
the third sunday of advent
the holy eucharist: rite two

december 12, 2021 | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according to 
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by the 
congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of the BCP 
online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. During this 
service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice personal pieties that 
might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the gift of your presence for 
our worship of God.

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher  Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell
Assisting: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Divinum mysterium”  Wilbur Held

Welcome and Announcements

Observing the Advent Wreath
Celebrant  Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. The first 

candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and the third candle is JOY.
Scripture Scripture Isaiah 55:12 – You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills 
 will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
Prayer Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the Holy Spirit. Fill us with your joy, 

and help us shine as a light to the world. Through Jesus Christ, who makes our joy complete. Amen.



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 68, “Rejoice! Rejoice, believers” 
    music: Llangloffan, melody from Hymnau a Thonau er Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865 
    words: Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B Findlater (1823-1907), alt. 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Kyrie eleison music: S 88, McNeil Robinson II (1943-2015)

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has 
taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow 
weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will 
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so 
that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather 
the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at 
the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 
your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus (Isaiah 12:2) Plainchant Tone II.1

 ANTIPHON cantor, then repeated by all 

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
 I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
 and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
 from the springs of salvation.     all sing the ANTIPHON
And on that day you shall say, *
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  all sing the ANTIPHON
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
 and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. all sing the ANTIPHON

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

All stand and sing 
The Sequence: Hymn 56, stanzas 5-6, “O come, O come, Emmanuel” 
    music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong Mode 1, Processionale (15th century), 
    Adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), arr. David Willcocks, descant Philip Ledger
    words: Latin c. 9th century, vers. Hymnal 1940, alt.
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The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  3:7-18
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, 
“What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 
we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell

The Priest invites the People to stand for the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain standing or kneel for 
The Prayers of People – adapted from Advent Prayers of St. Mary’s Cathedral Memphis

O Wisdom: You come and reach from beginning to end, mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your 
church and our earthly governments, remembering especially Justin, Archbishop; Michael, Presiding Bishop; Phoebe, 
Diocesan Bishop; our President Joe, County Mayor Lee, City Mayor Jim, and all who hold positions of public authority; for 
the people and clergy throughout The Episcopal Church, the Anglican Communion, and the world. Be present in ordering 
the life of this and every congregation.
Come and teach us the way of wisdom and open hearts.

O Root of Jesse: We pray for peace and justice in Memphis, in every nation, and throughout the world. Be present to all 
whose lives are ravaged by war and violence; especially we hold before you those who serve this country abroad. Guide 
the leaders of this and every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.
Come and root us in your wide and saving love.

O Key of David: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed and destitute, for the homeless, for 
prisoners, and all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead to poverty, injustice, and further away 
from beloved community and the kingdom of God.
Come and fling wide the doors of our hearts.



O Holy Comforter: We lift up all who are suffering and in need, especially those reflected on the Prayer List of this service 
leaflet. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous and 
help us minister to them in your love.
Come and sustain us with your comforting grace.

O Light Eternal: Shine your light on those who have died; remember especially William Edward Morehead, father of Robert 
Morehead, those in whose memory the altar flowers are given: McNeill Ayres, Mildred Wilkerson Ayres, and George Louis 
Seay Sr., and for those in whose memory the Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations are given: Thomas Hogan Sr., F.M. 
Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis Houser, Kathryn Houser, 
and Harriss Siler; bring comfort to all those who mourn, who are sick, who are lonely, and who are sad, especially during 
the winter holiday season. 
Come and shine on all who sit in darkness and shadow.
O Emmanuel: God with us, Expected One, we give thanks for all the blessings of this life; for all who celebrate birthdays 
and anniversaries this week; for the other blessings we now name silently or aloud. Silence. 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
Come and dwell among us.
Then, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
After an offertory sentence, God’s Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is offered. 
Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. To offer a financial gift with your 
smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to 
give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before the Great Thanksgiving, 
offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, 
newcomers, and any friends as the finance committee prepares a budget draft before the December 5 Annual Meeting: visit gracestlukes.org/pledge 
or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem: “Rejoice in the Lord alway”  music: Anon. 16th century
  words: Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice. Let your softness be known unto all men: the Lord is even at hand. 
Be careful for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication, let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen.
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The Presentation: Hymn 444, “Blessed be the God of Israel” music: Thornbury, Basil Harwood (1859-1949)
  words: Michael A Perry (b. 1942), alt.; para. of The Song of Zechariah

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth: Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 127, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
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The Fraction Anthem music: Picardy, French carol, 17th century; 
 melody from Chansons populaires de Provinces de France, 1860
 words: c.275 AD, subsequently adopted into the 4th c. Liturgy of St James

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.

Communion Hymn 60: “Creator of the stars of night”  music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4 
  words: Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
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During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping 
and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come 
into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me 
in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light 
of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant 
in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 
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All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 67, “Comfort, comfort ye my people” music: Psalm 42, melody Claude Goudimel (1514-1572) 
     words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)

The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “Postlude on Comfort, comfort ye my people” Gerald Near

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Preacher

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting
Khaki Callan, Crucifer

Anne Ayres, Lector
Bill Abernathy, Johnny Norris, Welcome Hosts and Ushers

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Staff Singers
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Lord Jesus, Quickly Come. Nothing could be truer 
than the world’s need for Jesus to come quickly. Mindful 
of human brokenness, despair, division, longing, and the 
absence of the reconciliation to which all are called by God, 
our Advent prayer for the Lord Jesus to come quickly is a 
prayer, I believe, to save us from ourselves. On the Second 
Sunday of Advent, the Grace-St. Luke’s Choir offered a 
beautiful rendition of 1953 motet”E’en So, Lord Jesus, 
Quickly Come” (youtu.be/qjtMJxtoooI) by Paul Manz. I 
suspect the 1953 world was struggling with the same and 
some similar issues of the 2021 world. Godspeed as we 
journey through Advent, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, 
Rector (Read full text: gracestlukes.org/news/lord-jesus-
quickly-come.)

This Week and Next

Annual Meeting Highlights. The December 5 Annual 
Meeting of the Parish was rich with prayers, song, and 
energy from those who attended. 184 people participated 
in electing the Vestry Class of 2024 (Bill Abernathy, 
Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams). 
Later that day, 2022 Officers (Senior Warden Andy Nix, 
Junior Warden Anna Robbins, Clerk Paula Sappington) 
were elected during a Called Vestry meeting for their 
duties to take effect in January. (Read the December 6 
Annual Meeting Highlights from the Rector: mailchi.mp/
gracestlukes/annual-meeting-highlights-from-the-rector.)

Bye Bye Just A Meal. Welcome back More Than A 
Meal. Alleluia! After 21 months serving sack sandwiches 
outside, we moved inside to Trezevant Hall for More Than 
A Meal Sunday, December 5, from 4 to 5 p.m. Using Covid 
protocols, masks, social distancing and limiting crowds, we 
feel safe with our inside plan. New is our SignUpGenius 
for volunteers. Please go to gracestlukes.org/MTAM and 
click on the blue link: Volunteer Sign Up Here. Each job 
is listed for the month and needs your help.

A Festival of Nine Advent Lessons & Carols,TODAY 
at 5 p.m. The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir, Canterbury Choir, 
and The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir will present a Festival 
of Advent Lessons and Carols using readings, carols, and 
hymns for Advent as we await the coming of the Christ 
Child. The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first 
celebrated at King’s College, Cambridge on Christmas Eve, 
1918. The service is available in person as well as livestream 
(gracestlukes.org/live, facebook.com/gracestlukes, 
youtube.com/gracestlukes).
Choir selections: “Holy is the true light” (William Harris), 
“This is the truth sent from above” (Ralph Vaughan 
Williams), “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come” (Paul Manz), 
“Never weather-beaten sail” (Charles Wood), “A maiden 
most gentle” (Andrew Carter), “There is no rose” (Howard 
Helvey), “Magnificat in D”(Herbert Brewer).
NURSERY AVAILABLE.

Christmas Altar Flowers, December 15, Deadline. 
If you would like to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one for Christmas flowers, you may send 
a check to the church office (1720 Peabody Ave., 38104, 
ATTN: Lucy Owens) listing the names of those you would 
like remembered. You can also give us your name(s) and 
donate online at gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving. Follow 
the “Memorials & Honoraria / Make a donation for altar 
flowers link.” If received by December 15, these names will 
be listed in the Christmas leaflets. December 15 is also the 
deadline for any memorials and honorariums that you 
would like acknowledged before Christmas.

Social Justice Monthly Meeting, December 19. 
The Social Justice Community is gathering at noon on the 
3rd Sunday of each month in Trezevant Hall. On Sunday, 
December 19, from 12-1 p.m., join us as we take a deeper 
dive into the Becoming Beloved Community initiative 
of the national Episcopal Church. We will consider the 
vision of Beloved Community and how Grace-St. Luke’s is 
currently participating in it, as well as ways we can expand 
our involvement and grow as “reconcilers, justice-makers, 
and healers in the name of Christ.” We will engage with 
the labyrinth as a symbol of our individual and common 
journeys toward Beloved Community. All ages are welcome 
to join us! Light snacks will be provided.

The Episcopal Bookshop is ready to help you with your 
Advent and holiday needs. During Advent, the Bookshop 
is open Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Address: 672 Poplar Ave.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services 
gracestlukes.org/events/christmas-services
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. Festival Eucharist with Organ 

and Brass
• Christmas Eve at 9 p.m. Festival Eucharist with Organ 

and Brass
• Christmas Day at 10 a.m. Festival Eucharist with Organ

Upcoming eNews & Leaflet Deadlines
• Dec. 15 eNews | Dec. 19 leaflets: 
  deadline Dec. 13, 10 a.m.
• Dec. 22 eNews | Dec. 24 leaflets, Dec. 25 leaflets, 
  Dec. 26 leaflets: deadline Dec. 15, 10 a.m.
• Dec. 29 eNews | Jan. 2 leaflets: 
  deadline Dec. 20, 10 a.m.
Please email your submissions to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

Continue reading for important information 
about this Sunday’s Formation, Worship, & 
Music offerings for all ages, Stewardship update, 
Recreation & Wellness, Community Life notices, 
and more.
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2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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Christian Formation
Advent Devotional Resources for Individual 
and Households. Explore gracestlukes.org/discover/
spiritual-guidance to enrich your spiritual journey.

Advent Bible Study with the Clergy. Enrich your 
Advent observance by joining a priest and fellow 
parishioners for a 45-minute study and meditation on the 
Gospels chosen for the four Sundays of Advent. Participants 
may choose from and sign up for either Wednesday, 
December 15, 6 to 6:45 p.m. on Zoom or Thursday, 
December 16, noon to 12:45 p.m. in Trezevant Hall. For 
more details and sign up information, visit gracestlukes.
org/midweek-formation.

Adults. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday, December 12, 9:30-10:15 a.m. The 
Wideness of Music at GSL with Dr. Patrick Scott 
& Guests, Alisa Horn, Kelly Herrmann & Elizabeth 
Hornor, in person and online via gracestlukes.org/live, 
facebook.com/live and youtube.com/live. Today, we are 
blessed with a wideness of music that’s worth celebrating, 
including cello, flute, guitar, jazz, piano, and more at the 
Sunday 5:00 contemplative service, seasonal services of 
choral evensong, concerts and recitals, Belvedere Music 
Festival (by Luna Nova Music), and the Fall 2021 welcome 
of the Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs to GSL 
following a 33-year-home at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
Don’t miss this session with Dr. Patrick Scott and guest 
musicians. Looking Ahead, December 19: A Preview of the 
Winter-Spring Formation Offerings with the Rev. Ollie V. 
Rencher and the Rev. Jesse W. Abell. Check out the exciting 
fall lineup of Sunday Formation offerings and more, visit 
gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Christmas Pageant. The Christmas Pageant is returning 
in person this year! It will be on December 24 at 3pm. 
There will be a rehearsal on December 19 at 11:45 a.m. 
(immediately following the 10:30 service) for all who 
are able to come. Arrive at 2:15 p.m. in Trezevant Hall 
the day of the pageant. Sign up is available here: tinyurl.
com/2021ChristmasPageant.

Children’s Formation. We are using Godly Play for the 
season of Advent for Pre-K through 3rd grade in the Green 
Room. I’d love to invite you to read more about Godly Play 
at godlyplayfoundation.org, or feel free to reach out to Mary 
Shea at msquach@gracestlukes.org. 4th and 5th graders 
will learn about the wonderful season of Advent through 
the prophets in the Purple Room. Children’s Formation is 
from 9:30-10:15. All are invited to Children’s Chapel in the 
lounge during the 10:30 service.

Nursery. The nursery is open every Sunday from 8-12. 
We have wonderful nursery staff who are ready to love on 
your little ones every week!

For more information and to be added to the 
Children’s Formation email list, please contact 
Director of Children’s Formation Mary Shea Quach at 
msquach@gracestlukes.org.

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Moring Formation in the Red Room from 
9:30-10:15. Join Amzie and Maxie for an Advent Bible 
study using MyFaithLens.

EYC, Christmas Movie Night, Grades 6-12 meet 
together from 3-5 p.m. Spread some holiday cheer in the 
Red Room with the classic, Elf, hot cocoa, popcorn, & fresh 
cookies!

Angel Tree is returning to GSL this Christmas to help 
provide gifts and essentials to children and families in 
Memphis. To sign up for an Angel, follow this link: tinyurl.
com/GSLAngelTree.

Confirmation, led by Amzie and Maxie, is open to 
any baptized youth in grades 9-12 and will be offered 
this winter over the course of 8 weeks. We will meet on 
Sundays starting February 6. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/
YouthConf2021.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Worship and Music
Sarum Blue for Advent. For Advent, GSL and many 
worldwide faith communities adorn their worship spaces 
with Sarum “blue” (color historically associated with the 
Virgin Mary, waiting, patience, images of the sky in Advent 
scripture). This change of color in the paraments for the 
chancel and sanctuary and the presence of the Advent 
wreath with five symbolic candles are among a variety of 
changes that come with this new season. Pentecost, our 
“green” and longest season of the church year calendar, 
culminated on Christ the King Sunday.
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SUNDAY
The Rev. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, to preach 
Sunday, December 12, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with organ, in person.
8:45 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time, 8:45-9:30.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes). 
Choral anthem today: “Rejoice in the Lord always” 
(Anonymous) Choral anthem December 12: “Magnificat, 
Collegium Regale” (Herbert Howells)
5 p.m. A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols. Details 
on page 8.

Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a 
child who would like to be a part of our chorister program 
for children and youth and would like more information, 
visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs. Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.

Mark Your Calendars!
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ 
and Brass

• Christmas Eve at 9 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ 
and Brass

• Christmas Day at 10 a.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ

Recreation and Wellness

Mindfulness Sessions starting Monday, January 
24, 2022. Mindfulness is a form of light meditation where 
one sits quietly, paying attention on purpose, to the present 
moment, without judgment. There is nothing mysterious 
about it; it is a very practical form of light meditation. 
In as little as eight weeks, one can experience decreased 
anxiety, a greater sense of calm and well-being, and lowered 
blood pressure. Read more here: gracestlukes.org/news/
mindfulness-sessions.

What to Expect From the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season. Please see the Top 10 Basketball flyer by following 
this link (gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/
Top_10_list_Basketball_20212022_parent_version.pdf). 
The flyer contains important information pertaining to 
season dates for team practices, games, uniforms, photos, 
etc.

Yoga with Anne. Now is the time to try that yoga class 
you’ve been meaning to join. Anne Ayres has been teaching 
yoga to patients and staff at the VA for many years and is 
delighted to be offering a weekly class at GSL Church. The 
class will be open to all levels from beginner to seasoned 
practitioner with modifications offered. Please refer to 
this link for all details. (gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-
anne)

Pickleball and GSL. The growth of this sport, Pickleball, 
speaks to the essence of the game—it is inclusive, accessible, 
easy to learn (challenging to master), doable for all shapes 
and sizes, for all ages and for all athletic/non-athletic ability 
levels. Please look at this link for more information about 
the GSL Community and PICKLEBALL. (gracestlukes.org/
news/pickleball-and-gsl)

Community Life

Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Download 
(or pick up a copy at the information center in the church 
hallway) the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. 
Inside this issue: Updates from the Rector and Associate 
Rectors, Reflections on Advent, Stewardship Update, 
Special Friends, Book Group, News from Outreach and 
Social Justice, Recreation & Wellness, Formation for all 
ages, Music at GSL, Pastoral Care Update, News from the 
School, Memorials, Membership News, and Festive Advent, 
Christmas & Epiphany services. Visit gracestlukes.org/
the-messenger to download this issue.

AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re 
looking for a couple of folks who would like to be a part 
of the AV/Photography Team at GSL. This includes the 
livestreaming of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and 
formation offerings (vimeo.com/615242223) and taking 
photos of special events (like Blessing of the Animals: 
tinyurl.com/GSLPetBlessingPhotos). If this is something 
you have experience with and you’d like to be a part of this 
ministry at GSL, contact Communications Associate Lucy 
Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. 
Follow this link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. 
(gracestlukes.org/news/covid19) All persons, regardless 
of vaccination status and except for children two years 
and younger, are required to wear masks when gathered 
indoors for worship, fellowship, formation, small groups, 
and more. 
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Charles Chandler, Carter Kaldon, 
Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, David, Jade, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Nancy Willis, Rebecca Johnson, 
Elizabeth Brewer, the Morehead family, Carolyn Kaldon, and Chyniece Matthews.
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially William Edward Morehead, father of Robert Morehead, 
and those who have died from coronavirus.
We give thanks for the Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations given to the glory of God and in memory 
of Thomas Hogan Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis 
Houser, Kathryn Houser, and Harriss Siler. 
We give thanks for the altar flowers given in memory of McNeill Ayres, Mildred Wilkerson Ayres, and George Louis 
Seay Sr. by Jimpsie and Warren Ayres. 
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Rebecca Burnett, Keith Campbell, Darrin Davidson, Michael 
Davis, Liz Deeley, Natalie Hendry, Brenda Hudson, Jenny Johnson, Turner Morehead, Jennifer Rivera, Gwin Robbins, Donna 
Sanders, Caroline Shepherd, Ella Smith, Scott Stegbauer, Thomas Stephenson, Carolyn Wills, Virginia Woo-Rasberry,and  
John Wynne, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially John Weeden & Lyle Wardlaw, Kevin & Gabrielle 
Davidson, Steven & Allison King, and the Rev. Ollie & Mrs. Ellie Rencher.
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life As-
sociate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer Request 
Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will be listed for 
one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy and the indi-
vidual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a member of the 
clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!



All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Deven Jackson, Nursery Staff; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, 
Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, 
Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation; Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


