar 
flowers” link.

Christian Formation

Explore the following links for events with 
descriptions and contacts.
Adults (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation) | Young Adults 
(gracestlukes.org/young-adults) | Youth (gracestlukes.
org/youth-formation) | Children & Family Ministries 
(gracestlukes.org/children-and-youth-formation) | 
Midweek Christian Formation (gracestlukes.org/midweek-
formation) | Thursday Men’s Fellowship (gracestlukes.org/
mens-fellowship) | Daytime Book Group (gracestlukes.org/
gsl-daytime-book-group)

Adults
GSL Daytime Book Group. We meet on the second 
Thursday of the month, from 11:30 a.m. 1 p.m. We will 
discuss This is Happiness by Niall Williams on December 
8. For more info, contact Janie Morris (tinyurl.com/
RealmJanieMorris)  or Carol Ann Mallory (tinyurl.com/
RealmCarolAnnMallory)  or visit gracestlukes.org/gsl-
daytime-book-group.

Sign Up Open for Overlooked Books of the Bible: 
Introduction to the Apocrypha Wednesdays, 
through December 7, 6 – 7 p.m. in the Peete Room. 
Join Dr. Dan Pigg for a closer look. For more information 
and to sign up, visit tinyurl.com/GSLApocrypha.

Learn More about the Episcopal Church: The 
classes take place on Sundays, October 30–December 18, 
from 12–1 p.m., and a light lunch is provided. For more 
information and to sign up or to learn more, contact Fr. 
Jesse Abell (jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org) (901-252-6330). 

Young Adults
December 1: Yoga with Anne Ayres in Trezevant, 5:30–
6:30 p.m.
December 8: Young Adult Trivia at Young Avenue Deli, 
6–8 p.m.
December 18: Young Adult Christmas Party with Holy 
Communion

Youth
Please note: Starting in December we will be change our 
EYC times to High School from 4–5 and Middle School 
from 5–6.
EYC December 4: Christmas Movies and Cookie 
Decorating. Meet in the Red Room
EYC December 11: Christmas Party with Gift Swap. Last 
EYC of the Year!
Tuesday Morning: High School Coffee Hours at Ugly 
Mug from 7:15–7:45 a.m.
Wednesday Morning: Middle School Biscuits & Bible 
in the Red Room from 7–7:45 a.m. 
Youth Confirmation Class: For seven weeks beginning 
November 6, Amzie Williams and Jenn Gibbs will lead the 
youth confirmation class for youth in grades 9–12. To sign 
up or learn more, contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org).

Children and Family Ministries
The Feast of St. Nicholas. Join us for a time of story, 
cookies and cocoa on Tuesday, December 6, at 6 p.m. in 
the nave. Leave your shoes outside!
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Community Engagement

Looking for a meaningful stocking stuffer? Why not 
honor someone you love with a gift to More Than A Meal? 
We depend on your holiday honorariums and memorials 
to help us feed and care for our midtown neighbors with 
hot meals and warm clothing throughout the cold winter 
months. Your generosity makes a huge difference in the 
lives of those we serve. From now through December 15, 
please send Abby Huber your list of recipients (minimum 
of $10 for each) with a check payable to GSL (note MTAM 
in memo line), and a handwritten card will be sent to each 
one. From all the volunteers at More Than A Meal, we thank 
you on behalf of all our guests, and may God Bless You!

Outreach Grants Awarded. The Grace-St. Luke’s 
Outreach Committee has awarded twelve grants for the 
2023 year, focusing on care for the sick; feeding, clothing 
and sheltering those in need; welcoming the stranger; and 
enabling children and families to overcome economic, 
education and health disparities. The total of $60,000 was 
awarded in two tiers:
Tier I : $6,000.
• A Step Ahead Foundation
• Dorothy Day House
• 2nd Chances / Midsouth Sober Living
• Multinational Memphis
• Samaritan Counseling Center
• Thistle & Bee
Tier II: $4,000.
• Advocates for Immigrant Rights
• Carpenter Arts Garden
• Kindred Place
• Lisieux Community
• Memphis Child Advocacy Center
• Neighborhood Christian Center
The Outreach Committee spent hours of homework, prayer, 
and meetings to make decisions under the leadership of 
the Rev. Laura F. Gettys. We are grateful to seek to serve 
as the hands and feet of Jesus. New committee members 
are welcome on the first Thursday of the month at 4:30 in 
the Lounge. 

Recreation and Wellness

Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice, Mondays, 
12-12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Details here (gracestlukes.
org/mindfulness).

Yoga with Anne, Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m. in Trezevant 
Hall. Details here. (gracestlukes.org/yoga)

Community Life

Sign Up to Provide Enhanced Refreshments 1st 
and 3rd Sundays. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, the 
Fellowship Committee enhances the refreshments to 
include dips & chips, muffins, donuts, and more to draw 
more people to Trezevant Hall after the 10:30 service. We 
have non-alcoholic drinks and other items each 1st and 
3rd Sunday. Coffee and water are available weekly. Anyone 
willing to assist with this new event, visit tinyurl.com/
GSLRefreshmentsSignup.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism will 
be administered during public worship at Grace-St. Luke’s 
during 2023 on the following dates: January 8, April 8, 
May 28, and November 5. For more information and to 
schedule a baptism, contact Membership and Stewardship 
Associate Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org ).

Altar Flowers Altar Flowers Made Possible By 
Parishioner Donations in Memory or Honor of 
Loved Ones. To share in this meaningful way, contact 
Communications Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@
gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6333). Flowers are $215 per 
Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving. 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may be 
donated for $25 per week.

Get plugged in! Explore the possibilities for volunteering 
and connecting at GSL. No matter where your interests 
lie, or how much time you can offer as a volunteer, there 
are so many ways you can engage with fellow parishioners 
and our wider community. From serving communion to 
reading along with the book club, sending notes of support 
to those in need or planning festive get-togethers, joining 
a men’s group or rocking babies in the nursery…the list 
goes on! Visit gracestlukes.org/get-plugged-in to see your 
options and decide where YOU can bring your energy and 
perspective.

Communication Submission Deadlines for eNews 
and Leaflet
• Monday, December 5, 10 a.m. for December 7 eNews 

and December 11 leaflet
Please email your eNews submissions and questions 
you might have about the eNews to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.
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The Prayer List
 
Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Carter Kaldon, Babiedoll 
Thomas, Ted Kays, Betsy Tate, Elizabeth Brewer, Bill Hanna, Judy Tucker, Lee Anne, David Abell, Lyla McAlexander, 
Brian Davies, Donald McLemore, Caroline Gardiner, Gala Hudson, Ann Lawyer, Lane Driscoll, Bettye Pittman, Will, 
Madelaine, Libby Burdick, Sandra Ireland, Dan Hope, and Sidney Hickey.
 
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Virginia Anne Montedonico Beaty and Hammond Cole. 
 
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Melissa Adams, Khaki Callan, Samuel Callan, Jack 
Gerber, Wakefield Gordon, Judy Heiter, Abby Huber, Will Hudson, Amy Kauerz, Jana Larson, Myron Mall, Myra 
McHugh, Paul Owens, Taylor Owens, Elizabeth Robinson, Blaney Rowe, Lee Schaffler, Doug Smith, Patrick Smith, 
Lynda Strickland, Bruce Taylor, Lorraine Taylor, Meg Thompson, Juliana White, and Betsy Wilson, and for those cel-
ebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Bradley Harris & Liz Deeley.
 
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational 
Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online 
Prayer Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be 
printed, will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential 
between the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the 
individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers 
and reflected in the worship service leaflet.



Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship

All music is reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, 
Recreation & Wellness Director; John H. Barnum, Director of Finance & Operations; Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, 
Communications Associate; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 
2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 
2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2023 Pledge
Make a 2023 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!


