
a festival of advent lessons & carols
the third sunday of advent

december 12, 2021 | 5 pm



Voluntaries
“Chorale Prelude on Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen”  Johannes Brahms
“Six Variations on Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen”  Gerald Near

The order of service follows the Advent Festival of Lessons and Music from The Book of Occasional Services 2003.

At the sound of the bell, all stand for the
Introit: “Holy is the true light” music: William H. Harris (1883-1973)
 words: translated from the Salisbury Diurnal by G.H. Palmer

Holy is the true light, and passing wonderful, lending radiance to them that endured in the heat of the conflict: from 
Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendor, wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore, with gladness evermore, 
Alleluia.

All remain standing and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 56, “O come, O come, Emmanuel”
 music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong Mode 1, Processionale (15th century), 
 Adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), arr. David Willcocks, descant Philip Ledger
 words: Latin c. 9th century, vers. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
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choir alone
all sing
all sing

lower voices
all sing

higher voices
all sing
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A Bidding Prayer 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message 
of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience 
unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his 
birth with hymns and songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and 
unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the help-
less; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little 
children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 
with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens 
above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

All sit. Read by Sam Shipley
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:1-15
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch 
it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and 
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust 
you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
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Carol: “This is the truth sent from above” music: English Folk Carol, arranged by R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
 words: English traditional 

Read by Barb Frazer
SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall 
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by 
what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness 
shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love; 
Therefore don’t turn me from your door, 
But hearken all, both rich and poor.

The first thing, which I do relate, 
That God at first did man create 
The next thing, which to you I tell, 
Woman was made with him to dwell.

Thus we were heirs to endless woes,
Till God the Lord did interpose
For so a promise soon did run
That He’d redeem us with a Son.

And at this season of the year  
Our blest Redeemer did appear  
He here did live, and here did preach,  
And many thousands He did teach.

Thus He in love to us behaved, 
To show us how we must be saved 
And if you want to know the way 
Be pleased to hear what He did say.



All stand to sing. 
Hymn 81, “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming” music: Es ist ein Ros entstprungen, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng (1599), 
 harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
 words: 1-2, German, 15th cent.; transl. Theodore Baker (1851-1934), 
 3 Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859) transl. Harriett Spaeth (1845-1925) ver. Hymnal 1940

All sit. Read by Dr. Patrick Scott
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble 
knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not 
even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
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Carol: “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come” music: Paul Manz (1919-2009)
 words: from Revelation 22, adapted Ruth Manz (1919-2008)

Read by Robin Wigginson
FOURTH LESSON: Baruch 4:36-5:9
The Scribe Baruch urges the people to look East because salvation is at hand. 

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. Look, your children are coming, 
whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory 
of God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory 
from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, 
“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children 
gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they went out 
from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make 
level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel 
at God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him.

Carol: “Never weather-beaten sail” music: Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 words: Thomas Campion (1567-1620)

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore, 
Never tired pilgrim’s limbs affected slumber more; 
Than my wary sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast. 
O come quickly, come quickly sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest!

Ever blooming are the joys of heaven’s high paradise,
Cold age deafs not there our ears, nor vapour dims our eyes; 
Glory there the sun outshines; whose beams the blessed only see. 
O come quickly glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to thee!

Read by Thor Kvande, Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School, Head of School
FIFTH LESSON: Zephaniah 3:14-18
The Lord will be amoung us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD 
has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your 
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove 
disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

Peace be to you and grace from him
Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed his blood
That we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord,
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come;
Sing holy, holy Lord!

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming soon!
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 



All stand to sing. 
Hymn 65: “Prepare the way, O Zion” music: Berden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697
 words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. Composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)

All sit. Read by Janet Wyatt
SIXTH LESSON: ISAIAH 40:1-5, 9-11
The prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes 
with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Carol: “There’s a voice in the wilderness” music: tune by H. Hugh Bancroft (1904-1988); arr. Craig Phillips (b. 1961)
 words: James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961), alt. 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
the valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places where the Lord our God may go!

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their King. 
Like the flowers of the field they perish, like grass our works decay, 
the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away;

but the word of our God endureth, the arm of the Lord is strong; 
he stands in the midst of nations, and he will right the wrong. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, the lambs he’ll gently hold; 
to pastures of peace he’ll lead them, and bring them safe to his fold.
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Read by David Work, Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs, Board of Directors President
SEVENTH LESSON: Isaiah 7:10-15
Isaiah foretells that a child shall be conceived who will be called Immanuel, “God with us”

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But 
Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by 
the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Carol: “A maiden most gentle” music: French traditional melody, arr. Andrew Carter (b. 1939)
 words: Andrew Carter, paraphrased from St. Bede, the Venerable (ca. 672/673-735)

Read by Khaki Callan
EIGHTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The 
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her.

Carol: “There is no Rose” music: Howard Helvey (b. 1968)
 words: Luke 1: 28, 42; 15th-century traditional Latin prayer

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu. Alleluia. 
For in this rose contained was heaven and earth in little space; Resmiranda.
By that rose we may well see that he is God in persons three, Pariforma.
The angels sungen the shepherds to: Gloria in excelsis Deo: Gaudeamus. 
Leave we all this worldy mirth, and follow we this joyful birth; Transeamus.

All stand. Read by The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
NINTH LESSON: Luke 1:39-55
Mary rejoices in God our Savior. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will 
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A maiden most gentle and tender we sing:
Of Mary the mother of Jesus our King. 
Ave Maria.

How blessed is the birth of her heavenly child, 
Who came to redeem us in Mary so mild
Ave Maria. 

The archangel Gabriel foretold by his call
The Lord of creation, and Saviour of all.
Ave Maria. 

Rejoice and be glad at the Christmas we pray;
Sing praise to the Saviour, sing endless ‘Ave’.
Ave Maria. 



call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear 
him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according 
to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

All remain standing for the

Magnificat music: A. Herbert Brewer in D (1865-1928)
 text: Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his 
handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified 
me; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent 
empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham 
and his seed, forever. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

All sit. 
The Greetings

The Collect
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins,
let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the 
light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 
constant in love. Amen. 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 
Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen.
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All stand.
The Procession: Hymn 57, “Lo! he comes with clouds descending”
 music: Helmsley, melody by August Arne (1710-1778), descant Christopher Robinson
 words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Voluntary: “Improvisation” Patrick A. Scott
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Musicians, Clergy, and Lay Ministers

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
Canterbury Choir

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster

The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Artistic Director of the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir

Debbie Smith, Assistant Director of the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
Sidney Hickey, Verger

Samuel Callan & Hunter Rittenberry, Crucifers

This service of Lessons and Carols is made possible 
by the generous gifts made to the Grace-St. Luke’s Music Guild. 

We are grateful for your contributions and continued support of the Grace-St. Luke’s Music Ministry.

Chorister Program at GSL
 

 If you have or know of a child who would like to be a part of 
our chorister program for children and youth, please contact us:

 
St. Cecilia Choir (Senior Kindergarten – 2nd grade)

Wednesdays 4-4:30 p.m.
Debbie Smith, dsmith@gracestlukes.org

 
Canterbury Choir (3rd grade – 6th grade)

This choir sings periodically throughout the year, mostly on Sunday mornings
Wednesdays 6-6:50 p.m.

Debbie Smith, dsmith@gracestlukes.org
 

The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir (3rd grade – boy voice change and 12th grade for girls)
This choir sings periodically throughout the year on Sunday afternoons and for special services

Mondays & Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Dr. Patrick Scott, pscott@gracestlukes.org
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Lord Jesus, Quickly Come. Nothing could be truer 
than the world’s need for Jesus to come quickly. Mindful 
of human brokenness, despair, division, longing, and the 
absence of the reconciliation to which all are called by God, 
our Advent prayer for the Lord Jesus to come quickly is a 
prayer, I believe, to save us from ourselves. On the Second 
Sunday of Advent, the Grace-St. Luke’s Choir offered a 
beautiful rendition of 1953 motet”E’en So, Lord Jesus, 
Quickly Come” (youtu.be/qjtMJxtoooI) by Paul Manz. I 
suspect the 1953 world was struggling with the same and 
some similar issues of the 2021 world. Godspeed as we 
journey through Advent, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, 
Rector (Read full text: gracestlukes.org/news/lord-jesus-
quickly-come.)

This Week and Next

Annual Meeting Highlights. The December 5 Annual 
Meeting of the Parish was rich with prayers, song, and 
energy from those who attended. 184 people participated 
in electing the Vestry Class of 2024 (Bill Abernathy, 
Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams). 
Later that day, 2022 Officers (Senior Warden Andy Nix, 
Junior Warden Anna Robbins, Clerk Paula Sappington) 
were elected during a Called Vestry meeting for their 
duties to take effect in January. (Read the December 6 
Annual Meeting Highlights from the Rector: mailchi.mp/
gracestlukes/annual-meeting-highlights-from-the-rector.)

Bye Bye Just A Meal. Welcome back More Than A 
Meal. Alleluia! After 21 months serving sack sandwiches 
outside, we moved inside to Trezevant Hall for More Than 
A Meal Sunday, December 5, from 4 to 5 p.m. Using Covid 
protocols, masks, social distancing and limiting crowds, we 
feel safe with our inside plan. New is our SignUpGenius 
for volunteers. Please go to gracestlukes.org/MTAM and 
click on the blue link: Volunteer Sign Up Here. Each job 
is listed for the month and needs your help.

A Festival of Nine Advent Lessons & Carols,TODAY 
at 5 p.m. The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir, Canterbury Choir, 
and The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir will present a Festival 
of Advent Lessons and Carols using readings, carols, and 
hymns for Advent as we await the coming of the Christ 
Child. The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first 
celebrated at King’s College, Cambridge on Christmas Eve, 
1918. The service is available in person as well as livestream 
(gracestlukes.org/live, facebook.com/gracestlukes, 
youtube.com/gracestlukes).
Choir selections: “Holy is the true light” (William Harris), 
“This is the truth sent from above” (Ralph Vaughan 
Williams), “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come” (Paul Manz), 
“Never weather-beaten sail” (Charles Wood), “A maiden 
most gentle” (Andrew Carter), “There is no rose” (Howard 
Helvey), “Magnificat in D”(Herbert Brewer).
NURSERY AVAILABLE.

Christmas Altar Flowers, December 15, Deadline. 
If you would like to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one for Christmas flowers, you may send 
a check to the church office (1720 Peabody Ave., 38104, 
ATTN: Lucy Owens) listing the names of those you would 
like remembered. You can also give us your name(s) and 
donate online at gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving. Follow 
the “Memorials & Honoraria / Make a donation for altar 
flowers link.” If received by December 15, these names will 
be listed in the Christmas leaflets. December 15 is also the 
deadline for any memorials and honorariums that you 
would like acknowledged before Christmas.

Social Justice Monthly Meeting, December 19. 
The Social Justice Community is gathering at noon on the 
3rd Sunday of each month in Trezevant Hall. On Sunday, 
December 19, from 12-1 p.m., join us as we take a deeper 
dive into the Becoming Beloved Community initiative 
of the national Episcopal Church. We will consider the 
vision of Beloved Community and how Grace-St. Luke’s is 
currently participating in it, as well as ways we can expand 
our involvement and grow as “reconcilers, justice-makers, 
and healers in the name of Christ.” We will engage with 
the labyrinth as a symbol of our individual and common 
journeys toward Beloved Community. All ages are welcome 
to join us! Light snacks will be provided.

The Episcopal Bookshop is ready to help you with your 
Advent and holiday needs. During Advent, the Bookshop 
is open Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Address: 672 Poplar Ave.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services 
gracestlukes.org/events/christmas-services
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. Festival Eucharist with Organ 

and Brass
• Christmas Eve at 9 p.m. Festival Eucharist with Organ 

and Brass
• Christmas Day at 10 a.m. Festival Eucharist with Organ

Upcoming eNews & Leaflet Deadlines
• Dec. 15 eNews | Dec. 19 leaflets: 
  deadline Dec. 13, 10 a.m.
• Dec. 22 eNews | Dec. 24 leaflets, Dec. 25 leaflets, 
  Dec. 26 leaflets: deadline Dec. 15, 10 a.m.
• Dec. 29 eNews | Jan. 2 leaflets: 
  deadline Dec. 20, 10 a.m.
Please email your submissions to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

Continue reading for important information 
about this Sunday’s Formation, Worship, & 
Music offerings for all ages, Stewardship update, 
Recreation & Wellness, Community Life notices, 
and more.
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Christian Formation
Advent Devotional Resources for Individual 
and Households. Explore gracestlukes.org/discover/
spiritual-guidance to enrich your spiritual journey.

Advent Bible Study with the Clergy. Enrich your 
Advent observance by joining a priest and fellow 
parishioners for a 45-minute study and meditation on the 
Gospels chosen for the four Sundays of Advent. Participants 
may choose from and sign up for either Wednesday, 
December 15, 6 to 6:45 p.m. on Zoom or Thursday, 
December 16, noon to 12:45 p.m. in Trezevant Hall. For 
more details and sign up information, visit gracestlukes.
org/midweek-formation.

Adults. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday, December 12, 9:30-10:15 a.m. The 
Wideness of Music at GSL with Dr. Patrick Scott 
& Guests, Alisa Horn, Kelly Herrmann & Elizabeth 
Hornor, in person and online via gracestlukes.org/live, 
facebook.com/live and youtube.com/live. Today, we are 
blessed with a wideness of music that’s worth celebrating, 
including cello, flute, guitar, jazz, piano, and more at the 
Sunday 5:00 contemplative service, seasonal services of 
choral evensong, concerts and recitals, Belvedere Music 
Festival (by Luna Nova Music), and the Fall 2021 welcome 
of the Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs to GSL 
following a 33-year-home at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
Don’t miss this session with Dr. Patrick Scott and guest 
musicians. Looking Ahead, December 19: A Preview of the 
Winter-Spring Formation Offerings with the Rev. Ollie V. 
Rencher and the Rev. Jesse W. Abell. Check out the exciting 
fall lineup of Sunday Formation offerings and more, visit 
gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Christmas Pageant. The Christmas Pageant is returning 
in person this year! It will be on December 24 at 3pm. 
There will be a rehearsal on December 19 at 11:45 a.m. 
(immediately following the 10:30 service) for all who 
are able to come. Arrive at 2:15 p.m. in Trezevant Hall 
the day of the pageant. Sign up is available here: tinyurl.
com/2021ChristmasPageant.

Children’s Formation. We are using Godly Play for the 
season of Advent for Pre-K through 3rd grade in the Green 
Room. I’d love to invite you to read more about Godly Play 
at godlyplayfoundation.org, or feel free to reach out to Mary 
Shea at msquach@gracestlukes.org. 4th and 5th graders 
will learn about the wonderful season of Advent through 
the prophets in the Purple Room. Children’s Formation is 
from 9:30-10:15. All are invited to Children’s Chapel in the 
lounge during the 10:30 service.

Nursery. The nursery is open every Sunday from 8-12. 
We have wonderful nursery staff who are ready to love on 
your little ones every week!

For more information and to be added to the 
Children’s Formation email list, please contact 
Director of Children’s Formation Mary Shea Quach at 
msquach@gracestlukes.org.

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Moring Formation in the Red Room from 
9:30-10:15. Join Amzie and Maxie for an Advent Bible 
study using MyFaithLens.

EYC, Christmas Movie Night, Grades 6-12 meet 
together from 3-5 p.m. Spread some holiday cheer in the 
Red Room with the classic, Elf, hot cocoa, popcorn, & fresh 
cookies!

Angel Tree is returning to GSL this Christmas, to help 
provide gifts and essentials to children and families in 
Memphis. To sign up for an Angel, follow this link: tinyurl.
com/GSLAngelTree.

Confirmation, led by Amzie and Maxie, is open to 
any baptized youth in grades 9-12 and will be offered 
this winter over the course of 8 weeks. We will meet on 
Sundays starting February 6. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/
YouthConf2021.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Worship and Music
Sarum Blue for Advent. For Advent, GSL and many 
worldwide faith communities adorn their worship spaces 
with Sarum “blue” (color historically associated with the 
Virgin Mary, waiting, patience, images of the sky in Advent 
scripture). This change of color in the paraments for the 
chancel and sanctuary and the presence of the Advent 
wreath with five symbolic candles are among a variety of 
changes that come with this new season. Pentecost, our 
“green” and longest season of the church year calendar, 
culminated on Christ the King Sunday.
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SUNDAY
The Rev. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, to preach 
Sunday, December 12, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with organ, in person.
8:45 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time, 8:45-9:30.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes). 
Choral anthem today: “Rejoice in the Lord always” 
(Anonymous) Choral anthem December 12: “Magnificat, 
Collegium Regale” (Herbert Howells)
5 p.m. A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols.  Details 
on page 8.

Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a 
child who would like to be a part of our chorister program 
for children and youth and would like more information, 
visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs. Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.

Mark Your Calendars!
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ 
and Brass

• Christmas Eve at 9 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ 
and Brass

• Christmas Day at 10 a.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ

Recreation and Wellness

Mindfulness Sessions starting Monday, January 
24, 2022. Mindfulness is a form of light meditation where 
one sits quietly, paying attention on purpose, to the present 
moment, without judgment. There is nothing mysterious 
about it; it is a very practical form of light meditation. 
In as little as eight weeks, one can experience decreased 
anxiety, a greater sense of calm and well-being, and lowered 
blood pressure. Read more here: gracestlukes.org/news/
mindfulness-sessions.

What to Expect From the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season. Please see the Top 10 Basketball flyer by following 
this link (gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/
Top_10_list_Basketball_20212022_parent_version.pdf). 
The flyer contains important information pertaining to 
season dates for team practices, games, uniforms, photos, 
etc.

Yoga with Anne. Now is the time to try that yoga class 
you’ve been meaning to join. Anne Ayres has been teaching 
yoga to patients and staff at the VA for many years and is 
delighted to be offering a weekly class at GSL Church. The 
class will be open to all levels from beginner to seasoned 
practitioner with modifications offered. Please refer to 
this link for all details. (gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-
anne)

Pickleball and GSL. The growth of this sport, Pickleball, 
speaks to the essence of the game—it is inclusive, accessible, 
easy to learn (challenging to master), doable for all shapes 
and sizes, for all ages and for all athletic/non-athletic ability 
levels. Please look at this link for more information about 
the GSL Community and PICKLEBALL. (gracestlukes.org/
news/pickleball-and-gsl)

Community Life

Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Download 
(or pick up a copy at the information center in the church 
hallway) the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. 
Inside this issue: Updates from the Rector and Associate 
Rectors, Reflections on Advent, Stewardship Update, 
Special Friends, Book Group, News from Outreach and 
Social Justice, Recreation & Wellness, Formation for all 
ages, Music at GSL, Pastoral Care Update, News from the 
School, Memorials, Membership News, and Festive Advent, 
Christmas & Epiphany services. Visit gracestlukes.org/
the-messenger to download this issue.

AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re 
looking for a couple of folks who would like to be a part 
of the AV/Photography Team at GSL. This includes the 
livestreaming of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and 
formation offerings (vimeo.com/615242223) and taking 
photos of special events (like Blessing of the Animals: 
tinyurl.com/GSLPetBlessingPhotos). If this is something 
you have experience with and you’d like to be a part of this 
ministry at GSL, contact Communications Associate Lucy 
Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. 
Follow this link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. 
(gracestlukes.org/news/covid19) All persons, regardless 
of vaccination status and except for children two years 
and younger, are required to wear masks when gathered 
indoors for worship, fellowship, formation, small groups, 
and more.   
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for  Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Charles Chandler, Carter 
Kaldon, Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, David, Jade, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Nancy Willis, Rebecca Johnson, 
Elizabeth Brewer, the Morehead family, Carolyn Kaldon, and Chyniece Matthews.
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially  William Edward Morehead, father of Robert Morehead, 
and those who have died from coronavirus.
We give thanks for the Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations given to the glory of God and in memory 
of Thomas Hogan Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis 
Houser, Kathryn Houser, and Harriss Siler. 
We give thanks for the altar flowers given in memory of McNeill Ayres, Mildred Wilkerson Ayres, and George Louis 
Seay Sr. by Jimpsie and Warren Ayres. 
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Rebecca Burnett, Keith Campbell, Darrin Davidson, Michael 
Davis, Liz Deeley, Natalie Hendry, Brenda Hudson, Jenny Johnson, Turner Morehead, Jennifer Rivera, Gwin Robbins, Donna 
Sanders, Caroline Shepherd, Ella Smith, Scott Stegbauer, Thomas Stephenson, Carolyn Wills, Virginia Woo-Rasberry,and  
John Wynne, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially John Weeden & Lyle Wardlaw, Kevin & Gabrielle 
Davidson, Steven & Allison King, and the Rev. Ollie & Mrs. Ellie Rencher.
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life As-
sociate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer Request 
Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will be listed for 
one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy and the indi-
vidual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a member of the 
clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!
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All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Deven Jackson, Nursery Staff; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, 
Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, 
Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation; Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship


