
the twenty-third sunday after pentecost
the holy eucharist: rite two

october 31, 2021 | 10:30 am

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type is read 
aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the 
richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times 
and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. 

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell
Assisting: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Brother James’s air”  Searle Wright

Welcome and Announcements



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 517, “How lovely is tHy dwelling-place” 
    music: Brother James’ Air, J.L. Macbeth Bain (1840?-1925)
    words: Para. of Psalm 84; sts. 1-2, The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650; sts. 3-4, Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Benedictus es, Domine music: S 236, John Rutter (b. 1945)
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and laudable service: Grant 
that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Moses said: Now this is the commandment--the statutes and the ordinances--that the Lord your God charged me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your 
children’s children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments 
that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so 
that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, 
the God of your ancestors, has promised you. Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am com-
manding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when 
you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 119:1-8 music: Robert A. Hawthorne (b. 1961) 

                      ANTIPHON choir, then repeated by all

1  Happy are they whose way is blameless, *
  who walk in the law of the Lord!
2  Happy are they who observe his decrees *
  and seek him with all their hearts!
3  Who never do any wrong, *
  but always walk in his ways.
4  You laid down your commandments, *
  that we should fully keep them. all sing the ANTIPHON
5  Oh, that my ways were made so direct *
  that I might keep your statutes!
6  Then I should not be put to shame, *
  when I regard all your commandments.
7  I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, *
  when I have learned your righteous judgments.
8  I will keep your statutes; *
  do not utterly forsake me. all sing the ANTIPHON

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 9:11-14

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not 
made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the 
sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience 
from dead works to worship the living God!

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   
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All stand and sing 
The Sequence: Hymn 551, “Rise up, ye saints of god!” music: Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825-1893)
    words: William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954), alt 

The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  12:28-34
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus answered 
them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he 
is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
After that no one dared to ask him any question.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell

The Priest invites the People to stand for the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Please remain standing or kneel for 
The Prayers of the People
adapted from Prayers for Reconciliation and Justice by the Standing Commission for Liturgy and Music of The Episcopal Church. After each 
petition, you may add your prayers, in the silence of your heart or aloud. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Silence
God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Phoebe, our bishop; for all lay and ordained 
ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out 
your work of reconciliation in the world. Silence
God of love, Hear our prayers for the church.  

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity across barriers of language, 
color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve the common good. Inspire all people with 
courage to speak out against hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love. Silence
God of freedom, Hear our prayers for the world. 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the animals and birds, the mountains 
and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects 
the earth and all its resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance that 
you have given us. Silence
God of justice, Hear our prayers for the earth.

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and markets; for our neighborhoods 
and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive 
for justice and peace among all people, beginning here at home. Silence
God of peace, Hear our prayers for this community.

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble, especially those listed on our prayer list: For those whose 
lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees and prisoners; for 
the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice. 
Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in all persons. Silence
God of mercy, Hear our prayers for all who are in need.

God of abundance, we thank you for all the blessings of this life, including the gift of this day; for the people, vision, 
ministries, in-person and online offerings, and faith of this parish community; for every stewardship contribution of 
time, talent, and treasure that helps us to thrive and sustain our mission; and especially for Linda Prewitt in whose 
honor the altar flowers are given. Silence
God of abundance, Hear our prayers of abiding gratitude.

God of grace, we pray for those who have died, especially N.N.: For the faithful in every generation who have worked 
for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of hatred; and for all the 
communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and bring us 
at last into the glorious company of the saints in light. Silence
God of grace, Hear our prayers for those who have died.
The Celebrant offers the following concluding Collect.
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart that barriers which divide us may 
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrants invites the People to remain standing or kneel for the Confession of Sin. 
Let us confess our sins against God and one another. Silence
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all people in your image and call 
us to love one another as you love us. We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity 
of the human family. We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and 
others. We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of others 
based on their appearances, experiences, and circumstances. We have tried to love our neighbors 
individually while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression. Forgive 
us, Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us for the work of 
reconciliation rooted in love. Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our diversity, 
even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Priest stands and says
Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; 
or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at the Baptismal Font before or after 
the service. Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign is seeking 100% participation from all members and newcomers as well as any friends 
who are interested by November 21 (Pledge Sunday): visit gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, 
ways to connect, serve and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem: “if ye love me”  music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585) 
  words: John 14:15-17
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter, 
that he may bide with you for ever, even the spirit of truth.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth: Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus music: William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947), from Mass for St. Philip’s
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The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: Wonder, Love, & Praise 877, Mark Sedio (b. 1954)

 Choir sings the refrain, then repeated by all
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1st finalRefrain

 Choir: The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.
 All repeat the Refrain

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.
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Communion Hymn 382: “King of gloRy, King of peace”  music: General Seminary, David Charles Walker (1938-2018) 
  words: George Herbert (1593-1633)

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping and receiving 
communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, 
for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of 
glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, 
and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with 
you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me 
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me in right 
pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious 
might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing

All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 424, “foR tHe fRuit of all cReation” music: East Acklam, Francis Jackson (b. 1917) 
     words: F. Pratt Green (1903-2000)

The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “Fuga in D minor, BWV 565”  Johann Sebastian Bach

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Preacher
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Assisting

Hunter Rittenberry, Crucifer
Janet Wyatt, Lector 

Bill Abernathy, Jim McCall, Donnie Sappington, 
Taylor & Cameron Taylor, Welcome Hosts and Ushers

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
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All That We Are and Offer to God. My grandmother 
was a force of nature. Francis Chapman Sellers was born 
in Coffeeville, Mississippi, but moved as a young girl with 
her family to the metroplex area of Earle, Arkansas. She 
was valedictorian of the Earle High School class of 1930, 
a class which included a budding young artist by the name 
of Carroll Cloar. Her store, Sellers Feed & Seed, sat in the 
heart of downtown, and she held court there with all who 
came to town to shop, swap, or just drink a cold “Co-Cola.” 
She doted on her only son, my father. But one of the things 
I remember most about her was her devotion to her faith. 
Church was not something she merely appeared for on 
Sundays; it was a way of life. She organized the nursery 
and preschool classes every Sunday morning, came back 
for services Sunday night, cooked countless pans of food 
and desserts for Wednesday night prayer meeting (ask D. 
Thomas and me about the requisite Earle delicacy, wasetti), 
and ran the Mothers’ Day Out on Thursdays. In between, 
there were visits and prayers and phone calls and knitted 
caps for newborns. Gladness and singleness of heart, indeed. 
She gave gladly and freely with what she had all the days I 
was blessed to know her. We may not all have the seemingly 
boundless energy of my grandmother, but each of us has our 
own ways we can contribute to the life and ministry of our 
parish. This stewardship season, we invite you to prayerfully 
consider how you can give to Grace-St. Luke’s and offer 
your pledge today at gracestlukes.org/pledge (gracestlukes.
org/pledge). – Chapman Sellers Morrow, Membership & 
Stewardship Associate

Giving: A Spiritual Practice | Every Member Canvass 
2022. Our annual stewardship campaign Every Member 
Canvass 2022 (tinyurl.com/EMC2022Eblast) is underway, 
and we’re so grateful to all of you who’ve responded already! 
So much of the last year has been about making a new way, 
and your gifts help our parish thrive in these challenging 
times. For our vestry to plan the church’s budget for 2022 by 
mid-December, your pledges are needed by Pledge Sunday, 
November 21. Let’s see what we can accomplish in 2022 and 
beyond with contributions from every GSL household. Please 
visit gracestlukes.org/pledge to learn more and pledge today, 
or contact Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship 
Associate (901-252-6328 or cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

Take Note
GSL 2022-2024 Vestry Nominations Close October 
31. The Vestry Nominating Committee (Grant Adams, Wight 
Boggs, Patrick Burnett, Charlie Pazar, Tom Stephenson) is 
receiving nominations for five three-year terms through 
Sunday, October 31. Elections will be part of the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish on Sunday, December 5. Nomination 
and Nominee Information forms and details are available 
at gracestlukes.org/news/vestry22-24.

Flute at GSL, October 31, Holy Eucharist. Contemplative 
music offered by Kelly Herrmann (kellyherrmann.com/), 
flute. See Worship and Music for additional details.

Call for Lay Pastoral Care Ministers. The clergy 
and lay pastoral care ministers reach out to adult, youth, 
and children parishioners under occasional and regular 
circumstances in several meaningful ways. The scope of 
this vital ministry to our 450+ households includes phone 
calls, cards, notes, meals, and companionship to households 
expecting a child. Lay ministers are coordinated by Lay 
Pastoral Care Coordinators Sandra Ireland and Beth Perkins 
and grouped into teams that rotate every four weeks to 
perform duties. If you are interested in serving through this 
ministry, contact Father Jesse Abell, Associate Rector for 
Pastoral Care and Adult Formation (901-252-6330, jesse.
abell@gracestlukes.org (jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org)) for 
his work with the coordinators.

Live at GSL: Celebrating 901, Thursday, November 
11 Event. Following the success and format of popular 
Third Thursdays, we now have Live at GSL: Celebrating 
901 for adults of all ages and stages. Hosted by this season’s 
organizers Grant Adams, Natalie Davis, and Bev Trojan, 
Live at GSL presents monthly evenings of a light supper, 
beverages, and presentations from a talented array of 901 
community leaders and organizations. Reservations are 
open for Thursday, November 11, 6 to 7:30 p.m. at New 
Ballet Ensemble and School in Cooper-Young (newballet.
org/). Founding CEO, Artistic Director, and former GSL 
member Katie Smythe will present an extraordinary 
program including dancers. Sign up today online ($20 per 
person) (tinyurl.com/LiveatGSL1121). 46 people attended 
the October event featuring Memphis Jazz Workshop 
(memphisjazzworkshop.org)  on the GSL Lemaster Turf. 
Spread the word about Live at GSL and watch for details 
about the December event.

Call for Names of Departed Loved Ones for 
November 7, All Saints’ Sunday Service. The names of 
those buried from Grace-St. Luke’s Church since All Saints’ 
Day 2020 will be read aloud and reflected in the worship 
service leaflet on Sunday, November 7. If you wish to add 
the names of your departed loved ones from this year or 
previous years also to be read aloud, you may email them to 
Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby 
Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org (ahuber@gracestlukes.
org)) no later than 10 a.m. on Monday, November 1.

Continue reading for important information about 
this Sunday’s formation offerings, a request from 
the youth, Trunk and Treat Amazon wishlist, Holy 
Communion Milestone event, and more.
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2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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Worship and Music
The Variety of GSL Worship Offerings. Worshippers 
attending the evolving variety of what we offer on Sunday 
and Wednesday are bound to be blessed with food for the 
journey. In addition to the Holy Eucharist, Sunday 8:30 
offers a quieter service with hymns and homily, and 10:30 
also includes children’s chapel, choir, anthems, and varying 
ways to recite the psalm (spoken, antiphonal, choir only). 
Our most contemplative 5:00 service includes more silence, 
extra candles, rotation of Holy Eucharist with music, Choral 
Evensong on third Sundays (September-May), and seasonal 
concerts. (Read more (gracestlukes.org/news/variety-of-
worship-offerings/))

SUNDAY
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, to preach 
Sunday, October 31, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes).
Choral anthem today: “If ye love me” by Thomas Tallis. 
Choral anthems for All Saints’ November 7: “And I saw a 
new heaven” by Edward Bainton at the 10:30 a.m. service 
and at the 5 p.m. service, the Memphis Girl Choir joins the 
GSL staff singers to sing “Holy is the true light” by William 
Harris, “View me, Lord” by Richard Lloyd, and “How shall 
I sing that majesty” by Austin Lovelace.
5 p.m. Holy Eucharist with flute, in person. 

WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Compline (Night Prayers), 8–8:15 p.m. via 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes/live). 

Christian Formation
Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings for All 
Ages. If you haven’t seen it yet, explore and share with 
others Life at GSL–Fall 2021 Guide of Worship, Christian 
Formation, Connecting & More (gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl).

ADULTS (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:30 a.m. October 31. Why I Stopped Watching 
The News with Journalist David Waters in person and 
online via the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook 
Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes). Have you gotten tired of the news? For 
a timely conversation about what we might do with being 
tired of the news, join David Waters, longtime newspaper 
reporter, columnist, and University of Memphis Associate 
Director of the Institute for Public Service Reporting. Waters 
suggests we may need to either wean ourselves from or think 
about the news in a different way. The news often gets in the 
way of our humanity, dividing, polarizing, and even angering 
us. People of faith are called to talk about what to do about 
and with the news. 

Looking Ahead, November 7: All Saints’ Sunday. Check 
out the exciting fall lineup of Sunday Formation offerings 
and more: visit gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning.

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation. Children’s Formation is held in 
the Children’s space downstairs every Sunday from 9:30-
10:15 followed by Children’s Chapel during the 10:30 service.

Nursery. Our nursery is up and running every Sunday from 
8 a.m. until noon, and as we have more children every week 
we also need some more help! If you would be interested in 
volunteering in the nursery, please contact Mary Shea Quach 
at msquach@gracestlukes.org (msquach@gracestlukes.
org). You can find our current Nursery Covid Guidelines 
(gracestlukes.org/nursery) on the website.

For more information and to be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Children’s 
Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@gracestlukes.org.

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
We had a great time with Stump the Bishop this past Sunday 
at St. Mary’s with youth from all across our diocese. Our 
youth community posed her questions about her favorite 
types of music, ways to relax, experience growing up in the 
church, and what her time has been like as the first African 
American woman Bishop appointed to the Diocese of West 
Tennessee.

Sunday Morning Formation. Join Amzie and Maxie 
for Sunday Morning formation. This week we will be using 
MyFaithLens for a group bible study and play an extra 
spooky version of Jeopardy. Meet in the Red Room at 9:30.

No Sunday evening EYC on October 31. Have a happy 
and safe Halloween!

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Outreach
Enjoy 8 Soups from 8 Different Countries to Support 
Multinational Memphis’ Afterschool Program 
& English for Moms Class. Multinational Memphis 
(multinationalmemphis.org/), the oldest and largest 
refugee and immigrant ministry in Memphis, Tennessee, is 
hosting its annual Word Soup Festival fundraiser. Donate 
$50 and receive eight different soups stored in individual 
and reusable containers. Your monetary contribution 
will enable Multinational Memphis’ afterschool program 
and English for Moms class to continue to help families 
feel accepted, understand this culture, achieve academic 
success, and feel God’s love. Learn more and purchase your 
soups today: bit.ly/3Ecg49f.
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Recreation and Wellness
GSL Church Sports Uniform Drop-Box. To keep costs 
to a minimum, the GSL Church Athletic Committee requests 
that you recycle your church sports uniforms. A Drop-Box 
will be in front of the GSL School Circle-Drive October 30 
– November 7. This would be a perfect time to recycle your 
uniforms. What to Recycle: Soccer jerseys & shorts. Baseball, 
Softball, & T-Ball jerseys, pants, shorts & belts (hats and 
socks optional), and Basketball jerseys & shorts.

What to Expect From the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season. Please see the Top 10 Basketball flyer by following 
this link (gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/
Top_10_list_Basketball_20212022_parent_version.pdf). 
The flyer contains important information pertaining to 
season dates for team practices, games, uniforms, photos, 
etc. We’re looking forward to the coming season and it’s just 
around the corner.

Yoga with Anne. If you’re looking for a new way to cope 
with the stress of 2021, now might be the time to try that yoga 
class you’ve been meaning to join. In addition to reducing 
stress, yoga is great for increasing flexibility, strength, 
and balance. We are very excited to announce that GSL 
parishioner Anne Ayres will be teaching this class. Anne has 
been teaching yoga to patients and staff at the VA for many 
years and is delighted to be offering a weekly class at GSL 
Church. The class will be open to all levels from beginner 
to seasoned practitioner with modifications offered. Please 
refer to this link for all details. (gracestlukes.org/news/
yoga-with-anne)

Pickleball and GSL. We invite you to participate in the 
fastest growing sport in the country—PICKLEBALL! The 
growth of this sport speaks to the essence of the game—it is 
inclusive, accessible, easy to learn (challenging to master), 
doable for all shapes and sizes, for all ages and for all athletic/
non-athletic ability levels. Please look at this link for more 
information about the GSL Community and PICKLEBALL. 
(gracestlukes.org/news/pickleball-and-gsl)

Community Life
AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re looking 
for a couple of folks who would like to be a part of the AV/
Photography Team at GSL. This includes the livestreaming 
of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and formation offerings 
(vimeo.com/615242223) and taking photos of special 
events (like this week’s Blessing of the Animals: tinyurl.
com/GSLPetBlessingPhotos). If this is something you have 
experience with and you’d like to be a part of this ministry 
at GSL, contact Communications Associate Lucy Owens 
(lowens@gracestlukes.org).

Sunday Morning, Coffee in the Circle Drive. Join your 
GSL family for coffee, mini bottles of water, and prepackaged 
breakfast items (granola bars, muffins, pastries) in the circle 
drive each Sunday from 8:45-9:30 a.m. We look forward to 
seeing you!

GSL Men’s Fellowship. Back by popular demand, 
the Thursday Men’s Fellowship meets in person at GSL 
on Thursdays, 7 to 7: 45 a.m. For details and to contact 
facilitators Doug Duncan and Father Ollie Rencher, click 
here (gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-
groups/mens-fellowship).

The Messenger Magazine. The Fall edition of The 
Messenger is available for download. Inside this issue: 
Children’s & Youth Formation Update, Congregational 
Development Events, GSL School News, Looking Towards 
Sunday, Member News, Memorials/Honoraria, Music, 
Messages from the Rector and Associate Rector, Outreach 
Servant Ministry Spotlight, Pickleball, Sacred Ground & 
MICAH, Estate Planning, and Troop 34 Celebrates 100 
Years. This issue also includes an eight-page Life at GSL–
2021 Fall Guide that is packed full of extraordinary, fun, and 
spiritually uplifting formation, music, and worship offerings 
for the whole family. You can download or read a copy online 
by following this link (gracestlukes.org/the-messenger).

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism is 
administered during public worship on four occasions of 
the Church Year Calendar (The Baptism of our Lord, The 
Great Vigil of Easter, The Day of Pentecost, All Saints’ 
Sunday) and a few other dates excluding the season of 
Lent. Our remaining available date for 2021 is November 
7 (All Saints’ Sunday) during the 8:30 and 10:30 services. 
For more information and to schedule a baptism, contact 
Membership and Stewardship Associate Chapman Morrow 
(901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org.

Altar Flowers Made Possible By Parishioner 
Donations. Sunday altar flowers are made possible by 
donations from parishioners who give them in memory 
or honor of loved ones. To share in this meaningful way 
of both enhancing our worship space and ensuring that 
flowers always will be present, contact Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org, 901-
252-6333) to make your donation for a significant occasion 
or any Sunday. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one 
or more persons may share in giving. Eucharistic supplies 
(wafers, wine, candle oil) also may by donated for $25 per 
week. Spread around about this opportunity!

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. Follow this 
link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. (gracestlukes.
org/news/covid19) All persons, regardless of vaccination 
status and except for children two years and younger, are 
required to wear masks when gathered indoors for worship, 
fellowship, formation, small groups, and more.
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, Kristin King, Charles 
Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Deborah Lowe, Bill Russell, 
Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, Madeline Mathis, Carter Kaldon, Meg Kinard, Charlotte Sanders, Maggie 
Gill, Kent McKelvey, Katherine Green, Bradley Harris, Judy, Hal Wright, the Rainer family, Babiedoll Thomas, the Gold 
family, Lee and Catherine Hutchison, and Hollie and Glen Templeton.
 

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially those who have died from coronavirus.
 

We give thanks for the altar flowers given to the glory of God in honor of Linda Prewitt by Julian Prewitt. 
 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Paula Barnes, Christine Lee, Paul Morris, Meghan 
Barksdale, Shelley Baur, Allyson Campbell, Tom Chesney, Dabney Collier, Kent Cox, Brian Davies, Henry Duncan, 
Melanie French, Julie Horn, John Huber, Erin Johnson, Wesley Johnson, Keith Kays, Debra Lynch, James Maddox, 
Bill Maguire, Sarah Mercer, Zachary Moore, Hunter Rittenberry, Lara Scott, Carolyn Simonton, Michael Wills, Keith 
Wood, and Matt Yatsula, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Brittany & Daniel Williams, Neil 
& Susanna Weston, Brian & Tait Mellone, and Tea & Henry Wells.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational 
Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online 
Prayer Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be 
printed, will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential 
between the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the 
individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers 
and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!



All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Coffee in the Circle Drive
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Deven Jackson, Nursery Staff; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, 
Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, 
Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation; Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


