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A Litany for Haiti

God of infinite mercy, who calls forth order out of chaos,
peace out of turmoil, calm out of fear, we come before you
aching and tender, crying out for Haiti and her people, saying,
We lift our prayers to you, O God: You are the hope of all
Creation.

We pray for Haiti, land of mountains and sea, where the very
earth has shifted. May her tremors cease. May her tumult end.
We pray for her people, shattered yet courageous, frightened yet
bold, destitute and longing for relief. May their voice be heard.
May their need be met. We lift our prayers to you, O God.

You are the hope of all Creation.

We pray for the injured, broken and lost: thirsting for clean
water, hungry for food, stripped of shelter, desperate for medical
care; they look to the world for hope. May their dry mouths find
drink, their empty bellies find food, their families find cover, and
their bodies find health. We lift our prayers to you, O God.

You are the hope of all Creation.

We pray for rescuers, those who do the work of recovery, laboring
in the midst of agony; for healers, doctors, nurses, and all who
tend those wounded in body, mind, or spirit. May their hands be
steady. may their resolve be sure. May their work be filled with
grace. We lift our prayers to you, O God.

You are the hope of all Creation.

We pray for the dying and those who have died, whose frail
bodies now line the city streets. May mercy be abundant. May
death have dignity. May they never be forgotten. We lift our
prayers to you, O God.

You are the hope of all Creation.
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The world’s gaze is on Haiti as its people continue
to work towards recovery from the Jan. 12
earthquake that crippled much of the nation’s
infrastructure and killed and injured tens of thousands of its people. The Episcopal Church, through the
Diocese of Haiti and Episcopal Relief & Development, is committed to immediate relief and long-term
reconstruction, and asks the prayers and support of all Episcopalians for its mission there.

We pray for the
global community,

grieving and
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responding in love.
May our action be
swift. May our purpose be certain. May our devotion endure.
We lift our prayers to you, O God.
You are the hope of all Creation.

We pray for the days to come, the future, and the promise of
what lies ahead. May new roads be paved; new industry be born;
new fortunes rise; and new friendships sustained. We lift our
prayers to you, O God.

You are the hope of all Creation.
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God of compassion, now let us answer your call and respond
to our sister Haiti through steadfast commitment, diligence
in prayer, charity in action, and constancy in hope. Her needs are
deep and ours is a land of plenty. With open hand and open heart
may our prayers be known in the eager generosity of our giving.
In your holy name we pray. Amen.

biding God, your light is ever present with us, piercing

through the darkness of tragedy. We give you thanks for the
bright beacon of hope found when your people join together for
the welfare of all. And now, when all seems dark, illuminate for
the world your vision of hope, dignity, and life abundant set forth
for Haiti from the beginning of creation. In your light all shall be
revealed and all shall be made whole. Amen.

Litany by Wendy Tobias, Carol Wade and Alexandra Zepeda, from
Strength Through Unity: A Service of Prayer for Haiti on Jan. 17 at
the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. For a video of the service
and the homily by Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, visit Www.
nationalcathedral.org.

For continuing reports from Episcopal News Service on the church’s
work in Haiti, visit www.episcopalchurch.orglens. Donations to Episcopal
Relief & Development may be made online at www.er-d.org/donate-select.
php; by calling the agency ar 1-800-334-7626, ext.5129; or by mailing
a gift to Episcopal Relief & Development, PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA
22116-7058. Please write “Haiti fund” in the memo line of all checks.
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