
a festival of advent lessons & carols
the third sunday of advent

december 11, 2022 | 5 pm



The order of service follows the Advent Festival of Lessons and Music from The Book of Occasional Services 2018. Prior to the procession, incense 
(hypoallergenic and mild) is added to the thurible (censer) by the Celebrant and will be added at other points during worship. Our Anglican-
Episcopal heritage has used this ancient and modern tradition for centuries to diversify liturgical expression, which Grace-St. Luke’s will observe 
occasionally throughout the year. “Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice.” - Psalm 141

Voluntaries
“Chorale Prelude on Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen”  Johannes Brahms
“Six Variations on Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen”  Gerald Near

At the sound of the bell, all stand for the Introit sung from the Narthex.
Introit: “O lux beatissima” music: Howard Helvey (b. 1968) 
 words: from the Whitsundtide sequence Veni Sancte Spiritus 
 attr. Stephan Langton (d. 1228), Archbishop of Canterbury 

All remain standing and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 56, “O come, O come, Emmanuel”
 music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong Mode 1, Processionale (15th century), 
 Adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), arr. David Willcocks, descant Philip Ledger
 words: Latin c. 9th century, vers. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
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O lux beatissima,
Reple cordis intima
Tuorum fidelium.

Sine tuo numine, 
Nihil est in homine,
Nihil est innoxium.  

choir alone
all sing
all sing

lower voices
all sing

higher voices
all sing

O light most blessed, 
Fill the inmost heart
Of all thy faithful.

Without your grace,
There is nothing in us, 
Nothing that is not harmful.
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A Bidding Prayer 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the 
message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience 
unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance 
of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission 
and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the 
helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and 
the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved 
his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath 
taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the 
citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

All sit. Read by Ellie Barksdale
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:1-15
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord 
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days 
of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your 
head, and you will strike his heel.”
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Carol: “The Lord at first did Adam make” music: arr. June Nixon (b. 1942) 
 words: Traditional English carol 

1. The Lord at first did Adam make out of the dust and clay. 
And in his nostrils breathed life even as the scriptures say. 
And then in Eden’s paradise he placed him to dwell, 
that he within it should remain, to dress and keep it well: 
Now let all Christians all begin an holy life to live 
and to rejoice and merry be, for this is Christmas Eve. 

2. And thus within the garden he was set therein to stay; 
And in commandment unto him these words the Lord did say: 
“The fruit which in the garden grows to thee shall be for meat, 
except the tree in the midst thereof, of which thou shall not eat:”
refrain

3. “For in the day thou shalt it touch or dost to it come nigh, 
If so, thou do but eat thereof then thou shalt surely die.”
But Adam he did take no heed unto that only thing, 
But did transgress God’s holy law, and so was wrapt in sin:

4. Now make the goodness of the Lord, which he for mankind bore; 
his mercy soon he did extend, lost man for to restore; 
And therefore to redeem our souls from death and hellish thrall, 
he said his own dear son should be the Saviour of us all:
refrain 

Read by Bruce Williams
SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD 
shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 
the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf 
shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and 
a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 



Carol: “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming” music: Dale Adelmann (b. 1961)
 words: 1-2, German, 15th cent.; transl. Theodore Baker (1851-1934),  
 3 Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859) transl. Harriett Spaeth (1845-1925)

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath spring, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung. 
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, 
when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 
with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, 
and share our every load.

Read by Debbie Smith
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed 
of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
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All stand and sing. 
Hymn: “Come, thou Redeemer of the earth” 
 music: Puer nobis nascitur, 15th-century Trier manuscript, adapt. Michael Praetorius 1609; 
 descant Patrick A. Scott
 words: Ambrose of Milan, c.397; transl. John Mason Neale, 1862

All sit. Read by Ken Hughes
FOURTH LESSON: Micah 5:2-4
The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem. 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

Carol: “The little road to Bethlehem” music: Michael Head (1900-1976)
 words: Margaret Rose (1888-1958)

As I walked down the road at set of sun, the lambs were coming homewards, 
one by one, I heard a sheep-bell softly colling them along the little road to Bethlehem. 

Beside an open door, as I drew nigh, I heard sweet Mary sing a lullaby. 
She sang about the lambs at close of day and rocked her tiny King among the hay.

Across the air the silver sheep-bell rang, “The lambs are coming home,” 
sweet Mary sang “Your Star of gold, your Star of gold is shining in the sky, 
So sleep, my little King, go lullaby.” 
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Read by Dr. Andy Surber, Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School, Head of School
FIFTH LESSON: Zephaniah 3:14-18
The Lord will be amoung us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The 
LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, 
is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will re-
joice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

All stand to sing. 
Hymn 65: “Prepare the way, O Zion” music: Berden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697
 words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. Composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)

All sit. Read by Hallie Peyton
SIXTH LESSON: ISAIAH 40:1-5, 9-11
The prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served 
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice 
cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and 
his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
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Carol: “The holly and the ivy” music: arr. Craig Phillips (b. 1961)
 words: Traditional English

1. The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown, 
Of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown. 
O, the rising of the sun, and the running of the deer, 
the playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir. 

2. The holly bears a blossom as white as the lily flower; 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet Savior. 
refrain

3. The holly bears a berry as red as any blood, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners good. 
refrain

4. The holly bears a prickle as sharp as any thorn; 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas Day in the morn. 
refrain

5. The holly bears a bark as bitter as any gall; 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all. 
refrain

Read by Andy Nix
SEVENTH LESSON: Isaiah 7:10-15
Isaiah foretells that a child shall be conceived who will be called Immanuel, “God with us”

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 
But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the LORD himself will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Carol: “The Lord will surely come” music: Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)
 words: from Philippians 2 and The Benedictus Antiphon for Advent IV
Kyrie eleison.
The Lord will surely come and not delay, and he will bring to light the things hidden in darkness. 
The Lord will surely come and will manifest himself to all nations. 
Kyrie eleison. 
Therefore work out your own salvation with fear and trembling that you may be blameless and innocent, 
Children of God without blemish. The Lord will surely come. 
Kyrie eleison.
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Read by Alaina MacDonald
EIGHTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Carol: “There is no Rose” music: Howard Helvey (b. 1968)
 words: Luke 1: 28, 42; 15th-century traditional Latin prayer

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu. Alleluia. 
For in this rose contained was heaven and earth in little space; Resmiranda.
By that rose we may well see that he is God in persons three, Pariforma.
The angels sungen the shepherds to: Gloria in excelsis Deo: Gaudeamus. 
Leave we all this worldy mirth, and follow we this joyful birth; Transeamus.

All stand. Read by The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
NINTH LESSON: Luke 1:39-55
Mary rejoices in God our Savior. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped 
his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants forever.”

All remain standing for the Magnificat. A Priest censes the Altar.

Magnificat music: Peter Aston (1938-2013)
 text: Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness 
of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath 
magnified me; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath 
shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down 
the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
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All sit. 
The Greetings

All stand.
The Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent
Officiant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins,
let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with 
the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 
constant in love. Amen. 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 
Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen.

The Procession: Hymn 57, “Lo! he comes with clouds descending”
 music: Helmsley, melody by August Arne (1710-1778), descant Christopher Robinson
 words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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Voluntary: “Carillon-Sortie”  Henri Mulet

Musicians, Clergy, and Lay Ministers

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir 
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 
 

The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir 
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Artistic Director of the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir 

Debbie Smith, Assistant Director of the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir 
 

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Officiant
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting 

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Assisting & Thurifer 

This service of Lessons and Carols is made possible 
by the generous gifts made to the Grace-St. Luke’s Music Guild. 

We are grateful for your contributions and continued support of the Grace-St. Luke’s Music Ministry.

Chorister Program at GSL
 

 If you have or know of a child who would like to be a part of 
our chorister program for children and youth, please contact us:

 
St. Cecilia Choir (Senior Kindergarten–2nd grade)

Wednesdays 5:15–5:45 p.m.
Debbie Smith, dsmith@gracestlukes.org

 
Canterbury Choir (3rd grade–6th grade)

This choir sings periodically throughout the year, mostly on Sunday mornings
Wednesdays 5:45–6:30 p.m.

Debbie Smith, dsmith@gracestlukes.org
 

The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir (3rd grade–boy voice change and 12th grade for girls)
This choir sings periodically throughout the year on Sunday afternoons and for special services

Mondays & Wednesdays 4:15–5:15 p.m.
Dr. Patrick Scott, pscott@gracestlukes.org
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Advent Abundance and Gratitude. Gathering 
on Sunday, December 4, for the Annual Meeting 
(gracestlukes.org/annual-parish-meeting), daily pastoral 
care administration, worship and formation on Sundays 
and Wednesdays, community engagement (outreach, 
social justice), music, and increased attendance for events 
are large parts of the abundance in Advent at GSL. In 
this season of waiting and expectation for the One who 
is our hope and life for years to come, I bear a spirit of 
deep gratitude for all that we are and offer and who we 
are called to be. Our vision is to be a thriving community 
of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish 
life, and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to 
transform the world. We are tremendously blessed by 
faithful members and non-members who are God’s beloved 
and the source of parish prosperity and sustainability. 
Thanks be to God for the richness of life at GSL. Peace, 
Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 901-252-6320 
| orencher@gracestlukes.org

Today at GSL | December 11
Nursery (gracestlukes.org/nursery) for infants 
through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. to noon.
8 a.m. Eucharist, Homily, and Hymns
8:30-9:15 a.m. Breakfast by the Crossmen
9:15-10:15 a.m. Formation for All Ages 
(gracestlukes.org/discover)

Parish Hall Forum, “Exploring Scripture, Spirituality, 
Faith, and Journey with the Rev. Lauren F. Winner” 
(Trezevant Hall & Livestream: gracestlukes.org/live) 
Youth Classes, Youth Suite (Basement Suite)
Childrens Classes & Nursery, Children’s Suite 
(Basement Suite)

10:30 a.m. Eucharist, Sermon, Children’s Chapel, 
and Choir, (In person and Livestream (gracestlukes.
org/live))
11:30 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship
11:30 a.m. Youth Confirmation Class
12 p.m. Adult Inquirers Class
4 p.m. More Than A Meal (gracestlukes.org/more-
than-a-meal)
4/5 p.m. HS/MS EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) 
(gracestlukes.org/youth-formation). Christmas Party 
with Gift Swap (Red Room)
5 p.m. A Festival of Advent Lessons & Carols (In 
person and Livestream: gracestlukes.org/live)

Explore Fall 2022 Life at GSL Program Guide: 
Worship, Formation, Community, Music & More 
(gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl) for a complete list of Sunday 
and weekday large and small group offerings for adults, 
youth, and children.

Hot off the Press

Advent Lessons & Carols, Today at 5 p.m. The Grace-
St. Luke’s Choir and the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir will 
present an Advent Service of Nine Lessons & Carols with 
music by composers Craig Phillips, Dale Adelmann, Peter 
Aston, and Australian composer, June Nixon. A festive 
Advent party with piano music by Tony Thomas 
will follow in Trezevant Hall.

What’s the deal with the pink candle? Both Advent 
and Lent are known as “penitential” seasons in the Church, 
and in former times people prepared for the coming holy 
day with weeks of fasting and prayer. In both seasons, 
there was a Sunday, roughly midway through the season, 
in which rose or pink vestments were worn by clergy in 
places. In Advent the Sunday was called Gaudete Sunday, 
and in Lent it was called Laetare Sunday; both come from 
the Latin introit which started with words for rejoicing. 
Some churches and clergy still pull out rose vestments for 
these Sundays. It’s a reminder to be joyful, even in the midst 
of a penitential season, because there is light at the end of 
the tunnel. Similarly, the Church has generally “lightened 
up” (after all lightening up purple or blue vestments is how 
you get to a rose color) on these Sundays; for instance, 
allowing for flowers at the altar, when otherwise there are 
no flowers during the season.

Episcopal Bookshop Open Advent Sundays from 11 
a.m.–1 p.m. They have lots of wonderful gifts, especially 
for the Advent and Christmas season.  They are also open 
on Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m.–3 p.m. and 
Friday from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Highlights from the Annual Meeting. In addition to 
the election of the Vestry Class of 2025 (Jennifer Gibbs, 
Ruthie Lentz, Price Peacock, Matt Sights, Hal Wrights), 
highlights from the meeting including a group picture of all 
Vestry classes with the clergy may be found at gracestlukes.
org/annual-parish-meeting.

The Rev. Lauren F. Winner Returns to GSL. Join 
Episcopal priest and Duke Divinity School professor 
Lauren Winner in the Parish Hall Forum at 9:15 a.m. today 
for a lively offering and conversation to take us deeper into 
the richness of scripture, spirituality, faith, and journey. 
Winner is a popular author of important papers and 
books including A Word To Live By, Mudhouse Sabbath, 
Wearing God, Girl Meets God, and Still. The Rev. Winner 
will preach at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. liturgies.

Front Desk Volunteers Needed. Looking for a new way 
to help serve the church? We would love to have you serve 
as a volunteer at the front desk. Times include weekday 
lunch hours, receptionist vacation and out of office days, 
and other occasional times. If you are interested or if you 
have any questions, contact Congregational Life Associate 
Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336).

12



Live at GSL Future Events. Save the date for 
upcoming events of the 2022-2023 season for Live at 
GSL: Celebrating 901 (gracestlukes.org/live-at-gsl-
celebrating-901). Following a great first event (A Piano 
Concert & Conversation with Dr. Patrick Scott) on 
November 18, the next will be on Thursday, January 26, 
featuring Zoe Kahr, new Executive Director of the Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art. Guests and programs for February 
16, March 23, and April 27 are secured. Watch for updates 
and sign-up information at gracestlukes.org/live-at-gsl.

Advent Personal Invitations for Guests to 
Experience GSL. Personal invitation has always played 
a major, pivotal role in the growth and vitality of the 
Church. In a world full of countless spiritual people who are 
hurting, longing for healing and peace, open to receiving 
and sharing the love of God that transforms lives, and 
looking for a “church home,” Grace-St. Luke’s might be the 
place for them. In Advent, all are asked (by the clergy) to 
step out in faith to invite friends, family, colleagues, social 
peers, and strangers alike to explore the abundance and 
beauty of what we offer at GSL. The Welcome, Discover, 
and Connect tabs at gracestlukes.org are a great place to 
send them in addition to inviting and even bringing them 
with you!

Looking Ahead
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 & 9 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ and 
Brass

• Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ

• Sunday, January 1, 10:30 a.m. Eucharist (only liturgy 
of the day)

• The Epiphany, January 6, 6 p.m. Holy Eucharist and 
Burning of the Greens

• January 8, The Bishop’s Annual Visit with Confirmations, 
Baptisms, and more

Worship and Music
Sunday, 8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist; 5 p.m. Advent 
Lessons and Carols
Wednesday, Noon, 30-minute Holy Eucharist in the 
Chapel
Wednesday, 8 to 8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) 
via Facebook Live.

Christmas Altar Flowers, December 14, Deadline. 
If you would like to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one for Christmas flowers, you may 
send a check to the church office (1720 Peabody Ave., 
38104, ATTN: Lucy Owens listing the names of those you 
would like remembered. You can also give us your name(s) 
and donate online (gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving). Follow 
the “Memorials & Honoraria / Make a donation for altar 
flowers” link.

Christian Formation
Explore the following links for events with 
descriptions and contacts.
Adults (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation) | Young Adults 
(gracestlukes.org/young-adults) | Youth (gracestlukes.
org/youth-formation) | Children & Family Ministries 
(gracestlukes.org/children-and-youth-formation) | 
Midweek Christian Formation (gracestlukes.org/midweek-
formation) | Thursday Men’s Fellowship (gracestlukes.org/
mens-fellowship) | Daytime Book Group (gracestlukes.org/
gsl-daytime-book-group)

Young Adults (gracestlukes.org/young-adult-formation)
December 18: Young Adult Christmas Party with Holy 
Communion at Young Avenue Deli, 6 p.m.
Contact Director of Youth and Young Adults Amzie 
Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org for details.

Youth (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Morning Formation: 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the 
Red Room.
EYC December 11: Christmas Party with Gift Swap. 
HS 4-5 p.m.; MS 5-6 p.m.
Tuesday Morning: High School Coffee Hours at Ugly 
Mug from 7:15–7:45 a.m.
Wednesday Morning: Middle School Biscuits & Bible 
in the Red Room from 7–7:45 a.m. Contact Director of 
Youth and Young Adults Amzie Williams at awilliams@
gracestlukes.org for details.

Children (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Sunday Morning Formation: 9:15-10:15 in the Youth 
Suite, Basement Level.
For details about Children’s Chapel (during the 10:30 
service), click here (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation).
Contact Director of Children and Family Ministries 
Anthony Calzia at acalzia@gracestlukes.org for details.

Confirmation \ Inquirers Classes
Adults–Learn More about the Episcopal Church: The 
classes take place through December 18, from 12–1 p.m., 
and a light lunch is provided. For more information and 
to sign up or to learn more, contact Fr. Jesse Abell (jesse.
abell@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6330). 
Youth Confirmation Class: Amzie Williams and Jenn Gibbs 
are leading the youth confirmation class for youth in grades 
9–12. To sign up or learn more, contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.
org).

Community Engagement
Montly Social Justice Gathering, December 18. 
Advent Meditation with Labyrinth: Journey towards 
Beloved Community in Trezevant Hall
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More Than A Meal Holiday Cards. Honorariums and 
memorials for MTAM are requested during this period to 
help feed the midtown poor and hungry with hot meals. 
Handwritten cards announce the recipient and the donor 
for a minimum of $10 each from now until December 15, 
2022. Send list and check payable to GSL with MTAM 
in memo line to Abby at the front office. Help spread the 
gospel good news.

Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America 
Remembrance. December 12 marks the 10th anniversary 
of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. The 
local chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America welcomes you to join us at 6:30 p.m. on the 12th 
to remember those killed and injured that day as well 
as the thousands of others in Memphis and nationwide 
affected by gun violence. We will also make care cards, 
which will be sent to survivors of gun violence. Join us in 
meeting room C of the Memphis Central Library at 3030 
Poplar Ave. RSVP here: act.everytown.org/event/moms-
demand-action-event/50654/signup/?emci=696bc615-
886f-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-
0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=768930

Recreation and Wellness
Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice, Mondays, 
12-12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Details here: gracestlukes.
org/mindfulness. Dec. 26 & Jan. 2 canceled.

Yoga with Anne, Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m. in Trezevant 
Hall. Details here: gracestlukes.org/yoga. Dec. 29 canceled.

More News
The Messenger Magazine. To download the winter 
(December, January, February) edition of The Messenger, 
click here ( gracestlukes.org/the-messenger) or pick up a 
copy at the information center in the church hallway.

Sign Up to Provide Enhanced Refreshments 1st 
and 3rd Sundays. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, the 
Fellowship Committee enhances the refreshments to 
include dips & chips, muffins, donuts, and more to draw 
more people to Trezevant Hall after the 10:30 service. We 
have non-alcoholic drinks and other items each 1st and 
3rd Sunday. Coffee and water are available weekly. Anyone 
willing to assist with this new event, visit tinyurl.com/
GSLRefreshmentsSignup.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism will 
be administered during public worship at Grace-St. Luke’s 
during 2023 on the following dates: January 8, April 8, May 
28, June 4, and November 5. For more information and to 
schedule a baptism, contact Membership and Stewardship 
Associate Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org).

Altar Flowers Altar Flowers Made Possible By 
Parishioner Donations in Memory or Honor of 
Loved Ones. To share in this meaningful way, contact 
Communications Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@
gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6333). Flowers are $215 per 
Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving. 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may be 
donated for $25 per week.

Get plugged in! Explore the possibilities for volunteering 
and connecting at GSL. No matter where your interests 
lie, or how much time you can offer as a volunteer, there 
are so many ways you can engage with fellow parishioners 
and our wider community. From serving communion to 
reading along with the book club, sending notes of support 
to those in need or planning festive get-togethers, joining 
a men’s group or rocking babies in the nursery…the list 
goes on! Visit gracestlukes.org/get-plugged-in to see your 
options and decide where YOU can bring your energy and 
perspective.

The Messenger Magazine. To download the fall 
(September, October, November) edition of The Messenger, 
visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger or pick up a copy at 
the information center in the church hallway.

Communication Submission Deadlines for eNews 
and Leaflet
• Monday, December 12 at 10 a.m. for December 14 & 21 

eNews AND December 18, 24, & 25 Leaflet
• Please email your eNews submissions and questions 

you might have about the eNews to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.
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Quick Links 
  
Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
  
• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 
Our prayers are asked for Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Carter 
Kaldon, Babiedoll Thomas, Ted Kays, Betsy Tate, Bill Hanna, Judy Tucker, Lee Anne, David Abell, Lyla McAlexander, 
Brian Davies, Caroline Gardiner, Gala Hudson, Ann Lawyer, Lane Driscoll, Madelaine, Libby Burdick, Sandra Ireland, 
Dan Hope, Sidney Hickey, Lynn Strickland, and Roger Wolcott.
 
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Hammond Cole and Bill Norcross, uncle of Rob 
Norcross. 
 
We give thanks for the altar flowers given to the glory of God in memory of Bob Rittenberry by Hunter 
Rittenberry. 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Rebecca Burnett, Keith Campbell, Brad Canada, 
Darrin Davidson, Michael Davis, Brenda Hudson, Jenny Johnson, Turner Morehead, Jennifer Rivera, Gwin Robbins, 
Donna Sanders, Ella Smith, Scott Stegbauer, Thomas Stephenson, Carolyn Wills, Virginia Woo-Rasberry, and John 
Wynne, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially John Weeden & Lyle Wardlaw.
 
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational 
Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online 
Prayer Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be 
printed, will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential 
between the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the 
individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers 
and reflected in the worship service leaflet.
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One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2023 Pledge
Make a 2023 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!



All music is reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, 
Recreation & Wellness Director; John H. Barnum, Director of Finance & Operations; Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, 
Communications Associate; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 
2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 
2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


