
the third sunday of advent
the holy eucharist: rite two

december 11, 2022 | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according 
to The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by 
the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of 
the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. 
During this service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice 
personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the 
gift of your presence for our worship of God.



Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke's part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke's might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit gracestlukes.org.

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 659" Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Observing the Advent Wreath
Celebrant  Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. 

The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and the third candle is JOY.
Scripture Scripture Isaiah 55:12 – You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills 
 will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
Prayer Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the Holy Spirit. Fill us with 

your joy, and help us shine as a light to the world. Through Jesus Christ, who makes our joy complete. 
Amen.

The Word of God

All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 76, “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”  Winchester New

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Said by all 
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie eleison        music: S 88, McNeil Robinson II (1943-2015)
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 
sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons. 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed 
of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary, The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55)       Plainchant Tone II.1
 Cantor, then all sing the Antiphon 
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
 the Almighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
 in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
 and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
 to Abraham and his children for ever.
all sing the Antiphon
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A Reading from the Letter of James  5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, 
being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence

All stand. During the hymn, children ages 3 to 11 are invited to follow the Children’s Cross via the center aisle to Trezevant Hall for Children's 
Chapel. The children return at the Peace.
The Sequence: Hymn 56, stanzas 5-6, “O come, O come, Emmanuel”  
   music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong Mode 1, Processionale (15th century), 
   adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)
   words: Latin c. 9th century, vers. Hymnal 1940, alt.

The Holy Gospel  
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  11:2-11
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went 
away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft 
robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Lauren F. Winner
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain standing or kneel for 
The Prayers of People – adapted from Advent Prayers of St. Mary’s Cathedral Memphis

O Wisdom: You come and reach from beginning to end, mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and 
bless your church and our earthly governments, remembering especially Justin, Archbishop; Michael, Presiding 
Bishop; Phoebe, Diocesan Bishop; our President Joe, Governor Bill, County Mayor Lee, City Mayor Jim, and all 
who hold positions of public authority; for the people and clergy throughout The Episcopal Church, the Anglican 
Communion, and the world. Be present in ordering the life of this and every congregation.
Come and teach us the way of wisdom and open hearts.

O Root of Jesse: We pray for peace and justice in Memphis, in every nation, and throughout the world. Be pres-
ent to all whose lives are ravaged by war and violence; especially we hold before you those who serve this country 
abroad. Guide the leaders of this and every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.
Come and root us in your wide and saving love.

O Key of David: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed and destitute, for the home-
less, for prisoners, and all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead to poverty, injustice, and 
further away from beloved community and the kingdom of God.
Come and fling wide the doors of our hearts.

O Holy Comforter: We lift up all who are suffering and in need, especially those reflected on the Prayer List of this 
service leaflet. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous and help us minister to them in your love.
Come and sustain us with your comforting grace.

O Light Eternal: Shine your light on those who have died; remember especially Hammond Cole and for Bob 
Rittenberry in whose memory the altar flowers are given; bring comfort to all those who mourn, who are sick, 
who are lonely, and who are sad, especially during the winter holiday season. 
Come and shine on all who sit in darkness and shadow.

O Emmanuel: God with us, Expected One, we give thanks for all the blessings of this life; for all who celebrate 
birthdays and anniversaries this week; and for the other blessings we now name silently or aloud. Silence. 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
Come and dwell among us.
Then, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
During the Peace, the Children’s Cross enters via the west aisle to process through the center aisle to lead Children’s Chapel participants to join 
their families. Parents: Stand to greet your child.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God's Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is 
offered. Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke's Church. To offer a financial 
gift with your smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch 
PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before 
the Great Thanksgiving, offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2023 campaign seeks 100% pledge 
participation by all members, newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. 
For more about worship, formation, ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem, “Ave Maria”      music: Josquin de Prez (ca 1450-1455 – 1521)

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, virgo serena.

Ave cujus conceptio, Solemni plena gaudio,
Coelestia, terrestria, Nova replete laetitia.

Ave, cujus nativitas, Nostra fuit solemnitas,
Ut lucifer lux oriens, Verum solem praeveniens.

Ave, pia humilitas, Sine viro fecunditas,
Cuius annunciatio, Nostra fuit salvatio.

Ave, vera virginitas, Immaculata castitas,
Cuius purification Nostra fuit purgatio.

Ave praeclara omnibus, Angelicis virtutibus,
Cujus fuit assumptio  Nostra glorificatio.

O Mater Dei, memento mei. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with you, gentil Virgin.

Hail, whose conception, Full of solemn joy
Fills the heaven, the earth, with new rejoicing.

Hail, thou whose birth Was our festival
As our luminous rising light, Coming before the true sun.

Hail, pious humility, Fertility without a man,
Whose annunciation, Was our salvation.

Hail, true virginity, Unspotted chastity,
Whose purification Was our cleansing.

Hail, famous with all, Angelic virtues,
Whose assumption Was our glorification.

O Mother of God, Remember me. Amen.



All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 66, “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”  
 music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; adapt. and harm. 
 William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt. words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth: Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 127, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: Picardy, French carol, 17th century; 
 melody from Chansons populaires de Provinces de France, 1860
 words: c.275 AD, subsequently adopted into the 4th c. Liturgy of St James

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to stations in the nave and/or at the sanctuary rail. As directed, the 
congregation is invited to come forward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-
free Bread is available upon your request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. For those 
desiring to receive the Sacrament, it is essential to use hand sanitizer provided before offering your open palm to receive the wafer. The wine may 
be taken by drinking or intincting (dipping). Regarding The Chalice: All may but none must drink from the chalice. The antimicrobial properties 
of silver, air exposure time from wiping and turning the chalice after each communicant, and higher alcohol content of fortified wine suggests 
that drinking from the chalice is more hygienic and lower risk for transmission of germs. Scientists report that intincting is less hygienic than 
sipping from the chalice. However you choose to receive, be assured that Christ is fully present. 
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Communion
Hymn 60: “Creator of the stars of night”  music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4
  words: Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.

Hymn 54: “Savior of the nations, come!”  music: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, melody from Erfurt Enchiridia, 1524
  words: Martin Luther (1483-1546) after Ambrose of Milan (340-397); 
  tr. William M. Reynolds (1812-1876) and James Waring McCrady (b. 1938)

10



When a Eucharistic Visitor is to be sent out on a visit, the following is said.
Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 
The assigned Eucharistic Visitors come forward to receive a Communion Kit and to be commissioned with the following words, before 
departing immediately to our homebound members.
Celebrant [N.N.], in the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that [N.N.] may 
 share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People We who are many are one Body because we all share one bread, one cup. 

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayer
These rich words are recited throughout the church catholic (universal) by persons unable to gather for public worship for whatever 
reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the central practice of receiving the Holy Sacrament.

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 
now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and 
body with the earnest wish that may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you and 
embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I 
live and die in your love. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with 
the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 
constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen.  
All sing.
The Procession: Hymn 59, “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding” Merton

The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “Fugue sur le thème du Carillon des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons op. 12”  
  Maurice Duruflé

All are invited to join us for refreshments and fellowship in Trezevant Hall.
Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

Most lay ministers are not listed because scheduled Acolyte, 
Eucharistic Minister, Lector, and Usher substitutions 

may occur after leaflet printing.
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The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Lauren F. Winner, Preacher
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Assisting

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster  
The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
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Advent Abundance and Gratitude. Gathering on Sun-
day, December 4, for the Annual Meeting (gracestlukes.
org/annual-parish-meeting), daily pastoral care adminis-
tration, worship and formation on Sundays and Wednes-
days, community engagement (outreach, social justice), 
music, and increased attendance for events are large parts 
of the abundance in Advent at GSL. In this season of waiting 
and expectation for the One who is our hope and life for 
years to come, I bear a spirit of deep gratitude for all that 
we are and offer and who we are called to be. Our vision is 
to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing 
through worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices 
in the love of Jesus to transform the world. We are tremen-
dously blessed by faithful members and non-members who 
are God’s beloved and the source of parish prosperity and 
sustainability. Thanks be to God for the richness of life 
at GSL. Peace, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

Today at GSL | December 11
Nursery (gracestlukes.org/nursery) for infants through 
six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. to noon.
8 a.m. Eucharist, Homily, and Hymns
8:30-9:15 a.m. Breakfast by the Crossmen
9:15-10:15 a.m. Formation for All Ages (gracestlukes.
org/discover)

Parish Hall Forum, “Exploring Scripture, Spirituality, 
Faith, and Journey with the Rev. Lauren F. Winner” 
(Trezevant Hall & Livestream: gracestlukes.org/live) 
Youth Classes, Youth Suite (Basement Suite)
Childrens Classes & Nursery, Children’s Suite 
(Basement Suite)

10:30 a.m. Eucharist, Sermon, Children’s Chapel, 
and Choir, (In person and Livestream (gracestlukes.
org/live))
11:30 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship
11:30 a.m. Youth Confirmation Class
12 p.m. Adult Inquirers Class
4 p.m. More Than A Meal (gracestlukes.org/more-
than-a-meal)
4/5 p.m. HS/MS EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) 
(gracestlukes.org/youth-formation). Christmas Party 
with Gift Swap (Red Room)
5 p.m. A Festival of Advent Lessons & Carols (In person 
and Livestream: gracestlukes.org/live)

Explore Fall 2022 Life at GSL Program Guide: 
Worship, Formation, Community, Music & More 
(gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl) for a complete list of Sunday 
and weekday large and small group offerings for adults, 
youth, and children.

Hot off the Press
Advent Lessons & Carols, Today at 5 p.m. The Grace-
St. Luke’s Choir and the Memphis Boy & Girl Choir will 
present an Advent Service of Nine Lessons & Carols with 
music by composers Craig Phillips, Dale Adelmann, Peter 
Aston, and Australian composer, June Nixon. A festive 
Advent party with piano music by Tony Thomas 
will follow in Trezevant Hall.

What’s the deal with the pink candle? Both 
Advent and Lent are known as “penitential” seasons in 
the Church, and in former times people prepared for 
the coming holy day with weeks of fasting and prayer. 
In both seasons, there was a Sunday, roughly midway 
through the season, in which rose or pink vestments 
were worn by clergy in places. In Advent the Sunday was 
called Gaudete Sunday, and in Lent it was called Laetare 
Sunday; both come from the Latin introit which started 
with words for rejoicing. Some churches and clergy 
still pull out rose vestments for these Sundays. It’s a 
reminder to be joyful, even in the midst of a penitential 
season, because there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
Similarly, the Church has generally “lightened up” (after 
all lightening up purple or blue vestments is how you get 
to a rose color) on these Sundays; for instance, allowing 
for flowers at the altar, when otherwise there are no 
flowers during the season.

Highlights from the Annual Meeting. In addition to 
the election of the Vestry Class of 2025 (Jennifer Gibbs, 
Ruthie Lentz, Price Peacock, Matt Sights, Hal Wrights), 
highlights from the meeting including a group picture of all 
Vestry classes with the clergy may be found at gracestlukes.
org/annual-parish-meeting.

The Rev. Lauren F. Winner Returns to GSL. Join 
Episcopal priest and Duke Divinity School professor Lau-
ren Winner in the Parish Hall Forum at 9:15 a.m. today for 
a lively offering and conversation to take us deeper into 
the richness of scripture, spirituality, faith, and journey. 
Winner is a popular author of important papers and books 
including A Word To Live By, Mudhouse Sabbath, Wear-
ing God, Girl Meets God, and Still. The Rev. Winner will 
preach at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. liturgies.

Live at GSL Future Events. Save the date for upcoming 
events of the 2022-2023 season for Live at GSL: Celebrat-
ing 901 (gracestlukes.org/live-at-gsl-celebrating-901). Fol-
lowing a great first event (A Piano Concert & Conversation 
with Dr. Patrick Scott) on November 18, the next will be on 
Thursday, January 26, featuring Zoe Kahr, new Executive 
Director of the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art. Guests 
and programs for February 16, March 23, and April 27 are 
secured. Watch for updates and sign-up information at 
gracestlukes.org/live-at-gsl.
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Advent Personal Invitations for Guests to Experi-
ence GSL. Personal invitation has always played a major, 
pivotal role in the growth and vitality of the Church. In a 
world full of countless spiritual people who are hurting, 
longing for healing and peace, open to receiving and shar-
ing the love of God that transforms lives, and looking for 
a “church home,” Grace-St. Luke’s might be the place for 
them. In Advent, all are asked (by the clergy) to step out 
in faith to invite friends, family, colleagues, social peers, 
and strangers alike to explore the abundance and beauty 
of what we offer at GSL. The Welcome, Discover, and Con-
nect tabs at gracestlukes.org are a great place to send them 
in addition to inviting and even bringing them with you!

Front Desk Volunteers Needed. Looking for a new way 
to help serve the church? We would love to have you serve 
as a volunteer at the front desk. Times include weekday 
lunch hours, receptionist vacation and out of office days, 
and other occasional times. If you are interested or if you 
have any questions, contact Congregational Life Associate 
Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336).

Looking Ahead
• Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) The Christmas Pageant
• Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/

christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ and 
Brass

• Christmas Eve at 9 p.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ and 
Brass

• Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m. (gracestlukes.org/events/
christmas-services) Festival Eucharist with Organ

• Sunday, January 1, 10:30 a.m. Eucharist (only liturgy 
of the day)

• The Epiphany, January 6, 6 p.m. Holy Eucharist and 
Burning of the Greens

• January 8, The Bishop’s Annual Visit with Confirmations, 
Baptisms, and more

Worship and Music
Sunday, 8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist; 5 p.m. Advent 
Lessons and Carols
Wednesday, Noon, 30-minute Holy Eucharist in the 
Chapel
Wednesday, 8 to 8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) 
via Facebook Live.

Christmas Altar Flowers, December 14, Deadline. 
If you would like to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one for Christmas flowers, you may 
send a check to the church office (1720 Peabody Ave., 
38104, ATTN: Lucy Owens listing the names of those you 
would like remembered. You can also give us your name(s) 
and donate online (gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving). Follow 
the “Memorials & Honoraria / Make a donation for altar 
flowers” link.

Christian Formation
Explore the following links for events with 
descriptions and contacts.
Adults (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation) | Young Adults 
(gracestlukes.org/young-adults) | Youth (gracestlukes.
org/youth-formation) | Children & Family Ministries 
(gracestlukes.org/children-and-youth-formation) | 
Midweek Christian Formation (gracestlukes.org/midweek-
formation) | Thursday Men’s Fellowship (gracestlukes.org/
mens-fellowship) | Daytime Book Group (gracestlukes.org/
gsl-daytime-book-group)

Children (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Sunday Morning Formation: 9:15-10:15 in the Youth 
Suite, Basement Level.
For details about Children’s Chapel (during the 10:30 
service), click here (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation).
Contact Director of Children and Family Ministries An-
thony Calzia at acalzia@gracestlukes.org for details.

Young Adults (gracestlukes.org/young-adult-formation)
December 8: Young Adult Trivia at Young Avenue Deli, 
6–7:30 p.m.
December 18: Young Adult Christmas Party with Holy 
Communion at Young Avenue Deli, 6 p.m.
Contact Director of Youth and Young Adults Amzie Wil-
liams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org for details.

Youth (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Morning Formation: 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the 
Red Room.
EYC December 11: Christmas Party with Gift Swap. HS 
4-5 p.m.; MS 5-6 p.m.
Tuesday Morning: High School Coffee Hours at Ugly 
Mug from 7:15–7:45 a.m.
Wednesday Morning: Middle School Biscuits & Bible 
in the Red Room from 7–7:45 a.m. Contact Director of 
Youth and Young Adults Amzie Williams at awilliams@
gracestlukes.org for details.

Confirmation \ Inquirers Classes
Adults–Learn More about the Episcopal Church: The 
classes take place through December 18, from 12–1 p.m., 
and a light lunch is provided. For more information and 
to sign up or to learn more, contact Fr. Jesse Abell (jesse.
abell@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6330). 
Youth Confirmation Class: Amzie Williams and Jenn 
Gibbs are leading the youth confirmation class for youth 
in grades 9–12. To sign up or learn more, contact Direc-
tor of Youth Formation Amzie Williams at awilliams@
gracestlukes.org).
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Community Engagement
Montly Social Justice Gathering, December 18. Ad-
vent Meditation with Labyrinth: Journey towards Beloved 
Community in Trezevant Hall

More Than A Meal Holiday Cards. Honorariums and 
memorials for MTAM are requested during this period to 
help feed the midtown poor and hungry with hot meals. 
Handwritten cards announce the recipient and the donor 
for a minimum of $10 each from now until December 15, 
2022. Send list and check payable to GSL with MTAM 
in memo line to Abby at the front office. Help spread the 
gospel good news.

Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America 
Remembrance. December 12 marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. The 
local chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America welcomes you to join us at 6:30 p.m. on the 12th 
to remember those killed and injured that day as well 
as the thousands of others in Memphis and nationwide 
affected by gun violence. We will also make care cards, 
which will be sent to survivors of gun violence. Join us in 
meeting room C of the Memphis Central Library at 3030 
Poplar Ave. RSVP here: act.everytown.org/event/moms-
demand-action-event/50654/signup/?emci=696bc615-
886f-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-
0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=768930

Recreation and Wellness

Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice, Mondays, 
12-12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Details here: gracestlukes.
org/mindfulness. Dec. 26 & Jan. 2 canceled.

Yoga with Anne, Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m. in Trezevant 
Hall. Details here: gracestlukes.org/yoga. Dec. 29 canceled.

More News
The Messenger Magazine. To download the winter 
(December, January, February) edition of The Messenger, 
click here ( gracestlukes.org/the-messenger) or pick up a 
copy at the information center in the church hallway.

Sign Up to Provide Enhanced Refreshments 1st 
and 3rd Sundays. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, the Fel-
lowship Committee enhances the refreshments to include 
dips & chips, muffins, donuts, and more to draw more 
people to Trezevant Hall after the 10:30 service. We have 
non-alcoholic drinks and other items each 1st and 3rd 
Sunday. Coffee and water are available weekly. Anyone 
willing to assist with this new event, visit tinyurl.com/
GSLRefreshmentsSignup.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism will 
be administered during public worship at Grace-St. Luke’s 
during 2023 on the following dates: January 8, April 8, May 
28, June 4, and November 5. For more information and to 
schedule a baptism, contact Membership and Stewardship 
Associate Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org).

Altar Flowers Altar Flowers Made Possible By 
Parishioner Donations in Memory or Honor of 
Loved Ones. To share in this meaningful way, contact 
Communications Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@graces-
tlukes.org, 901-252-6333). Flowers are $215 per Sunday, 
which one or more persons may share in giving. Eucharistic 
supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may be donated for 
$25 per week.

Get plugged in! Explore the possibilities for volunteering 
and connecting at GSL. No matter where your interests 
lie, or how much time you can offer as a volunteer, there 
are so many ways you can engage with fellow parishioners 
and our wider community. From serving communion to 
reading along with the book club, sending notes of support 
to those in need or planning festive get-togethers, joining 
a men’s group or rocking babies in the nursery…the list 
goes on! Visit gracestlukes.org/get-plugged-in to see your 
options and decide where YOU can bring your energy and 
perspective.

The Messenger Magazine. To download the fall (Sep-
tember, October, November) edition of The Messenger, 
visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger or pick up a copy at 
the information center in the church hallway.

Communication Submission Deadlines for eNews 
and Leaflet
• Monday, December 12 at 10 a.m. for December 14 & 21 

eNews AND December 18, 24, & 25 Leaflet
• Please email your eNews submissions and questions 

you might have about the eNews to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.
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The Prayer List
 
Our prayers are asked for Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, 
Carter Kaldon, Babiedoll Thomas, Ted Kays, Betsy Tate, Elizabeth Brewer, Bill Hanna, Judy Tucker, Lee Anne, David 
Abell, Lyla McAlexander, Brian Davies, Caroline Gardiner, Gala Hudson, Ann Lawyer, Lane Driscoll, Madelaine, Libby 
Burdick, Sandra Ireland, Dan Hope, Sidney Hickey, Lynn Strickland, and Bill Norcross.
 
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Hammond Cole. 
 
We give thanks for the altar flowers given to the glory of God in memory of Bob Rittenberry by Hunter 
Rittenberry. 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Rebecca Burnett, Keith Campbell, Brad Canada, 
Darrin Davidson, Michael Davis, Brenda Hudson, Jenny Johnson, Turner Morehead, Jennifer Rivera, Gwin Robbins, 
Donna Sanders, Ella Smith, Scott Stegbauer, Thomas Stephenson, Carolyn Wills, Virginia Woo-Rasberry, and John 
Wynne, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially John Weeden & Lyle Wardlaw.
 
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational 
Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online 
Prayer Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be 
printed, will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential 
between the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the 
individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers 
and reflected in the worship service leaflet.



All music is reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, 
Recreation & Wellness Director; John H. Barnum, Director of Finance & Operations; Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, 
Communications Associate; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 
2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 
2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2022 Pledge
Make a 2022 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship


