
the first sunday of advent
the holy eucharist: rite two

november 28, 2021 | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according to 
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by the 
congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of the BCP 
online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. During this 
service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice personal pieties that 
might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the gift of your presence for 
our worship of God.

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys Preacher: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
Assisting: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell Assisting: The Rev. Anne S. Carriere

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” BWV 645 Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Observing the Advent Wreath
Celebrant  Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. This first candle is HOPE.
Scripture Psalm 33:20 – We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.
Prayer Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. Give us grace to see your plans 

of redemption for our lives, for this community, and for the world. Through Jesus Christ, the source of our re-
demption and hope. Amen.



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 59, “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding” 
    music: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889); desc. Alan Gray (1855-1935) 
    words: Latin, ca. 6th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, alt. 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Kyrie eleison music: S 88, McNeil Robinson II (1943-2015)

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under 
his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Ju-
dah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 25:1-9  Plainchant Tone II.1

 ANTIPHON cantor, then repeated by all 

1  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
 my God, I put my trust in you; *
  let me not be humiliated,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2  Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.  all sing the ANTIPHON
3  Show me your ways, O Lord, *
  and teach me your paths.
4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
  for you are the God of my salvation;
  in you have I trusted all the day long.  all sing the ANTIPHON
5  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
  for they are from everlasting.
6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
  remember me according to your love
  and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.  all sing the ANTIPHON
7  Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
  therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8  He guides the humble in doing right *
  and teaches his way to the lowly.
9  All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
  to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  all sing the ANTIPHON

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and day 
we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and 
Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 
All stand and sing 
The Sequence: Hymn 56, stanzas 1-2, “O come, O come, Emmanuel” 
    music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong Mode 1, Processionale (15th century), 
    Adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), arr. David Willcocks, descant Philip Ledger
    words: Latin c. 9th century, vers. Hymnal 1940, alt.
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The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  21:25-36
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by 
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now 
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he 
told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and 
to stand before the Son of Man.””

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
The Priest invites the People to stand for the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.
Please remain standing or kneel for 
The Prayers of People – adapted from Advent Prayers of St. Mary’s Cathedral Memphis

O Wisdom: You come and reach from beginning to end, mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your 
church and our earthly governments, remembering especially Justin, Archbishop; Michael, Presiding Bishop; Phoebe, Di-
ocesan Bishop; our President Joe, County Mayor Lee, City Mayor Jim, and all who hold positions of public authority; for the 
people and clergy throughout The Episcopal Church, the Anglican Communion, and the world. Be present in ordering the 
life of this and every congregation.
Come and teach us the way of wisdom and open hearts.

O Root of Jesse: We pray for peace and justice in Memphis, in every nation, and throughout the world. Be present to all whose 
lives are ravaged by war and violence; especially we hold before you those who serve this country abroad. Guide the leaders 
of this and every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.
Come and root us in your wide and saving love.

O Key of David: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed and destitute, for the homeless, for prison-
ers, and all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead to poverty, injustice, and further away from beloved 
community and the kingdom of God.
Come and fling wide the doors of our hearts.

O Holy Comforter: We lift up all who are suffering and in need, especially those reflected on the Prayer List of this service 
leaflet. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous and 
help us minister to them in your love.
Come and sustain us with your comforting grace.

O Light Eternal: Shine your light on those who have died; remember especially Quang Tan Le, the Rt. Rev. William Evan Sanders, Shawn 
Holt, Ralph Watson, Jack Dunaway Holt, Kay Cole, Charles Stanley Johnson Jr, and the Rt. Rev. Alex D. Dickson, and for those in whose 
memory the Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations are given: Thomas Hogan Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell 
Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis Houser, Kathryn Houser, and Harriss Siler; bring comfort to all those who mourn, who 
are sick, who are lonely, and who are sad, especially during the fall and winter holiday seasons. 
Come and shine on all who sit in darkness and shadow.



O Emmanuel: God with us, Expected One, we give thanks for all the blessings of this life; for all who celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries this week; for the other blessings we now name silently or aloud. Silence. 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
Come and dwell among us.
Then, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all good-
ness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
After an offertory sentence, God’s Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is offered. 
Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. To offer a financial gift with your 
smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to 
give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before the Great Thanksgiving, 
offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, 
newcomers, and any friends as the finance committee prepares a budget draft before the December 5 Annual Meeting: visit gracestlukes.org/pledge 
or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem: “A Waiting Prayer”  music: Lee Dengler
  text: Susan Naus Dengler

O come, O come and be with us, Emmanuel. We wait for you.
We long for you every morning, and at midday watch for signs of your coming. 
We seek your face in the evening.
O come quickly; you alone can save us.
Come, Lord Jesus; you alone can save us.
O come, O come and be with us, Emmanuel. We wait for you. 

The Presentation: Hymn 72, “Hark! the glad sound! The Savior comes” 
  music: Richmond, melody Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe, Jr. (1770-1843); 
  harm. The English Hymnal, 1906; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971) 
  words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)
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The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth: Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 127, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: Picardy, French carol, 17th century; 
 melody from Chansons populaires de Provinces de France, 1860
 words: c.275 AD, subsequently adopted into the 4th c. Liturgy of St James

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.

Communion Hymn 61: “’Sleepers, wake!’ A voice astounds us”  music: Wachet auf, melody Hans Sachs (1494-1576);  
  adapt. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); 
  arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
  words: Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)
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During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping 
and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all 
the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the 
means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you 
are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray 
you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and 
my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come 
to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me 
in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and single-
ness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with 
the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 
constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen.  
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All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 57, “Lo! he comes, with clouds descending” music: Helmsley, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778) 
     words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “Fugue sur le thème du Carillon des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons op. 12” Maurice Duruflé

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Assisting
The Rev. Anne S. Carriere, Assisting

Hunter Rittenberry, Crucifer
Nora Conaway, Lector

Bill Abernathy, Steven King, Joey Sichting, Joshua Shipley, 
Welcome Hosts and Ushers

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
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Happy Thanksgiving, and thanks for giving! In this 
season of gratitude, we give thanks for the richness of a shared 
faith through life at Grace-St. Luke’s. In these challenging times, 
it has been amazing to witness our resilience and a loyal team 
of clergy, staff, and devoted volunteers who creatively support 
us all and are good stewards of investments in a thriving parish. 
Your support is essential to all we do. Your pledges support 
formation, clergy-staff personnel (salaries and benefits), 
programs for all ages, worship, pastoral care, music, community 
engagement, operations, and care of buildings and grounds. 
A pledge is simply an estimate of what you hope to give and 
how you hope to serve in the coming year, and your estimates 
of giving directly impact how the church budgets. The finance 
committee would greatly appreciate your input today so that an 
accurate budget may be presented at our annual parish meeting 
on December 5. Please visit gracestlukes.org/pledge to make 
your pledge today. We give thanks for you!

Advent: Slow Us Down, Lord. Advent invites us to consider 
slowing down. In addition to the noticeable liturgical color 
change from green to sarum blue, a purposeful shift in liturgy 
and music, observing Advent wreaths, the Journey with the 
Advent Gospels weekday study, new community engagement 
offerings, and festive events, God also calls us to slow down, 
just enough, to not miss the coming (again) of the Way of 
Love, Jesus. I look forward to sharing the abundant offerings 
of this season at GSL with you and share a favorite meditation 
by Wilfred A. Peterson. “Slow me down, Lord.” “Slow me 
down, Lord. Ease the pounding of my heart by the quieting of 
my mind. Steady my hurried pace with a vision of the eternal 
march of time. Give me amid the confusion of the day, the 
calmness of the eternal hills. | Break the tension of my nerves 
and muscles with the soothing music of the singing streams 
that live in my memory. Help me to know the magical restoring 
power of sleep. | Teach me the art of taking MINUTE vacations, 
of slowing down to look at a flower, to chat with a friend, to 
pat a dog, to read a few lines of a good book. | Slow me down, 
Lord and inspire me to send my roots deep into the soil of life’s 
enduring values that I may grow toward the stars of my greater 
destiny. Slow me down.” – Godspeed, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher, Rector.

Take Note
Faithfully Memphis Welcomed the Rev. Dr. Jesse 
Abell & LJ Abraham on Thanksgiving Morning. In 
the Thanksgiving morning episode of Faithfully Memphis, 
the Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate for Pastoral Care, was 
joined by LJ Abraham, the founder of the grassroots 901 
Community Fridges program. They discussed food insecurity 
in Memphis and the creative way that 901 Community Fridges 
is responding to the needs in our community. To learn 
more about 901 Community Fridges, check out facebook.
com/901communityfridges. Listen live on WYXR 91.7 FM 
Memphis to the Thanksgiving, November 25, 2021, episode 
or find the Faithfully Memphis podcast wherever you listen 
to podcasts.

Annual Meeting of the Parish, Sunday, December 5, 
9:30 a.m. The clergy, staff, wardens, and vestry are preparing 
to host the Annual Meeting of the Parish on Sunday, December 
5, which includes the election of the Vestry Class of 2024. Bill 
Abernathy, Paula Barnes, Paula Boggs, Brad Canada, Karen 
Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Bill Pichette, and Rudy 
Williams are nominated to serve if elected. All parishioners 
are encouraged to attend the meeting either in person or via 
Zoom from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. between the 8:30 and 10:30 
services. This big event occasion includes Vestry elections, 
ministry highlights including an update on total pledges to 
Every Member Canvass 2022 (gracestlukes.org/pledge) , 
and brief remarks by the Rector. Details including agenda, 
vestry nominee information, voter eligibility and process are 
at gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2021.

Advent Devotional Resources for Individual and 
Households. Explore gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritual-
guidance to enrich your spiritual journey.

eNews & Leaflet Deadline. The deadline for the December 
1 eNews and December 5 leaflet is Monday, November 29, at 
10 a.m. Please email your submissions to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.

Continue reading for important information about 
An Advent Bible Study, this Sunday’s Worship, Music, 
& Formation offerings, Food Pantry reopening, 
Pastoral Care, Recreation & Wellness, including a 
new Mindfulness class, and more.

Christian Formation
Advent Bible Study with the Clergy starts December 1, 
Online or On Campus. Enrich your Advent observance by 
joining a priest and fellow parishioners for a 3-week, 45-minute 
study and meditation on the Gospels chosen for the four Sundays 
of Advent. Participants may choose from and sign up weekly 
for either Wednesday, December 1, 8, 15, 6 to 6:45 p.m. on 
Zoom or Thursday, December 2, 9, 16, Noon to 12:45 p.m. in 
Trezevant Hall. For more details and sign up information, visit 
gracestlukes.org/midweek-formation.

Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings for All 
Ages. If you haven’t seen it yet, explore and share with others 
Life at GSL–Fall 2021 Guide of Worship, Christian Formation, 
Connecting & More (gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl).

ADULTS (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:30 a.m. November 28. Advent Wreath Making 
Event. Details above under Take Note. Looking Ahead, 
December 5. Annual Parish Meeting.  Details above under 
Take Note. Check out the exciting fall-winter lineup of Sunday 
Formation offerings and more: visit gracestlukes.org/adult-
formation.
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2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Harry Potter Advent. This year we are proud to offer two 
seasonal devotion series for our Youth! During the season of 
Advent, we will be exploring faith and scripture through the 
lens of Harry Potter! Join a house to be a part of the fun as 
we draw connections between scripture and the vast world 
of Hogwarts. Join us weekly starting December 1 as we sort 
houses, decorate the great hall, and unveil the gospel symbolism 
richly woven into the stories of Harry, Ron, and Hermione. We 
plan to meet weekly on Wednesday nights from 5-6 p.m. in the 
Red Room, with the exception of our last meeting which will 
be on December 20 to avoid conflict with holiday travel. Sign 
up here: tinyurl.com/HappyPotterAdvent

Sunday Morning Formation in the Red Room from 
9:30-10:15. Join Amzie and Maxie for a Bible study using 
MyFaithLens for a discussion on current events as well as 
scripture. If we have some extra time, we plan to start preparing 
the Red Room for Christmas and Advent!

Sunday Afternoon Diocesan EYC at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral November 28. All youth (grades 6-12) are 
invited to join in our monthly Diocesan Youth Gatherings 
at St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral from 6-7 p.m. Join us for 
Advent activities, dinner, compline, games, and fellowship. 
Park in the lot west of the Cathedral and follow the signs to 
Martyr’s Hall.

Confirmation 2022. Confirmation, which is open to any 
Baptized youth in grades 9-12, will be offered this winter over 
the course of 8 weeks and led by Amzie and Maxie. We do not 
yet have a set date for classes to start, but we expect to start 
around February / March. To sign up for the class and get all 
of our Confirmation updates, follow this link: tinyurl.com/
YouthConf2021.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation. For Formation this week we will 
be joining the whole congregation making Advent Wreaths! 
There is time at 9:30 and 11:45 to sign up to make wreaths 
as a family or pod in Trezevant Hall! Sunday, December 5th 
we will return to Godly Play for Pre-K through 3rd grade, 
and Formation time for 4th and 5th graders. All children are 
invited to Children’s Chapel during the 10:30 service.

Nursery. Do you love the children of GSL? Would you love 
to have a few hours to hold babies and play with the sweetest 
toddlers? Then you are invited to volunteer in the nursery 
on Sundays from 8-12! Reach out to Mary Shea Quach at 
msquach@gracestlukes.org for more information.

For more information and to be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Children’s 
Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@gracestlukes.org.

Worship and Music
Sarum Blue for Advent. For Advent, GSL and many 
worldwide faith communities adorn their worship spaces 
with Sarum “blue” (color historically associated with the 
Virgin Mary, waiting, patience, images of the sky in Advent 
scripture). This change of color in the paraments for the 
chancel and sanctuary and the presence of the Advent wreath 
with five symbolic candles are among a variety of changes 
that come with this new season. Pentecost, our “green” and 
longest season of the church year calendar, culminated on 
Christ the King Sunday.

SUNDAY
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, to preach Sunday, November 
28, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes).
Choral Anthem today: “A Waiting Prayer” by Lee Dengler.
5 p.m. Festive Choral Evensong, in person and online. Access 
livestream services via the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube 
(youtube.com/gracestlukes).

WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Compline (Night Prayers), 8–8:15 p.m. via 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes/live). 

Luna Nova Winter Concert, December 6, 7:30 p.m. 
The Luna Nova ensemble will present its traditional winter 
concert on Monday, December 6, at 7:30 p.m. With an eye 
to taking a break from all the immediate problems the world 
has been dealing with lately, the program takes the long view 
and includes some delightful works from the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance. The performers will be Kelly Herrmann (flute), 
Michelle Vigneau (oboe), Nobuko Igarashi (clarinet), Susanna 
Whitney (bassoon), Robert Patterson (horn), Ben Minden-
Birkenmaier (guitar), and Patrick Scott (organ). Admission 
is free and program details are available at lunanova.org 
(lunanova.org).

Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a 
child who would like to be a part of our chorister program 
for children and youth and would like more information, 
visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs. Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.
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Recreation and Wellness
Mindfulness Sessions starting Monday, January 
24, 2022. What is Mindfulness? Mindfulness is a form of 
light meditation where one sits quietly, paying attention on 
purpose, to the present moment, without judgment. There is 
nothing mysterious about it; it is a very practical form of light 
meditation. What are the benefits of Mindfulness sessions? In 
as little as eight-weeks, one can experience decreased anxiety, 
a greater sense of calm and well-being, and lowered blood 
pressure. It can also produce measurable changes in the areas 
of the brain associated with memory, sense of self, empathy, 
and stress. Seasoned instructors Robbie and John McQuiston 
studied under Mark Murse, Ph.D., and Manoj Jain, M.D., from 
Rhodes College and will teach a variety of mindfulness styles. 
The first four-week session begins Monday, January 24, from 
12-1 p.m. They will have classes intermittently for blocks of 
one month. The sessions will be in the GSL Church Chapel 
and no equipment is required. Mindfulness will be practiced 
during each session. Be on the lookout for additional details.

What to Expect From the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season. Please see the Top 10 Basketball flyer by following 
this link (gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Top_10_
list_Basketball_20212022_parent_version.pdf). The flyer 
contains important information pertaining to season dates for 
team practices, games, uniforms, photos, etc.

Yoga with Anne. Now is the time to try that yoga class you’ve 
been meaning to join. Anne Ayres has been teaching yoga to 
patients and staff at the VA for many years and is delighted 
to be offering a weekly class at GSL Church. The class will be 
open to all levels from beginner to seasoned practitioner with 
modifications offered. Please refer to this link for all details. 
(gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne)

Pickleball and GSL. The growth of this sport, Pickleball, 
speaks to the essence of the game—it is inclusive, accessible, 
easy to learn (challenging to master), doable for all shapes 
and sizes, for all ages and for all athletic/non-athletic ability 
levels. Please look at this link for more information about the 
GSL Community and PICKLEBALL. (gracestlukes.org/news/
pickleball-and-gsl)

Pastoral Care
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a request for 
the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life Associate 
& Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.
org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online form (gracestlukes.
org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent 
for names to be printed, will be listed for one month, unless 
a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be 
confidential between the clergy and the individual, others may 
not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact 
the individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions 
are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers 
and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Eucharistic Visitor Opportunity. GSL plans to resume 
home communion visits in the near future. Any member of 
the parish who feels called to do this work, please contact the 
Rev. Dr. Jesse Abell, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care and 
Adult Formation, at 901-252-6330 or via email (jesse.abell@
gracestlukes.org).

Outreach
GSL Food Pantry to Reopen. The Food Pantry is back in 
business with a new twist. Purchasing food and packing bags 
are still the same. We are partnering with Church Health to 
furnish healthy Mediterranean Diet meals to those who need 
meals. Instead of participants coming to GSL to pick up food 
bags, Church Health will pick up bags to distribute until we feel 
safer meeting individuals close up. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact Paula Sappington, Hunter Rittenberry, Wight 
Boggs, Carol Ann Mallory, or Jerry or Amy Hudson via Realm 
(gracestlukes.org/realm).

Community Life
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Download (or 
pick up a copy at the information center in the church hallway) 
the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Inside this issue: 
Updates from the Rector and Associate Rectors, Reflections 
on Advent, Stewardship Update, Special Friends, Book 
Group, News from Outreach and Social Justice, Recreation 
& Wellness, Formation for all ages, Music at GSL, Pastoral 
Care Update, News from the School, Memorials, Membership 
News, and Festive Advent, Christmas & Epiphany services. 
Visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger to download this issue.

Diocesan Advent Arts Market, December 4. The 
Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee is hosting its inaugural 
Advent Arts Market from 9 am to 4 pm on Saturday, December 
4 at the Barth House, 409 Patterson Avenue. Proceeds raised 
from this event will benefit the Episcopal college ministry at 
the Barth House. For more information or questions, please 
contact Emily Austin at eaustin@episwtn.org or the Rev. Dr. 
Noah Campbell at ncampbell@episwtn.org, and visit edwtn.
org/event/advent-arts-market.

AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re looking 
for a couple of folks who would like to be a part of the AV/
Photography Team at GSL. This includes the livestreaming 
of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and formation offerings 
(vimeo.com/615242223) and taking photos of special events (like 
Blessing of the Animals: tinyurl.com/GSLPetBlessingPhotos). 
If this is something you have experience with and you’d like 
to be a part of this ministry at GSL, contact Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. Follow this 
link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. (gracestlukes.org/
news/covid19) All persons, regardless of vaccination status 
and except for children two years and younger, are required 
to wear masks when gathered indoors for worship, fellowship, 
formation, small groups, and more.   
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, Kristin King, Charles 
Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Deborah Lowe, Bill Russell, 
Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, Madeline Mathis, Carter Kaldon, Meg Kinard, Charlotte Sanders, Maggie 
Gill, Kent McKelvey, Katherine Green, Bradley Harris, Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, the Gold family, Lee and Catherine 
Hutchison, Hollie and Glen Templeton, David, Jade, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Nancy Willis, and Rebecca 
Johnson.
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Quang Tan Le, the Right Reverend William Evan 
Sanders, Shawn Holt, Ralph Watson, Jack Dunaway Holt, Kay Cole, Charles Stanley Johnson Jr, the Right Reverend 
Alex D. Dickson, and those who have died from coronavirus.
We give thanks for the Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations given to the glory of God and in memory 
of Thomas Hogan Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis 
Houser, Kathryn Houser, and Harriss Siler. 
We give thanks for the Eucharistic supplies given to the glory of God in honor of Linda Manetz Prewitt and in 
memory of Thomas Ryann Prewitt Sr. and Mary Louise Jones Prewitt.
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Powell Crider, Lesley Hartney, Vanja King, Theresa Prather, 
Doug Ray, Charlie Savage, Rachael Simmons, Amzie Williams, Shelley Baur, Kent Cox, Henry Duncan, John Huber, Erin 
Johnson, Wesley Johnson, Zachary Moore, Carolyn Simonton, Keith Wood, Matt Yatsula, and for those celebrating wedding 
anniversaries, especially Alex & Heather Collie, Helen & Wayne Brafford, Tim & Melissa Adams, Bill & Julie Denman, and 
Bradley Harris & Liz Deeley.
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life As-
sociate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer Request 
Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will be listed for 
one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy and the indi-
vidual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a member of the 
clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!



All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Deven Jackson, Nursery Staff; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, 
Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, 
Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation; Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


